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5 HE principal Object of the follow- 


ing Work is to give a clear and 


_ comprehenſive View of the Theory of our 


molt holy Religion, as it is ſupported by 
a long chain of extraordinary facts and 
ſtriking interpoſitions of Providence, re- 
corded in the Sacred Hiſtories. 


The next 1s, to exhibit that Repreſen- 


tation in a form and dreſs likely to attract 


the notice of ſuch, as cannot eaſily be 


prevailed upon to become acquainted with 


it in a more ſyſtematic garb. 


The Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 


the Apoſtles and others, on the Day of 


Pentecoſt, being the completion of the 


— — — 
_— 


6 PR EF UE. 


Redeemer's Syſtem of extraordinary inter- 
poſitions; the Trauſactions of that day 
afford a natural foundation for the raiſing 


ſuch a defign upon: In doing which no 


liberties have been taken, which cannot in 
a great degree be warranted by Scripture. 


The Fable is extremely ſimple, and per- 
haps the leſs objectionable on that account; 
being a continued action, great in its con- 
cluſion as well as in its commencement. - 


Many parts however of the Invention, 
very important in themſelves, and upon 
which a great deal is made to hinge, de- 
pending upon the truth of the commenta- 
ries delivered in the Scripture Hiſtory of 
Abraham, publiſhed a few years ago ; It 
may be neceflary, in confirmation of the 
reaſoning made uſe of upon that occaſion, 
to mention the approbation of it, commu- 
nicated by a great number of very eminent 
and learned characters: in particular by 
Biſhop Warburton ; whoſe opinions, upon 
ſome matters therein contained, are more 
immediately adverted to: and for the benefit 


of 
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of thoſe, who are not in poſſeſſion of it, 


to give the following abſtract of its contents; 


1. That the ſeemingly unconnected and 
unmeaning incidents of Abraham's life will 
be found upon a nearer in ſpection, to be 
the orderly parts of one entire diſpenſation, 
and pregnant with information. 

2. That the Jewiſh Theocracy was in- 
ſtituted at the covenant of circumciſion. 

3- That this, hitherto unthought of, 
Ara of the Theocracy ; and conſidering 
even the enemies of Judah as the delegates 
of God in his Government (a ſenſe war- 
ranted by Scripture;) aftord an eaſy and 
accurate interpretation of the prophecy of 


Jacob concerning the Sceptre of Judah; 


and reciprocally confirm each other. 
A recollection of theſe Principles will 


render many parts of the Poem perfectly 
intelligible, which might otherwiſe be at- 


tended with ſome difficulty. And with the 
ſame view, many of the principal paſſages 
of that book are here converted into notes; 


indeed ſo many, as almoſt to anſwer the 
purpoſes of a re- publication. 


Aa The 
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The Time immediately employed in the 
action of the Poem is two days, viz. from 
the beginning of the ninth, to the end of 
the tenth day, after the aſcenſion of the 
Redeemer into heaven; or, from the bes 
ginning of the day before, to the end of 
that day of Pentecolt, when the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſent down upon the Apoſtles, &c. in 
the form of Cloven Tongues. 


As to the Characters, none are introduced 


but ſuch as it is very probable were in 


reality- preſent at the times alluded to. 
And only ſo much attention has been paid 
to the diſcrimination of them, that the ſen- 
timents appropriated to each cannot, it 1s 
preſumed, without manifeſt imptopriety, be 
transferred to any other of the Dramatis 
Pcrionz. 


Nicodemus may be confidered as the repre- 
ſentative of the beheving Jews. 

Gerſhon, of the uunbelieving Jews, 

Marcellus, of the Pagans. 

Jo Peter, &c. of the Chriſtians. 


The 
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The illapſes of the Holy Spirit upon the 
firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, are repre- 
ſented to have taken place in a ſenſible and 
viſible manner: of Which the ſacred Record 
itſelf, upon the preſent and many other 
occaſions, makes particular mention. But 
the Enthuſiaſt ſhould not from hence flatter 
himſelf into an opinion of being thought 
worthy of the {ame indulgences in theſe 


latter ages; when Chriſtianity is ſo gene- 


rally eſtabliſhed, as to be able to ſupport 
and propagate itſelf againſt all oppoſition; 
when the Truth has been fully revived ; 


and mankind, conditionally, reſtored, if not 


to the luſtre, at leaſt to the privileges of their 


Firſt Parents; when, therefore, the Scheme 


of Redemption, as far as the particular and 
extraordinary interpoſition of the Deity 15 
concerned, muſt be evidently, from the 


nature of a ſecondary or addititious dif- 


penſation which has effected its purpole, at 
an end. The aids and afſiſtances of the 


Holy Spirit are now therefore adminiſtered 
much in the fame manner, as they were 
afforded to Adam and Eve in the times of 


innocency; and are not otherwite to be 
A | SES known 


© "PREFACE 


known than by their effects, namely, a 
due and uniform obſervance of every virtue, 
proceeding from the operation and influ- 


ence, which He gives to the Laws of eter- 


nal and moral Obligation upon the Conſci- 
_ ence; Laws indeed, happily for mankind, 
further illuſtrated, ſupported, and enforced 
by the addition and ſuperinduction of the 
invaluable and now inſeparable Principles 
of Chriſtianity. For an Apoſtle has de- 
clared, that in Jeſus Chriſt neither over- 
weening confidence nor extravagant preten- 
tons will be of any avail ; that nothing will 


be of conſequence to ſalvation, but faith 


which worketh by love: Both which, being 
amongſt the fruits of the Spirit enumerated, 
Gal. V. 21, like every other good and per- 
te gift, come from Above; and are bleſs- 
ings conveyed by the Father of Lights, in 
a ſtill ſmall voice, in a ſilent and 1mpercep- 


tible manner, upon juſt enquirers and dili- 


gent obſervers, 


How far the Execution of this work 
will be found to anſwer the deſign, reſts 
with the candid reader to determine: The 
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ſeverity of whoſe criticiſm will doubtleſs 
be a little ſoftened, upon conſidering the 
extreme difficulty, that muſt have attended 
the reducing ſuch an infinite quantity of 
facts and ſcriptural alluſions within a plan, 
allowing but little room, if any, for the 
excurſions of the imagination; and again, 
the neceſſity there was of introducing many 
things, little capable of poetical ornament, 


in order to complete the body of the work, 


and give its members a juſt proportion. 


The inſertion of a few weli-known lines 
from Shakeſpear, will, it is hoped, be rea- 
dily excuſed, on account of their uncom- 
mon and appolite fitneſs: and exempted 
from the charge of plagiariſm, as they are 
in no inſtance attempted to be diſguiſed: 
and are evidently adopted, not tor the pro- 
duction of ſentiment or ſituation, but as 


| giving to ſentiment or ftuation already 


produced, a beauty of language, from 
which it would have been almoſt imperti- 
nent affection to have departed. 


The 


12 PREFACE. 


The lines, excepting the turn of ſome 


general expreſſions and addrefies, borrowed 


from Milton's Paradiſe Loft, (for all which 
the ſame apology is pleaded) are to be 
found toward the middle of the fourth 
book, and are diſtinguiſhed by inverted 
commas. 


But, in conclution, the Form and Ima- 
gery of the work, it is humbly preſumed, 
will not, for the reaſons already aſſigned, 
make it the leſs acceptable to the Serious 
and Well-diſpoſed; particularly when They 
are informed, that the Author was thereby 
enabled to comprize all the leading Truths 
and Fats in both Teſtaments, within a 
much ſmaller compaſs; and to bring many 
important, but uſually neglected, Occur- 
rences, into a more prominent point of 
view; and, perhaps, to render the Whole 


more inſtructive, perſpicuous, and ſtrik- 


ing, than it was in his power to have done 
by any other method, 


JonN-STREET, 
Great Portland-Street, 
March,” 1789. 
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O R 


MAN RE STORE D. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The general ſtatement of the ſubject. The invo— 
cation. Tranſactions in heaven. Reſolves of 
the Deity. Gabricl's commiſſion: His deſcent 
trom heaven to earth, and the execution of his 


charge. 
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Taz DAY or PENTECOST, 


O R 
MAN RESTORE P. 
5-0 -0-K:- 1. 

THE DI-VENE MESS ACE: 


LED is that darkneſs palpable and groſs, 
Which in old time abus'd the general eye. 


No longer now th* enlighten'd tons of men 


Their holy hope, their confidence repoſe | 
In Bel, or Nitroch, or the lucid ſtar 


Wu 


Of Remphan, fiery god, or Syrian Rimmon, 


Or her, whom Afia and the world ador'd, 
Epheſian Dian; nor enquire whether heav'n 
W ill imiling look with more acceptance down 


B 2 _ Upon 
"4 Bel. 5 A chief f god: at P aby- es—R amphanc}—great Phanes, 8 
lon. an Egyptian god. 


3 . Niſrecb.] A chief god at 6. Rimmon,] Ur, hamm, on, 
Nineveh, a Syrian god, 


6. Remphan.) Ram, phi, ain, g. Diana.) A Grecian goddeſs, 


16 THE DAY or PENTECOST, Book I. 


Upon the humble ofterings of their hearts 10 
At mount Gerizim, or the holier heights 

Of favor'd Sion. But on every hill, 

In every vale, in every cultur'd field 

Are temples founded to the firit great Cauſe : 

Him, One, Almighty, Everlaſting, Wie, 15 
Th' unletter'd peaſant and the babe confeſs ; 
Tongues, kindreds, nations his great Name adore; 


Him, King of kings they laud, and God of gods. 


T'ranſcendent change! But how and whence 
produced? 


What brought, in all her ſober charms attired, 20 


| Meek-eyed Religion from th' empyreal realms, 
Whither indignant ſhe in haſte retired, 

When her imbruting Simular, hell-born, 

By panic fear on ignorance begot, [ſoul 


Uſurp'd her throne ? What taught the groveling 


To imp her callow wings, to ſoar aloft, 26 


And in th' expanſe of contemplation dart 
Her eyes around, and find her native quarry ? 


What—, but that God's paternal love, with whom 


All wiſdom dwells, from whom all goodneſs flows. 
From 


11. Gerizim,] Deut. XI. 29. 
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To tell of truth reſtor'd, of bliſs to man 5 5 


Regain'd; and not to my adventurous ſong 


Book I. OR MAN RESTORED. 17 


From thoſe dread manſions of eternal day, 31 


Where, far beyond conception's aching reach, 


Amidſt profound immenſity he reigns 

Exerting boundleſs power, creating worlds 

And different ſyſtems and reſponding laws; 35 
Or wrapt in deepeſt contemplation ſcans 

Divine perfection, and repoſing fills, 


Adorns, invigorates, preſerves the whole; 


From thoſe dread manſions th' Omnitcient's eve 
The frail inhabitants of earth beheld, 40 
Created once ſo fair, children of light, 

Wand'ring in darkneſs, deſolate, and loſt ; 

Led captive at the will of him accurs'd, 

Who wrought in Eden that dire overthrow, 
Permitted leave which gain'd him, right uſurp d, 
Through all the regions of the earth and air a6 
To range at large and exerciſe his guile 

On Adam's hapleſs race: Unequal war 

He ſaw them wage againſt a treach'rous foe ; 
Whoſe envious ſpirit and elated heart 50 
To conqueſt knew no bounds. Long had mankind 


His ignominious tyranny endur'd ; 


When to fulfill— TG 
But how may I prefume 


2 


Thy 


| 
| 
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18 Tar DAY or PENTECOST, Book J. 


Thy aid invoke, all animating Spirit, 

Efjential Effluence of Deity ? 

For though th' all-gracious, ever-living Word 
Theſe wretched manſions enter'd, and aflum'd 60 
The form and paſſive functions of a man 

To meet the primal Curſe ; Thou waſt ordain'd, 
Myſterious Energy, to ope the eyes 


Or ſinful men, to give them ears to hear [thine, 
Redemption's chearing voice; Twas thine, 'twas 


Eternal Source of operating truth; 66 
To kindle in their breaſts the holy glow, 

Their ſouls to ſtrengthen with celeſtial aid, 

And bid them re-aſpire to forfeit joys. 

Deign then, oh deign, proceeding Spirit, deign 70 
T' inſtruct my trembling foul, whilit it attempts 
To tell the wonders of that glorious day, 


When to fulfill, the covenant of grace, 


The promiſe, and the triumphs of his fon, 

Th' almighty Father Thee ſent down from heaven 
A pure zthereal light, a living flame, - 7 
In ſhape like cloven tongues : Emblem divine 

Of thoſe high pow'rs, thoſe graces, thoſe delights, 
Thou cam'ſt to pour unmeaſur'd upon man! 
Oh raiſe my thoughts, exalt them to the height 


Of that grcat argument, which Pethuel' s fon, 81 
Wrapt 


81. Petouel's ſon.] Joel I. 1 
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Wrapt into future times, proclaim'd aloud 
To treacherous Judah; that the ſoaring ſtrains 
Be not confounded by the dazzling biaze 


Of thy reſplendent light: ſo ſhall they ſing 8.5 

Its riſing glories to the tons of men. 
Eight times the Sun had the meridian paſt, 

Low'ring aud foul, ſince that important hour, 

Which ſaw the Son of God the precincts quit 

Of this incredulous, degenerate globe; 90 

And now the ninth, veii'd im a murky cloud, 

Array'd in crimſon majeſty, he trown'd 

On Salem's guilty towers; red with ſhame 

And fiery indignation at the deed, 

The impious cruelty of Judah's ſons. 95 


But all this time great triumph was in heaven, 
Concourſe, and rapture, and exceeding joy; 
Such as had not been known fince that high day, 
When all its bright inhabitants, the ſtars _ 
Of morning, and the ſons of god, aloud 100 
Their acclamations and their hymns of praiſe 
Pour'd in full concert through the vaults of heaven 
In celebration of creation's Lord . 
From that ſtupendous work return'd; For now _ 

Fe 


92. In crimſon marefy.} Vide Joſephus. 


20 TR DAY os PENTECOST, Book I. 


A theme no leſs their thoughts and glowing hearts 
Inſpired ; Creation's ſecond birth they hail'd, 106 
Th' only begotten Son of God reſtor'd 

From Satan's dire aſſaults, from death, and hell, 
Unto the boſom of the father: where 
Exalted high above all heights he fat -4 410 
The only Potentate, and Lord of lords, 

Image expreſs of God, Before his throne, 

The ſeat of majeſty confeſt, where he 

With heaven's convoked aſſemblics deigns to hold 
Celeſtial conference, and thence divulge 115 
Eternal counſels and the ſovereign will, 

Millions of mighty Cherubim flood rang'd, 

And Seraphim with all their flaming trains 

Of miniſtring ſpirits; from the regions come 

Of fartheſt ſpace to yeild him homage due, 120 
And hear the angels of his preſence (thoſe, 

Who ſtill on earth his fainting foul ſuſtain'd 

In all her dreadful ſufferings, and from thence 


Up to the heaven of heavens wing'd him ſublime) 


To the encircling throng rehearſe aloud 125 


His high atchievements. And as thus they heard 


Of ſpotleſs innocence, unceafing love, 
Tranſcendent wonders, and th' unkind returns 


Of 


118. Flaming trains. ] He maketh his angels ſpirits, and his miniſters. 
a flame of 9 95 Pſ. CIV, 4—Ueb, 1. 
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Of hatred and contempt, throughout the hoſt 

Of numbers without number ſilence reign'd; 130 
Attention and amazement held them mute. 

But ever and anon as the dread tale 

Came to the cloſing of tome fearful ſcene 

Big with great circumſtance and ſequence rare 

In which the fates of the new world and man 135 
Were to the grapple brought with his fell power, 
Whoſe kingdom was at ſtake; and {till prevail'd 
The Son of God, though ſweat and blood announc'd 
The conflict dire and fierce to the extreme 

Of what his mortal nature could endure ; 140 
Fir'd with the mighty cauſe and fair event, 
As if one ſoul had animated all, 


The glowing ſquadrons would burſt forth at once, 


Glorious art thou, O God, in all thy works, 
In all thy thoughts unſearchable! Thy praiſe, 145 
What tongue of men or angels can declare? 
The Heav'n, and Heav'n of Heav'ns cannot contain 
Thy Majeſty immenſe; Yet is there naught 
In all creation's ample round beneath 


Thy tendereſt regard. On the Terrene 150 


Thou lower than the angels man haſt placed 
With riſing glories to enwreath his brows, 
And pour upon his head thy choicelt gitts. 
85 e 7 


22 Tus DAY or PENTECOST, Book |. 


To him how uncxampled 1s thy love ! 


That for his ſake thine only Son ſhould bear 155 


Such cruel agonies, ſuch deadly throes : 
But of thy glory heaven and earth are full 


Thou holv, holy, holy Lord of Hoſts. 


Their loud Hoſannas the wide circuit ſill'd 

Of Heaven with ſounds harmonious and the joys 
Of Spirits celeſtial. And thus interven'd 161 
Grateful viciſfſitude and ſhort relief, 
Whilſt the enrapt and eloquent Hierarchs | 
Their ſovereign's life purſued through all its forms; 
From that bleſt hour, when the angelic choirs 165 
Thron'd in a radiant cloud proclaim'd him Chriſt, 
The Saviour of the world, to that, in which 
Ungrateful man the Lord's anointed led 

To ruthleſs Golgotha. Infernal deed ! 

On the recital even Angels dropt _ 170 
A tear; And for a moment knew no Joy ! 

Their eager attitudes and wild amaze 

Declar'd their inmoſt ſouls alarm'd, perplex'd ; 
Anticipating hope funk down : But now 


* 


The noiſe of diſtant thunders reach'd their ears; 
Inſtant they turn'd; and lo! a cloud immenſe, 


1 
With 


(Such as, comparing the ſupreme of heaven 
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With things on earth, in the ſolſtitial heats, 
Stretching th' horizon's wide extent, ſometimes 
The orb of day pavilions) paled the beams 180 
Of that tranſcendent glory, which unveil'd 

No eye of thing created may endure, 


When from the Majeſty of Darkneſs ſpoke 


The Word, th' only begotten Son of God, 


Breathing compaſſion and immortal love; 185 


Ye Progeny of light, æthereal Powers, 


Creation's firſt-born Sons, ſo *twas ordain'd 


In the decrees of heav'n ; but ne'er again 


Shall you behold me quit the Father's throne, 


Save with puiflance girt and ſovercign rule 190 
To fit in judgment on that purchas'd world 


At the great day of Compt. But till it reſts 


To give to Man th' efficient means, by which 
All nations henceforth in all ages may 
To faith add virtue, and to virtue hope. 195 


Therefore the wall, that Iſrael fenc'd about, 


Shall now be broken down ; occation ſuits 
To abrogate their ſuperſeded Law; 
The veil thall be withdrawn, and free acceſs 


Into the Holicſt be to All allowed: 200 


C3 As 
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As thus of favor the Redeemer ſpake, 
From the diſclos'd environs of his throne. 
Went clouds of fragrant blits, like vernal dews, 
Which fill'd all Heaven, and falling on the choirs 
Reflected ſo the beauty of his preſence, 205 
That with divineſt joy their faces ſhone, 
And with beatitude paſt utterance: 


Whilſt thus proceeded the effectual Might 
And Joy eternal of the almighty Sire; 

To-morrow e'er noontide, th' Elect ſhall ſee 210 
(Though expectation ſickens with delay) 
My 1 fulfill'd. On this beheſt 
Deſcend thou, Gabriel, ſocial Spirit of grace, 
Bright Harbinger of welcome news to Man, 
And ſooth the fears of my deſponding friends; 215 
Go, heavenly Meflenger, and them perſuade 
Early to-morrow in one place to meet, 
And keep the feaſt of holy Pentecoſt ; 
A time by them to be remember'd ever, 


And by their childrens eee. 


W ith lowlieſt reverence and profoundeſt awe 221 
Tn' Archangel, high amongſt the higheſt, caſt 
Before the riſing land his crown of gold. 

2 & hen on the wing the willing cherub roſe, 
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And to his flight the circling Myriads cleft Thou 


Their ranks, and ſung the while, - Good luck have 


With thy ſurpaſiing honor and renown ; 327 


Anointed with the fragrant oil of grace 

Ride on for meekneſs and convincing truth 

And dove: like righteoufneſs attend thy flight 230 
Succeſs expecting; thy mellifluent words 

Shall ſurely proſper; for the Lord himſelf 

Hath ſaid it; He hath ſpoken it, to whom 

All things are known, and by whom all conſiſt. 


TH' angelic Courier cer this time had paſt 235 
The flaming barriers of the ſphere, and now, 
Travers'd the vaſt expanſe from heaven to earth, 
Stood on the top of Sion's hill confeſt 


In human ſemblance. But his look benign 


And graceful port divineſt iuffuence ſhed. 240 
When, caſting round the throng his piercing eyes, 
Parthians he ſaw, and Elamites, and Medes, 


Me ſopotamians, dwellers on the banks 


Of rapid Iſter and the diſtant coaſts 


Of Pontus and the Tauric Cherſoneſe; 8 


Others from fertile ÆMgypt, and the parts 


Weſtward, as far as Lybia's burning ſands, 
Mount Ammon, and Cyrene's ſultry coaſts ; 
And from Arabia ſouth, and Sheba ſome, _ 
8 Who 


COR i RG 
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Who to Jeruſalem their preſents brought, 250 
Their aromatic gums and perfumes rare, 

Caſſia, and frankincenſe, and gold, and myrrh, 

A tribute to Jehovah, Iſracl's God; 

Inhabitants of Tyre too, and the Ifles 254 


Of antient Greece; Pamphylians, Phrygians, Cretes, 


Nen of Cappadocia, ftrangers from Rome 

(The paragon of excellence, the ſource 

Of rule and empire), Profelytes he ſaw 

And Jews from every corner of the carth, 259 
Whither the wrath and outſtretch'd arm of God 
Had driven their rebel tribes. "Theſe he beheld 


Haſt'ning to enter the reſplendent courts 


Sacred to Jah, th' almighty Lord of All, 


Along with them went in the heavenly Gueſt, 
And ſoon perceiv'd where the Diſciples ſtood, 265 
Now lifting their claſp'd hands and eyes to heav'n 
In meditation wrapt and feryent prayer ; 
And now deſcanting on their hope delay'd, 

Their promiſe of a Comforter and Guide ; 
Whoſe perſon and appearance much x 270 
Their yet unſtable minds. 


When Thomas thus 


In lab'ring phraſe his penſive thoughts expreſs'd; 


With 
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With ſhame muſt I remember that dread voice, 
Which from th' Heavens atteſted huis high claims, 


And that unportant hour, when the dire wounds 


Made in his hands and bloody ſide he ſhew'd 276 
To me incredulous. Oh! never more 

Shall enter this frail boſom a ſurmiſe 

Againſt his faith and truth. And doubtleſs He 
Who all things comprehends, the God, to whom 285 
All hearts are open, all detircs are known, 

Beſt can determine and appoint the time 


When he will tend his judgments upon earth ;_ 


If then they tarry we muſt patient wait 
His gracious leifure. : „ 3: 

Here the Archangel roſe 
As one that long had for ſalvation look'd, 


And with becoming grace mild anſwer made: 


That He will all his purpoſe bring to paſs, 
Nor fear have I, nor doubt. His plighted word 295 
Have you not ever found moſt true? his works, 
Beyond conception great? at his command 
The ſtormy wind was huſh'd, and the proud waves 


Were till ; He ſpake, the ſick were heal'd, 


The blind receiv'd their fight ; He gave the word, 
To Hell's abyſs the Powers of darkneſs fled; 290 
5 He 


274 ———hiy", claims. John, XII. 28, 


* 
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He died, his ſinews and encunber'd limbs 
Threw off the grave cloths; and the ſepulchre, 
Wherein you ſaw bim quietly interr'd, 


Open'd its ponderous and marble jaws 300 


To caſt him up again, unhurt, unchang'd ; 
And he, dread Corſe, again in compleat form 
Reviſited the manſions of the Quick, 

And many a day in deep communion ſpent 


On lite, on death, and immortality, 305 
With you his ſometime friends: before that hour, 


When from the top of Olivet he roſe 

Up to the Heaven of Heavens in blazing light, 
Cloath'd with th' Effulgence of almighty power, 
And circled with ten thouſand thouſand Saints 310 
Hymning the praiſes of th' immortal King, 


He lives, he therefore lives at the right hand 
Of the eternal God to do whate'er 
His will ordains, his promites intend. 


The Archangel paus'd : and Thomas thus replicd, 


Well haſt thou argued, worthy lraclite, 316 


But ſure the time, th' important Time is come 


That he ſhould ſend his dread Vicegerent down, 


Of hom fo often the Redeemer ſpake, 


Into this comfortleſs and dreary World. 320 


Why then delays the mighty Spirit of Truth 
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To 'gin his radiant courſe ? Where are the ſigns, 
Vaunt couriers of his terrible approach? 


To theſe fo pointed queſtions the ſerenc 
And pure Intelligence this anſwer made, 

God 1s not {lack to execute his will 
As men count flackneſs. He that Iſracl Keeps 
Beneath the ſhelt'ring cover of his wings, 
Nor {leeps nor flumbers. And that mighty Arm, 
Which all ſuſtains, which into Being brought 330 
This teeming Earth and all that it inherits, 
Can, ſwift as thought or the wing'd light'ning's 
The high'ſt improbabilities advance ſpecd, 
Into ſubſtantial verities. But who 
The ſigns of that auſpicious Day may tell? 335 
Imagination nathleſs, in her flight 
Through Time's prophetic regions, aims a thought 
At the great Mark. At Salem now are met 
The ſad remains of Itracl's ſcatter'd tribes 
To greet the riſing of To-morrow's ſun, 340 
Aud ſolemnize that yet important Day 
When from the top of Sinai was diſpens'd 


The Law to their Forefathers, as they fled 


From Pharaoh, and his proud Egyptian lords. 


The Time is ominous ; Judea ſeems 245 
Forſaken of her God, her Sceptre ſtoops, 


1 The 


2 


The Law of Amram's fon expiring lies 

'Midit horrible combuſtion, clouds, and ſmoke ; 

Should then To-morrow's paſting Sun ſurvey 

The glorious Covenant of the Saviour riſe 350 

Triumphant from the flames; would it not fill 

Your hearts with gladneſs and your tongues with 

praiſe * 

For from the higheſt Heaven ſhall ſigns be given 

With more illuſtrious tokens and diiplay 

Of the eternal Majeſty, than ſaw 355 

The top of Sinai's mount; when fire, and ſmoke, 

And light'nings, and loud thunders made it ſhake 

Down to its baſe; and the tremendous Voice 

From the thick clouds and darkneſs iſſuing forth 

The hearings of the people ſo amazed, 360 

That, chill'd with horror and with fear unnerved, 

Prone on the ground their trembling bodies fell. 

If then the Law by guardian Angels given 

Had ſuch preſentment of controuling powers 

To give it ſanction; how much rather then, 365 

When the great Sun of righteouſneſs himſelf, 

The holy Spirit, deſcends from higheſt heaven 

Jo fix his throne among the ſons of men, 

And thence promulge his never- fading laws, 

Shall the diſplay of his imperial light 370 

= Excel 
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Excel in majeſty and weight of glory? 

At the diſcloſe of his ſuperior rays 

Not ſenſe alone ſhall ſhrink ; but reaſon, ſtruck 
With thoughts beyond its reach, ſubmiſſive own 
His ſov'reignty; and down before him kneel 375 
With loud thankſgivings and the voice of praiſe. 


So ſpake the aftable Archangel ; whilſt 
His gentle manners and communion age 
And arguments with weightieſt reaſon urged 
All ears drew to him; on his balmy lips 380 
Perſuaſion hung: e'er Eve they all agreed 
Early next morning at the place to meet, 
Where they were wont to celebrate the riſe 


Of their dead Maſter from the grave; and there 


In patient expectation wait th' event. 395 


'The End of the Firſt Book. 
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The preparations of the Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites 
&c, for the celebration of the feaſt of Pentecoſt. 
The wave offering of bread. The diſturbance 
and apprchenſions occaſioned by the bullock's 
breaking looſe from the rivg &c. The aſſem- 
blage of the Apoſtles in the Upper Room according 

to the preceding agreement. Their demeanour, 
The deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. The giſt of 
_ tongues. The different effects produced by it. 
Peter's ſpeech. The Dæmoniac's rage and cure. 


'The retreat toward the Temple. 
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F II. 


THE DESCENT OF THE Hol v GHOST. 


LL night from Sheba and the balmy groves 
Of Araby the bleſt a heaven-lcut gale, 
With healing in its wings and odorous ſweets 7 


Had paſs'd in gentle breezes o'er the realms. 
Of Jewry ; driving to the Cyprian ſhores, 
Or thoſe myſterious by th' Agean waſh'd, 
The clouds and pillars of terrific ſmoke, 
Which late had hung in the perturbed {kies. 
But now the gems in her expanded ſtole 
: Gan ſhoot a fainter and declining ray; 10 
The morning Star, bright Phoſphorus himſelf, 
Shone with ORE Are; the great gates 


2 


of 


6, thoſe myſterious.] The Iſland of Crete, 


36 THE DAY oF PENTECOST, Bock II. 


Of Abtines and Moked were uubarr'd ; 

And from that hour of Prime, delightful taſk, 
The Prieſts, in order of their ſtated courſe 15 
And the deciding lots, were {till engaged 

In obſervation of the riſing Sun, 

Or due performance of peculiar rites ; 

Which to diſpatch with ſuch convenient ſpeed, 

As the great Time requir'd, they chearful toil'd. 20 


Theſe now were ended, and the Altar clear'd ; 
The wood anew in mafſy piles was heap'd ; 
And all the ſacred utenſils were placed 
In antient order; to the Rings were fix'd 


Seven ſpotleſs lambs, one bullock fair and young, 


Two rams, deſign'd burnt offerings to God; 26 
A goat's young kid for fin, two lambs for peace, 
Intended victims; in the lower Court, 

At their appointed ſtations were arriv'd 

The laic Repreſentatives of all JO 
The congregated Tribes ; on cither fide 

Of the great Altar, which majeſtic ſtcod 

In ſolemn ſtate before the Houſe of God, 


The 


13. Abtines, Watergate. Moked, Northgate, Were doors of the 


temple, through which the Levites and interior officers were admitted 


«a day-drzak, 


25s Seven ſpotleſs lambs, Sc.] Levit, XXIII. 18. 
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The reverend Heads of every holy claſs 

With their attendant trains of Aaron's ſons, 35 
All waſh'd and cloth'd in veſts of pureſt white, 
Were duly rang'd : High on its ſacred top 

Before the flames, which undulating roſe 

In awful volumes from the erated hearth, 

In robes pontifical the Chief appear'd, 40 
Suſtaining in his hand two leaven'd Cakes 

Of new-thorn Wheat; which gently waving, ſoon 
Profoundeſt filence and devotion reign'd; 

And thus the mitred Caiaphas began, 


O Thou almighty Ruler of the world, 45 
Great Caute of Being, endleſs Source of Good, 
By whom the Seaſons change and with them bring 
The treaſures of thy bounty; O look down 
From Heaven thy dwelling place ; Benign accept 
This wheaten Tribute Fm thy Servants, here 88 
Aflembled to acknowledge thee our God 
And King : And for our great Forcfathers* ſakes 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, gracious keep 


1 heathen from thy Altars, and deſtroy 


6 Each 


41. Two leaven'd Cakes.] For an fifty days after the former, or at 


account of the wave offering of the the feaſt of Pentecoſt, ſee Levit. 
new ſheaf of corn, ſee Levit. XXIII. XXIII. 15, 16, 17, and Deuter. 
9. 10, 11, and of the wave offer- XVI. 9. 


ing of two loaves made of new flour, 


38 THE DAY or PENTECOST, Book II. 


Each raſh difturber of this Holy Place, 55 
As late thou didſt the Galilæan; Who 


Onward was he proceeding ; but before 
The Chief had finith'd the invidious words, 
Ihe Beaſt outrageous at the Altar's foot 
Had from its faſt'nings, looſening to and fro, 60 
The Ring uptorn, to which his horns were bound; 
And, dragging after him the Levite train 
Which held the tacred cords, with ſtrugglings fierce 
And ſidelong bounds along the Broad Aſcent 
(The path his wild and heedleſs rage had ta'en) 
He gain'd the Altar's top. 'The Pontiff threw 66 
The Off'ring from his hands; and ſcarce had changed 
His dang'rous flation, when the bullock, mad 
With the tormenting cords and ſcorch'd behind 
With the approaching flames, uprear'd aloft 
In aic ; and, wheeling furious as he roſe, 
With all his cumbrous weight deſcending fell 
Upon the grated Hearth : To ſuch rude thocks 
Unus'd, aſunder every cearment flew ; 
And the deep cavity below receiv'd 75 
The plunging carcaſe and the mingled flames: 
There tortur'd, bellowing, and the ſpacious Court 
Reuding with loud and agonizing groans, 


He ſoon expired his laſt. Diſturb'd were all 
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Book II. OR MAN RESTORED. 39 


Who ſaw the ſtrange Event; the Pontiſf moſt ; 
Who, ſtanding yet upon the Altar's verge, 81 
His garments rent and bitterly exclaim” Fg 7 


The red right hand of our avenging God 


Hangs hes o'er our Heads! what Ills, what Woes, 
Our Place and Nation wait! Like thoughts poſſeſs'd 
Ti afflicted multitude : preſent diſmay, 86 
Diſtraction, and ſore doubts, alarm'd their ſouls; 

And preſage dire perplex'd their labouring thoughts 


Mean time th' Apoſtles anxious for th' Event 
Predicted by th angelic viſitant 99 
Were all aembled in that Upper Room 
Where with the Archetype ſo late they eat 


The paſchal Lamb : and from his hands received 


The Bread unleaven'd and the holy Cup; 94 
Precious Memorials of his fleth and blood! 
Earneſts divine! ſure Pledges of his love, 

And thoſe ineſtimable 2 8 55 . 

Obtain'd to penitent and faithful Souls! 


All hallow'd Dome! Whoſe favor'd walls, at Eve 


Of Reſurrection's ever glorious Morn, 100 
And yet : again the eighth revolving day, 


Heard from th' embodied, eee lips 


E 2 Of 


91. Upper room. ] Luke XXII. 24.— Acts V 13.— John XX. 19. 
107. The eighth revolving day.] John XX. Hs 


40 Tuz DAY or PE NIECOST, Book II. 


Of the dead, buricd, and upriſen Chriſt 
hc grcat All Hail; the ſecret Things of God 
Lad open, and the grand Commiſſions heard; 105 
Saw too the many unrecorded Signs 
Within its ſacred cloſures wrought ; Rand felt 
In all its nethermoſt receſſes, when 
The great Redeemer, ſovereign Lord of Good, 
(As on the firſt form'd clay, th' adamic duſt) 110 
Upon his flow-heartcd Diſciples breath'd 
The Breath of Life. It near the Poſtern ſtood 
By Hafiennaah's pious ſons re-built, 
And overlook'd a throng and ſpacious Square; 
Where, ranged in order, to the northern air 11% 
The finny race from Jordan's pregnant ſtreams _ 
Gave their rich beauties and their gliſtening hucs, 


Penfive th' Apoſtles ſat, perpending much 
The Myſtery of godlineſs. But ſoon 
The Boſom- favorite, beloved John, 120 
In ſingleneſs of heart, thus filence broke: 
Wiy fits that gloomineſs upon your brow ? 
And why do troubled thoughts your minds perplex ? 


Pro- | 


105. Commiſſions. John XX. 21, 112. The 3 I. 10. a 


"03 34; cry from the ſiſh-gate, 


106. Unrecorded figns.] John XX. 30. 113. Ne- built. Nehem. III. 3» 
111,D:/c:ples urcatb'd. John XX. 22 fiſh- gate. 
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Book II. OR MAN RESTORED. 41 


Propitious ſmiles the dawn of this Great Day ; 

And unaccuftom'd confidence ib fpires 125 
My woe-worn breaſt ; my heart within me burns; 
On tiptoe. e high expectation : For | 
Laſt night, at the ſtill hour, when powerful fleep 

Had ſtcep'd my ſenſes in forgetfulneſs 


55 


And lull'd my fears to reſt, methought I faw 130 
Heaven open, and the Son of Rlan array'd 

In all tit habiliments of endlets Might; 

The brightneſs of paternal Glory ſhone 

Around the filial Perſon ; by him ſtood 

Spirits innumerable, and winged Powers, 135 
Celeſtial Virtues, Potentates, and Thrones ; 
When ttrait that well-known Voice, whole grateful 
I never may forget, affail'd my cars ound 
With theſe important Words addreſs'd to One 

In light exceſſive cloth'd Sapience is thine, 140 
And Holineſs, and Truth: With radiance crown'd, 
And with the Father's power and mine enaducd, 
On Earth exalt my name, as I, the Son, 

Have glorified the Father's--— Here he pauſed ; 

I inſtantly awak'd ; my heart beat high; 145 
And ſtill with hope, and heavenly tranſport glows. 
Afiured I am This Day ſhall here be brought 


Ihe Headſtone from the mountain of our 1852 


With loud Hoſannas and triumphant ſhew. 


This 
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This faid, he ceaſed; but anſwer made they none 4 
Save that their eyes expteſs'd a with devout 151 [ 
That the momentous viſion might not prove 11 
The baſcleſs fabric of a heated brain. : 
Silence enſued and meditation ſtill ; 
Upon their Maſter's love, his life, and death; 155 © 
Remembrance of his death, his life, his love, f 
Fill'd them with hope and melancholy joy; | 
And reſignation ſoften'd every eye. 4 
All faith, all hope, all charity they ſat, 4 

When lo! precipitate from heaven a Sound, 166 
As of a mighty and impetuous wind R 
Which in its rapid whirl uptears the Pine 1 
And proudeſt Oaks bears many a league away, 1 Arn 
Sudden the Houſe, where they were titting, fill'd; : Ne 
And in th' illumin'd Vacancy appear'd, 165 4 W 
Of fiery ſemblance, forms of Cloven Tongues, 3 Ne 
Which on the head of each Apoſtle ſat, In 
And lambent play'd around. Sprung from their ſeats, : Bu 

| Each petty nerve, each function ſtood aghaſt; As 
Fix'd in aſtoniſhment, they ſigh'd, they gazed; In 
Inexplicable tremors cours'd the while, 171 Im 


And ſhook their members almoſt to defeat; 

Whilſt warm dilations ſwell'd their ampler ſouls, 

Tranſports unſpeakable, and floods of thought. 
WT 1 Hefore 
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Before their open'd eyes in order fair 175 
And long ſucceſſion the bright Annals lay, 

In which recorded were the great Decrees 

Of that celeſtial Conſultation, held 

E'er the chaotic depths were broken up, 

Or the foundations of the worid were laid. 180 
Their comprehenſion ſcaun'd the height, the depth, 
The length, the breadth, of God's uncquall'd love 


To the tranſgreſſing race of fallen Man; 


luto remembrance like a torrent came 


Whatever Chrut had ſaid, whate'er the Seers, 185 
Whatever to the World's true peace belong d. 


This glorious blazon of myſterious Truth 
And full conception of celeſtial Things, 
Now burſting from their lips, amazed their ears 
With ſounds articulate, by them betore 190 
Not even heard; with languages and tongues, 
In which remoteſt nations held diſcourſe; 
But ſtrange to tell, as native to their ſenſe 
As the Judean, from their mouths would flow 
In utterance as voluble, But now 
Impatient Each, to tell the mighty change 
Wrought in his whole of man, or to confirm 
And atteſtation bear to the reports 
Of 


179. E'er the chaotic, Sc.] vide B. IV. I. 265. and 1 Pet. I. 20. 
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Of what in every boſum then was felt, 

From the Gueit-chamber ruſh'd the favor'd Band 
Into the Forum: where the ſhude'ring Crowd, 201 
Appall'd and ſtricken by the Signs of heaven, 
Aſſembled were in gathering multitude 

To know the dread Event. For they had heard 
The marvellous and thought contounding found ; 
And in the zenith of the clear Expanſe 206 
Had ſcen a flood of Glory, Which o'erſpread 


Th'extremeſt regions of the {ky with light, 


Iſluing a ſtream of pure ætlhiereal Light, 


Which fell innocuous on the lucent Houfe 

From whence th' Apoſtles came: Whoſe eager haſte, 

Whotc mien inſpir'd, and viſages illum'd, 

Created new alarms. Reaſon's beſt powers, 215 

Confounded and abaſh'd, no ſuccours lent ; 
Amazement uncontroul'd, and Dread profound 


Poſle(s'd them merely. When their anxious thoughts 


Thus Thomas with clated heart addrets'd, 


Peace to Mankind and never-f:ding joy, 220 
Comfort, and happineſs, and holy hope ! 5 
Your warfare is accompliſh'd, and your ſin, 
Your foul iniquity is waſh'd away. 
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Be comforted, be comforted, ye mourning Tribes, 
And wipe away all tears from every eye ; 225 
Sing ye, be glad, lift up your voice with ſtrength, 
The day of your rejoicing is at hand : | 
For the Lord God Omnipotent hath bound 

In adamantine chains your reſtleſs Foe, 
And Death is ſwallow'd up in Victory ; 230 
Rule and dominion is to Jeſus given 

And abſolute controul ; the womb of Time 

Is big with the advancement of his name 

Above whate'er is nam'd in Earth, or Air, 234 
Or Heaven above (the Caute uncaus'd except) ; 

To Him all knees ſha!l bow, and hail him Great, 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, 

The everlaſting Father, Prince of Peace ! 


And of his Government ſhall bu no end; 


But he ſhall reign ſupreme, High over all, 240 
Eternal King. And worthy is the Lamb, 
The Slain from the foundation of the world, 
From every tongue moſt worthy to receive 
Glory, and honour, and bleſſing, and power: 
For He ſalvation, and exceeding ſtrength, 245 
Hath purchas'd for all people by his blood, 
And rais'd them to be Kings aud Prieſts with us; 
He from th' eſſential Throne of Deity 
The promis'd Comforter (whoſe glorious ſigns 

25 F = 7 
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Of near approach yet harrow up your ſouls) 250 


The everlaſting Paraclete hath ſent 
To raiſe you to th' inheritance of Sons, 
The glorious liberty of Sons of God. 


So the once unbelieving Thomas ſpake ; 

And then with the expecting multitude 255 
They all communion held and large diſcourſe, 
Quick interchange of argument divine, 

On this full blazon of myſterious truths 

And ſecrets, which for ages had been hid 

From all enquiring eyes. With honeſt zeal 269 
They bare full evidence to God's beheſts. 


But how were the Sojourners ſtruck with awe, 
How loſt their minds in wonder and amaze, 


When cach in his own diale& had heard 


This glorious miracle of God avouch'd 265 


By men, who craving nature to ſuſtain 

A wretched pittance got by painful toil, 

And that inſtruction ſeem'd to need, hich they 
With more than human Ken to others gave!“ 
Whilſt the Judæans, who no language knew 270 
But their maternal, with tumultuous noiſe 
Of laughter and contempt, cried out aloud, [theſe 
'Tis Wine 1ofpires their tongues : What! are not 
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The Galilæans, rude illiterate Men, 
That Jeſus follow'd late, but tim'rous fled 275 
When the ſtrong handof power had ſœiz'd their Chief? 


To whom thus Peter in the Hebrew tongue, 
And with a ſerious brow and voice, that drew 
Attention and reſpect, reproving ſpake, 

O ye deceiv'd, and much deceiving men, 280 
Lay not that flattering union to the pain 
Of hearing what you will not underſtand ; 

Wine moyes not us, ye Scorners proud and vain, 
We ſpeak the words of Soberneſs. For Truth, 
Eternal Truth, determin'd to break through 235 


All obſtacles of prejudice, all forms 


Of human lore, all miſts, all ſettled clouds 
Of philoſophic ignorance, and blaze forth 


In its own ſhape an univerſal Light, 


Our minds irradiates.; and in copious ſtreams 290 
Of living wiſdom iftues from our tongues 
With moſt miraculous reſiſtleſs power. 


Of This your prophet Joel thus foretold, 


After that time of gloomineſs, fait.1 God, 


Then will I pour upon all fleſh my Spirit; ; 295 


Your old men ſhall dream dreams, your young men 
Celeſtial viſions ; in thoſe days of grace [ſee 
F 2 Your 

293. Of this] Ads It 16, 17, 
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Your daughters and your ſons ſhall prophecy : 

And Now to fortify our breaſts was ſent, 

And make them able to withſtand the darts 300 

Of Satan's malice, all afreſh inflamed 

By diſappointment and the ſhame endured 

Of Hell diſpeopled and th' Abyſs controul'd. 

But though all Violence ſhall back recoil 

Impetuous on his own deſtructive head, 2 

And, arm'd in innocence and dauntleſs faith, 
We thall be able to confront th' aſſail 

Of Thrones and Principalities combined 

In league with his allociates ; Yet will He, 

Grown wiſer by defeat, uſe all his wiles 310 
Of truth diflembled, ſhew of public good, 8 

Of lying accuſation, fraud, contempt, 

J'o undermine the bulwarks of thoſe truths 

Built on Chriſt's blood; and to th' ill judging World 

Ixhibit their Avouchers ſlaves of fin, 31 5 

Of ignorance and error, dupes to deceit. 5 8 

Meet therefore was it that th' approved Few, 

Selected for the great and arduous taſæ 

Of carrying to all nations and all tongues 

The goſpel tydings, ſhould be ſtrong 1 in Faith 20 

In Wiſdom, Patience, Languages, ad Des, 

His Partizans to {trike with thame and fear ; z 

And 

303. Hell diſpeopled.} I Pet. III. 19, 20. — 


8 
* 
i276 
* 
*. 
7 
- 
In 
on 
] 
#+ 
* 
7 = 
& 
* 
* 


Cy 


1d 


HO . 


Their hateful carcaſes; Hell's power be mine; 


When at their feet the Maniac's Mother fell, 
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And to convince the world of antient Sin, 


Of Righteouſnets fulhil'd, and Judgement paſs'd. 


Away, away, cried One with horrid micn, 325 
Away, away, deteſted ſlaves, away: 
I know you well; p=raition on your heads, 
Ye hateful Miniſters of his curs'd power, 
Who dwells tfupreme in heaven, Tyrant abhorr'd : 
Confuſion mock your pains; abortive prove 330 
Your labours ; and your beſt reward be hate, 
Bittereſt contempt, and ignominious death, [dwell 
Brace my itrong nerves, ye furious Fiends, that 
In ſulphurous flames, and give me to controul 
Their growing power: my willing bhuews brace, 
That I may give to the devouring kites 336 
As in times paſt oppoſcleſo be my will.— 
So ſaying, every petty nerve he ſtrain'd, 
And, burſting from his Keepers arms, fell down 
Upon the ground, bereft of ſenſe to riſe ; 341 
He roar'd, he foam'd, he bit the ſcones for rage; 
His furious ſoul ſeemed ready to diſrupt. 


Its earthy continent. 


Th! Apoſtles ſtood 


Fix' 45 in aſtoniſhment and dumb with woe; 345 


And 
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And thus in tears their help implor'd ;—Oh Sirs, 
If ye did ever in your boſoms feel, 
And ye do feem to be of tender caſt, 

If ye did ever know what pity sis, 350 
How dear it is to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd, 
To pour the balm of comfort on a foul 
Burning with rage, deſtraught with helliſh dreams, 
Look with an eye of mercy on that wretch ; 


Forgive his impious words; and, for ye can, 355 Þ w 
Expel thoſe deviliſh Fiends. h ſee, oh ſee, Br 
What torments he endures, what racking pains !— 5 II. 
Have mercy, mercy, Sirs, or he expires, : A; 
My fon, my only ſon.— Ve dogs of hell, 359 Þ m7 
Infatiate monſters, ceaſe ; ceaſe hell-hounds, ceaſe; : 11, 
See, ſee, his limbs how writh'd ; his furious ſoul - 
Extend your mercy, Sirs, your mercy now, ; 
Ule your high powers, expel theſe dreadful ſends, : 0 
A mother's pangs relieve, reſtore my ſon, WW 
He dies, if you deny him inſtant aid. 365 F. 
. : M 
Receive thy Son, fond parent, to thy arme 
From Satan's bondage free, ſaid John whoſe Eyes 1 T 
With tears o'erflow'd, thy faith hath made him whole NI 
The Devils heard, nor further queſtion ſtay'« " T 
But inſtantly the rack 9 Dæmoniac left. 370 | © 
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Oh me! he dies, he dies, the mother cried :— 
Be not too haſty to believe thy fears, 
Replicd the Saint, thy former faith retain. 


After an anxious pauſe, with the ſupport 
Of near aſſiſting friends, he roſe from Earth; 375 
And looking round with wonder and amaze, 
On his Deliverer fix'd his conſcious Eyes. 
With dread anxiety his boſom heav'd, 
With many a thought for utterance too big ; 


Breathleſs and faint, and almoſt dead with ſhame, 


He round his mother threw his feeble arms, 381 
And in her boſom pour'd a flood of tears; 
Then ſlowly raiſing from her breait his head 


He thus in pious accents ſilence broke, 


Oh Sirs, what words are equal to the taſk, 385 
Of telling forth the wonders of your power; 
What recompence, what thanks, what praiſe is due 
For this tranſcendent witneſs of your love ; 

My cleanſed Soul— . 
And is it true, my Son, 
The eager mother cried, have then my prayers, 390 


My earneſt prayers prevail'd ? And do I live, 
To ſee thoſe fiends expell'd, and thee reſtor'd 


Cleanted and gentle to my hopeleſs arms ? 
. Oh 
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Oh! not on Me thy fond endearments waſte, 
Replied the ſon, but aſk thoſe wond'rous men 395 


What we mult do ſuch mercies to deſerve. 


Ve potent Miniſters of Grace, ſhe ctied, 
Atteſted delegates of Heaven, unfold 

Your high beheſts, and to our willing ears 

Repeat your ſacred lore; what thall we do? 400 
Teach us, oh! teach us, how we may deſerve 

His gracious love, whoſe Delegates you are. 


Oh ! teach us, teach us, cried th' aſtoniſh'd crowd ; * 


Ye dear Attendants on Meſitah's ſteps 


Tell us what elſe belongs unto our peace. 405 


Retire we then, the mild Apoſtle ſaid, 
To where the folemn Temple's vaulted roof 
May ſhield our bodies from the ſcorching heat 
Of that full-blazing Sun poſting to noon; 
And there ſhall Peter, on whole aged brow 410 
Sit ſage experience, ſanctity, and truth, 
At large to your detiring ſouls relate 
What of importance) vet remains ; untold. 473 


409. Full-blazing Jun.] The time being a lintle alas nine o'clock in 


the morning; ſeeing it was but the third hour of the day. Acts II. 15. 


The End of the Second Bock. 
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The progreſs to the Temple. John's recital, of the 


cruelties &c. exerciſed upon Chriſt, of the cru- 
cifixion, of the intombment, and of the ſpirit 


and weapons of the Goſpel. Marcellus relates 


the various opinions of the Gentiles in regard 


to the expectation of the Jewiſh Meſſiah. 
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O ſaid, they to the Temple bent their courſe 
Encircled with a {till encreaſing preſs ; 
And ſoon they came into a ſpacious Square, 
Where full to view the Præfect's palace gave 
It's lofty columns and its haughty tow'rs ; 5 
The ſtrong Prætorium on their left hand ſtood, 
The Hall and Seat of Judgment on their right. 


Thi Apoſtles ſtopp'd, and, fighing, ſhook their 
When John his keen reviving forrows thus | heads; 


8 In burſts of paſſion plaintively expreſs'd; 10 


Alas! Remembrance, how thou wring'ſt my heart! 
There, in that Place, beneath that fatal Roof, 
S 6 Th' 
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'Th' extorted Sentence paſs'd. And there, ſee there 
The Court of Guard ! Oh tremble as you look ! 
There with mock majeſty ye cloth'd his Back 1 5 
Streaming with blood and harrow'd with the laſh 
Of cruel rods, and ſtill more cruel ſtrokes 

Of foul indignities and ſcoffs profane: 

There did you crown with thorns that harmleſs Head, 
Which buſted was Salvation to procure 20 
For you his unprovoked enemies : 

There did you ſpit upon that Face divine, 

Which never look'd on you but with an Eye 

Of bounteous pity. On theſe flinty ſtones, 

Here on this rugged way you rudely urged 25 
His wounded Feet, that daily were fatigued 

With wand'ring through calamity's dark haunts 
And quelling the fell rage of pain and woe. 


Oh ſenſcleſs men! with hearts more hard than flint, 


More mutable than is the varying moon! 39 

How was it poſlible, ye could the life 

Of Barabbas, a vile Incendiary, claim, 

A Murderer convict ; and Jeſus lay, 

The lowly Jeſus? Him, whoſe righteous ſteps 

Ye ſought in Galilee's remoteſt bounds ; 35 
And patient bore the cold dank dews of night _ 

And ſcorching heats of day on Syria's waſtes, 

That you might hear the glorious Truths, which 
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Prophetic from his tongue; Him, who ſupplied 
With food miraculous your fainting ſouls 40 
So often in the houſeleſs wilderneſs; 

Him, whom fo late at Bethany you hail'd 

Th' imperial Heir of David's holy throne; 

And welcom'd to theſe Walls with every mark 
Of gratitude and honour : When ye ftrew'd 45 


Palm branches in his way, and cried aloud, 


To David's Son Hoſanna ; Bleſs'd is He 

That bears that Name; Hotanna in the High'ſ ; 

When your Wives climb'd upon th' o'er-hanging 
roots, 

Their Children in their arms, to ſee him paſs; 50 


And theſe wide Streets were choak'd with crowds of 


Of maim'd, and blind, expecting his approach | ſick, 
And from his gracious hands health, ſtrength, and 
When ye did cling around his gentle knees, [ ſight; 
And with uplifted hands and eyes addreſs'd 55 
Your earneſt thanks to Heav'n, and bleſs'd the hour 


That gave him birth, the paps that gave him fuck. 


Yet had theſe prayers, with ardent zeal cxpreſs'd, 
Scarce reach'd the gates of Heav'n, when you had 
This once dear Object of your warmeſt love | dragg'd 


With every mark of inſult and abhorrence 61 


To an accurs'd and ignominious death. 
Oh! *rwas an Act, at which Injuſtice ſnudder'd; 


» - 


Aud 
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And &en the Roman Pilate waſh'd the blood 
From his contaminate hands, that it might fall 65 
On your devoted Heads: *twas ſuch an AQ, 
That thefe ſharp Stones, which drank his ſtreaming 
Which trembled at his agonizing words, | blood, 
"T 1s FINISH'D ALL, ſhall at the Judgment Day 
Againſt you riſe ; and pall their ſtricken fouls, 70 
Wo ſhall not then have waſh'd away the ſtain 

Of their enormous guilt with many a tear 

Of deep contrition and availing grief, 


Th' Apoſtle's viſage chang'd, and his claſp'd hands 
Uplifted were forgiveneſs to implore 75 
Of bigh-oftended Heaven for their crime; 

But the Centurion of the ranks, which ſtood 
Beneath the fatal Croſs when Chriſt expired, 
The cauſe miſtaking of his heighten'd looks, 
With deprecating accents ſpoke in haſte ; 80 


Though poignant indignation goad thy wrath, 
Oh! yet ſpeak comfort to their wounded ſpirits ; 
For mark the tears that fearfully run down 
Their faded cheeks in penitential ſtreams. = 
A Rueful Decd it was; and vengeance calls, 85 
Redoubled vengeance on their guilty heads, 

Ter - Whoſe 
77. the Centarion, 8c.) Matt. XXVII. 36, g4. Mam XV. 39. 
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Whoſe boiſterous tumult, and ſeditious roar 
Of cruciry HIM, CRUCIFY HIM, drown'd 
The voice of Juſtice, and made Mercy drop 
Her outſtretch'd arm. But *twas deluſion all 90 
And miſconceiv'd opinion of the Sign [Prieſts, 
That ſhould his claims demonſtrate : Th' envious 
Dreading deſtruction to their Pride of State 

And trembling at the ſeeming threat denounc'd 
Againſt the Temple's weal, alarm'd the fears 95 
Of the unwary multitude ; and rais'd 

With aggravated ſtrains of pompous woe 

Their yet unſtable minds to mad exceſs 

Againſt Meſſiah. Fallen iu the toils 

Of perjury and fraud, blinded with zeal, 100 
With furious rage inflam'd, theſe hapleſs men 
Their deep, deep debt of gratitude forgot, 

And in that fatal tumult of their ſouls 

Hurried to ſlaughter the eternal King, 

The Son of ny for ſuch he furely was. 105 


Rightly haſt cham, Believer wine ſurmiſed ; 
"Twas pride, ſaid John, with ſordid intereſt join d, 
That moved the envious Prieſthood 'gainſt the life 

Ko Of 


91. the Sion. ] T will deſtrov this temple (viz. the temple of my body) 


and in n three days I will raiſe it up again (from the grave) Mark XIV. 


58, 
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Of Innocence like his: within his breaſt 


No vices raged, no paſſions domineer'd ; 110 


But Peace, and Purity, and Truth alone 
Unxrivall'd Sovereigns fat. Virtue in him 
Appear'd to human view a living Form 

All glorious to behold. But ſoon, alas! 

The light ineffable and brightneſs pure, 115 
That round the beautiful Exemplar ſhone, 

Were hid in darkneſs; and that Viſage marr'd, 
Which every eye attracted, every heart. 

His days of ſojourn in this world of ſin 

Were number'd in the rolls of heaven; but woe, 
Eternal woe on their devoted heads, 121 
By whoſe award his hands, his tender feet, 

Oh agonizing pain! his trembling fleſh, 


The cruel Iron tore; who to the Croſs, 124 


That Tree the moſt accurs'd, nail'd the dread Lord 
Of Earth, of Hell beneath, and Heaven above. 


Vengeance, dread vengeance in that place of Thrall, 


Where horrid execrations, loud laments, 
And gnaſhings ceaſeleſs ſtun the wretched ear, 


Shall on their ſouls be ta'en; Monſters, not Men * : 
And lo ye now ! Where Calvary far off 13: | 


Through yonder opening ſhews his baleful Top! 
And fee the fatal Croſs! Oh! who can ſcan 


121, Calvary.) Matt. XXVII. 6, 
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The height, the depth, of God's tranſcendent ways, 
His love immenſe! Six hours, fix tedious hours 
The Power of Darkneſs on the torturing rack 136 
The Lord of life, Meſſiah, Son of God 

Expiring Kept. Methinks J fee him now, 

His Head reclin'd upon his outſtretch'd arm; 


His Face, like Patience on a monument, 140 


ry 
2 


Smiling at grief; yet vibrates on my ear 
The dear rever'd Bequeſt, © BEHOLD THY MoTrrs, 


© REMEMBER ME. When I forget thee, Lord, 


Or ceaſe to tell the wonders of thy love, 
Let my tongue loſe its living faculties, 145 
And to the roor be fix'd. Remember thee ! 


Yes, mighty Lord, while Memory holds a ſeat 


In this enlighten'd globe. Remember thee ! 

Yea from the table of my memory 

Il wipe away all trivial fond records, 150 

All precious ſaws, all forms, all preſſures paſt; 

And thy Commandment all alone ſhall live 

Within the book and volume of my brain 

Unmix'd with baſer matter. Liſt ye, Liſt ! 

His ſoul now fainting in him, how he cried 154 

In accents gentle, ſuch as might have 'ſuaged 

The madded Tyger's rage, 1 thirſt, I thirſt ! 

The Prieſts, inſenſate Scofters, ſtood the while 

H In- 

142. Bebold thy Motber.] John XIX. 26, 27. 
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Indulging ſpleen with many a jeſt profane; 159 
Wagging their heads, and calling out with ſcorn, 
Thou Boaſter vain, thou mighty King of kings, 
Now fave Thyſelf, and from the croſs deſcend, 
A ſovereign potion here thy coming waits; 
Then laugh'd aloud, and, turning on the heel 
With contumelious geſture, ſtalk'd away. 


The miniſters of vengeance meanwhile reach'd 


165 


The mixture rank of vinegar and gall 
To his deſiring lips; thoſe patient lips, 
From whence e'en then had ſped a fervent prayer 
In carneſtneſs of ſoul to Heaven preterr'd, 170 
FoRGIVE THEM, SIRE, THEY KNOW NOT WHAT 
THEY DO. 
The nauſeous draught refuſed, He bowed the head, 
He dicd. 
Marcellus, the Centurion, here 
With triſtful viſage calmly interpoſed ; I75 
Within the volume of my time I've ſeen [Time 
Hours dreadful and things ſtrange ; but that fore 
Did trifle former knen ugs; 1 high Heavens, 
As troubled at man's Act, in hideous ſort 
Threaten'd this bloody Stage ; the cumb'rous Earth 
Was feveriſh ; and you, ye Elements, 181 
Forgot your uſe; the Sun was ſick to death; 
The Moon withdrew her light; and the fix'd Stars 
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2 


Hid their faint beams; all Nature ſtood appall'd ; 
Man, not c'en Man, dared look on what he'd done, 
For thoſe, who late with hands injurious fmote 186 
The Son of Mary's breaſt, now ſmote their own 
In dread aſtoniſhment ; and {trait retired, 

6 Struck dumb through fear and diſpoſition ſhook 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of their fouls. 


Soon to return, replied th' Apoſtle John, 191 

I And heap cen inſults on the hallow'd Corſe. 
55 lis fide, a Soldier with unfeeling hand 
85 Pierc'd with a ſpear; and thercout inſtant ruſh'd,— 

But You were preſent, ſaw the mingled ſtream 
id, | Of blood and water : Blood as rubics red, 196 

And Water, clearer than the dimpling brook 

That flows yon vale along. Portent divine ! 
What eye could fee it, and not record bear 
ich : To its beheſts ? What heart not underſtand ? 290 


. þF. Behold yon ample Cavern dark and wide, 
Form'd by the craggy head of that huge rock 
P rojecting o'er its baſe ! Its marbie jaws 
ncloſc a ſpace for ſepulture deſigu'd 


| H 2 7 Of 
181 | 


1006. Blood and water.) A proof ner from the wound, is the Peri- | 

tars £ of the real death of Chriſt. As cardium; which being pierced, | 

lid 4 the only part containing water, inevitable death muſt be the con- 
> which could iſſue in a viſible man- ſequence. 
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Of Arimathian Joſeph's wealthy race: 205 
There, He, juſt man, permiſnon firſt obtain'd 
Of Pontius Pilate, the pale Ruin brought 
Amidſt the ſighs, the lamientations, groans, 
Of our attending friends: There holy Anne, 
Elizabeth, and Mary Magdalen, 210 
F reely gave vent to their oppreſſive grief; 
They beat their breaſts, they tore their ſhevel'd hair; 
The feet of Jeſus they profuſely bath'd, 
His bloody hands, his face, with floods of tears. 
But Oh! what wands can paint, what tongue deſcribe 
The Virgin Mother, She, the highly bind 416 
Above all others of her tender ſex, 
As back ſhe fell into my trembling arms; 
Her {woln breaſt heaving with unutter'd woe; 
Her eyes now darting on the gaping wounds; 228 
In pitcous action now to heaven upraiſed; 
Then glaring horribly a ghaſtly frown 
As on the Corle they glanc'd : Till nature ſpent 
And her whole frame unnerv'd, She fenſelets ſunk 
into the laps of thoſe dear friends, whoſe griefs, 
Wmoſe fears, had now an object that alarm'd 226 
There whole of womanhood : Grim Death was buly, 
And with life long held a doubtful conflict. 
Their Prayers, their tender and atiiduous cares 


At 


205. Arimathian.] The yp of the laft ſyllable but one ſhort, is 
Founded upon an mufus | liberty, | | 
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At length prevail'd; And the returning blood 230 
Suffus'd o'er her cold checks a gentle bluth ; 

She warm'd, the ope'd her eyes; and with a voice 
More ſweet, than is the ſound of murmuring rills 
To him who travels on the burning waſte, 

Saluted our glad ears. But now in haſte 235 
The good old Councellor Meſſiah took 

And the dead Body in fair linen wrapp'd; 

Then careful plac'd it on a mourning bier; 

And without funeral obſequy or n 

Without due rite or ceremony more 240 
(Apace the time of Sabbath haſt' ning an) 

He order'd 'gainit the mouth of the dark © Cave 

A PIN e the work of numerous ſtrength, 


To be o'th' inſtant roll'd. Then all retired 


To ſpend their time in charitable prayers, 245 
In watchings, faſtings, meditations deep [kept; 


On the paſt Scenes. Thus, that High Day was 
The Laſt, that by commandment of the Law 
Of our great prophet Moles ſhall oblige 

Our holy Race. 355 250 

What is't the Babler ſays? _ 

Bawl'd out a furious Scribe, Gerthon his name, 
Pretence moſt impious, obloquy moſt falle : 
Who is't that dares againſt our Prophet. thus, 

Or his dread laws blaſpheme? Who 1s't that dares ? 
| Silence 
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Silence thy clamorous tongue, Marcellus cried, 
Nor let thy rude and contumelious throat, 257 
This Holy Nan from his narration fright. 

Then turning to th' Apoſtle with a look 

Of deep reſpect and mild complacency, 260 
Proceed, divine Hiſtorian, and relate 

To our attentive cars what elſe remains 

That's Fit for us to hear, or thee to tell. 


Well haſt thou warn'd. me, gentle Monitor, 
Replied the meck Apoſtle? But the Power, 265 
That glorious Power, that within us dwells, 
That fills our Souls with ſtrength, and to our Tongues 
Gives able utterance, forbids us fear 
The cunning'ſt arts, the fierceſt wrath of man. 

For thy good caution, notwithſtanding, thanks ; 
It minds me to declare, no war we wage 271 
Againſt Man's civil rights, or ſocial claims 

Them undiſturb'd to the caprice we leave, 

The cuſtoms, manners, exigencies, weal, 

Of varying Time, or local Circumſtance. 275 
The Foes we fight againſt are ſlaves of Hell, 

Fell Satan's Crew, that long have proſtrate held 
The Empire of the mind. The Powers, we bring 
Againſt this rebel Rout, are ſigns from Heaven, 
And wonders wrought iu his moſt holy name, 280 
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67. 
Who late the victim of contempt and hate 

On yonder Crols expir'd: And to withſtand 
Th' attacks of our ſo potent Adverſaries, 

Our loins are girt about with Truth, our breaſts 
With Righteouſneſs ; our ready feet are thod 285 
With greaves of Peace; our ſevenfold thield is Faith; 
A ſhicld well able to receive, and quench 

The fierceſt darts of the infernal Foe : 

Our war- proof caſque, our glorious helm is Hope, 
The glorious Hope of riſing from the grave, 290 
And living ages, endleſs ages, Heirs 

Of reconcilement, and joint Heirs with Chriſt 
In that eternal kingdom, where all love, 

And harmony, and joys unfading reign ; 

Our weapon, ſharper than the keenetit fword, 
The heart's receſſes piercing, is the Word, 
The mighty Word of God: For 'tis our heut 
To ſpeak of things molt ſtrange and moſt unus'd ; 
To ears uncircumcis'd-grating harſh diſcord ; 
Events to tell of, full of weighty charge 300 
And near concern to an approbious world. 

But in this warfare with the Legions 'ſcap'd 


295 


From the dark confines of the deep Abyſs, 


And firmly trench'd in ſtations of acceſs 
Dangerous and difficult, if't be our lot 305 


To meet with bonds, afflictions, priſons, racks, 


We 


Before the throne of his eternal Grace. 330 
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We like good Soldiers muſt with patience *bide 


Our wayward fate; for woe, dire woe is ours, 
If we deſert our banner, quit our poſt. 


To whom Marcellus ; heavenly Teacher, on 


We live but to attend thy high beheſts. 311 


If worthy Soldier, John replied, thy heart 
Thus burn within thee, and thy ſpirits haſte 
To know th' extent of our momentous Charge, 
From bare rehearſal of that bloody Act; 315 


What would'ſt thou do, had'ſt thou like us but heard 


That Man of Sorrow, that Oppreſs'd with grief, 
That crucified Meſſiah, buried Chriſt, 
Now riſen from the dead, his fleſh unchanged, 


His mortal wounds yet opening their red lips, 320 


Diſcloſe the Secrets of £ filent grave; 
At large declaring the ſtupendous Whole 
Of man's Redemption. 

1 The Centurion fired 
With carneſt expectation, quickly ſaid, 325 
Tell thoſe glad Tidings, thou Belov'd ſe heaven, 
If but thou may'ſt, that We with hearts as true, 


As warm as thoſe of the celeſtial Throng 


May own this Prince of life, and proſtrate face 
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The Apoſtle ſtopp'd ; and on the liſt'ning crowd 
Beſtow'd a look of tendereſt regard; 
Then in himſelf collected, and in act 


To 1 peak 


The warrior Proſelyte in haſte 335 
Beſpoke his patience. Pardon, Sire, the zeal, 
That, wrapt in wonder and amaze, ſo long 
Would thoughtlets Keep thee in th' advancing heat; 
Nay more, that venerable Sage detain 
From his accorded promiſe. For behold, 340 
The Temple where it ſtands! Its Colonades 
Will ſhelter yield from the oppreſſing beams 
Of that bright ſun ; aud its high Courts rejoice 
To hear the tread of your moſt welcome feet. 


Thanks for thy timely counſel, John replied, 
Then turning, onward palt with gentle pace, 346 
And as they went Marcellus thus diſcours'd; 


Taught by our Roman Inſtitutes to owe 
Profoundeſt reverence to th' immortal Pow'rs, 
Who rule the changes of this world, and fend 359 
Or good or ill upon it's different climes _ 
As beſt befits their wiſdom or their wills; 
It ſtill has been my hced, where-c'er my lot 
Or martial charge has placed me, to obſerve 


a 1 


cr 
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— 


The Manner of the Gods. And much allow'd 355 

My various travels through remoteſt zones: 

For, from Britannia's warlike ifle recall d, 

I ſaw the mighty Julius on the banks 

Of Rubicon, a moment as he paus'd, 

The fate of Rome perpending ; and bcheld 360 
The gallant conqueror, in full carcer 

Of victory and godlike enterprize, 

Crouching the knee to Cleopatra's form, 

The flave of her enchantments. In the ranks 

Of his Auguſtus number'd, I was there, 365 
When Parthia's Majeſty ſubmiſſive brought, 

From her reluctant temples and the tops 

Of her triumphal arches, the rich ſpoils, 

Obtain'd from flumb'ring Craſſus, to the feet 369 
Of Rome's dread Emperor. And ſince theſe limbs 
Could bear the bruite of arms, they ſtill have uſed 

Their deareſt action in the tented field. 
In thete fo various wand'rings I have found 
Enough of folly and perverted truth 
To make my penſive and diſguſted heart 375 
With firm reliance on the God repoſe 
Of your Forefathers; One, Almighty, Wiſe. 

| teel that Truth break ſplendid on my breaſt ; 


I own 


355. The Manner of the Geds.] Deut. XII., 30, 
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Book III. on MAN RESTORED. 1 


] own its ſovereign and oppoſeleſs force: 
And am prepar 'd to lend a ſerious ear 
To the diſcloſures of theſe pregnant Times: 


For in the midſt of thoſe diſtracting forms 


Ot ſuperſtition and demonic cult, 
Which keep at gaze the raw promiſcuous herd, 


There {till is ſome Memorial of th' events, 8 


3 

Which now aſtoniſh ſo our reaſoning powers. 
The gaulic Druid by his great revenge 

Or by his God's authentic will inſpired, 

With garments all afloat, with haggard eyes 389 

And fierce demeanour, from his trackleſs heights 


Threatens the paſſing Conquerors of the Globe 


With that Judzan's empire, which ſhall riſe 


_ High above all the kingdoms of this world. 


The memphian Cohen, and the Prieſts, who dwell 
Deep in the caverns of the eaſtern Rocks, 395 
Amidſt their faſtings and ſevereſt watch _ 
Have long expected from theſe realms a Prince 


With powers tranſcendent, higheſt glory crown 'd2 


The Books prophetic of that Roman Dame, 
Who with myſterious energy enforced _ 400 
Her ſtill encreafing claims, the Sybil's page 
The Birth announces in theſe circling times 
Of that famed Child, beneath whoſe ſignal reign 
The Virgin comes, and old Saturnian Times; 


13 When 
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When the dire footſteps of our crimes eras'd 405 
Shall free the world from everlaſting dread ; 

When he, Immortal, ſhall with Mortals dwell, 
And with paternal virtues rule mankind. 408 


The End of the Third Book. 
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e 
| CREATION. ' 
d 6: 7 
c | I' Apoſtles now and the attending crowd, 
i By ſteep aſcent and the Coponian gate, 


Had reach'd the Court upon Moriah's mount 
1C | To ſtrangers open and of Gentiles named; 
And through the ſpacious Porticos, upheld 
By lofty columns, placed in long-drawn rows 
Four-fold, had paſs'd the memorable Gates 
Surnam'd of Huldah, propheteſs divine, 
And vainly deem'd an everlaſting proof 
Of Time's reſtricted power; and to the right 
Turning their eyes, toward Sion's royal hill, 
Such fight the ſtately and o'erpeering height 
Of God's own Mount commanded, full in view 
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They ſaw its lovely ſummit (once the ſeat 

Of holy David, matchlefs Hero) crown'd 15 
With hoſtile battlements and Roman arms. 

But onward prefling the Apoſtles reach'd 

The porch of Solomon, whole fretted vault 
Receives the ſplendors of the orient ſun ; 

And all intent to gain their wonted place 20 
Of prayer and meditation, they had paſs'd 

The beauteous gate of Sulan ;— 

. When a voice, 
Like that of him, who, on the ſurging flood 

A ſtorm-tols'd wreck beſtriding, ſees at hand 25 
By the dark glimpſes of the umber'd Moon 

An unexpected bark, aflaiPd their ears 
 With—Hear me—Hear me—On me mercy ſhew ! 


Rebuked, he louder cried, ye friends of Chriſt, 


My piercing miſeries, my woes relieve. 30 
Theſe earneſt accents heard, th' Apoſtles ſtopp'd, 
And backward ſtepp'd; the heart-pierc'd crowd gave 


And quickly pointed to the place, where laid [way, 
The piteous Object. Tor: Soo 
1 Then ſtrait meek-hearted John 
Addreſs'd the clamorous {upplicant, What mean 
Thy cries, thy urgent and importunate ſuit ? 
What boon would'ſt thou obtain ?— 
Behold me here 
A man, 


— 
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A man, he cries, that once knew better days, 45 
My limbs alert, my eye-balls clear ; but now 
Subdu'd and broken by misfortune's blows 

All comfortleſs I drag a weary life: 

& feel yon ſovereign vital lamp, but He 

% Revilits not theſe eyes, that roll in vain 45 
To find his piercing ray; to them ne'er comes 
„Pay, or the ſweet approach of Ev'n or Morn ; 

« But cloud inſtead and ever during dark 

“ Surrounds me;“ cruel and diſtreſsful lot! 

But to fill up the meaſure of my woes, 8 
Nerve rending ſpaſms have benumb'd my limbs, 
Drawn up my tinews, and my bones disjointed 
My feet diſown all uſe ; my wither'd arms 
Suffice not to lift up a crumb of bread _ 

Or cup of water to my craving lips; 

And here I fit the verieſt wretch forlorn, 

That breathes beneath the cope of angry Heaven. 
Upheld by nothing in this diſmal world, 


0 
WU 


But the fond hope of hearing your approach, 


And of receiving from your bands that help, 60 
Which you alone to woe like mine can give. 


Believ'ſt thou, anſwer'd Peter, that we can? 
Oh, I believe; am therefore hither brought; 
| heard what time Meſſiah died; And felt 

5 K The 
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The mid-day gloom, this ſolid marble ſhake 65 
Through: every pore, in proof of Shiloh flain. 


As is thy faith, th' Apoſtle then replied, 
So be thy great reward; In the great Name 
Of Jeſus, Lord of heaven and earth, receive 
Thy fght; Ariſe, take up thy bed, and walk. 70 


Not ſooner in the void and formleſs Sun, 
TY Almighty Fiat given, exiſted Light, 
Than on his lucent eycballs flaſh'd the blaze 
Of chearſul day; His linews were relaxed; 74 
His bones, his joints replac'd ; his ſtrength reſtor'd; 
His priſtine form renew'd ; And bright eved Health 
Sat on his count'nance {miling ; glorious ſight !. 
Tranſported with the change, he leap'd from earth; 
Then gazed, then walk'd, then ſtood ; then walk'd 

and gazed 

Again ; As though uncertain whether he ſhould truſt 
Th' avouchment of his priſtine faculties, 81 
At laſt collected, on his knees he fell, 
And thus in pious accents breath'd his ſoul, 


All gracious Being, Lord of heaven and earth, 


And, if 't be lawful, let me add thy name, 8 5 


Ichovah, Jeſus, Son of God moſt High, 


To 


Tt 
1 
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To tell thee, with what wonder and what joy 

My Eyes behold again the chearing rays 

Or that illuſtrious Lamp; with what delight, 

What love, what rapturous gratitude I bend 99 

My able Knees, and raiſe my phant Arms 

In humble adorations to the throne 

Of thy eternal Grace; In ſongs of praiſe 

To thce, my days, my nights 
Grant me to work 95 


Such miracles, cried Gerſhon from the midit 

Of the ſurrounding throng ; And name the gold 
Reipondent to your withes or the gift, 

'Tis yours; Nay more, my ſtores ſhall ever be 


Thy money periſh with thee, impious wretch, 
Return'd th' Apoſtle ; Oh, dire thirſt of gain, 101 
That all confideration {wallows up!“ | 
Think'ſt thou the gifts of Heaven are the purchaſe 
Of filthy lucre ? ſenſual, deviliſh thought! 


Appall'd and ſtricken by the ſtern rebuke, 105 
A ſudden horror thrilPd through all his veins, 
A cold damp ſweat ſuffus'd his torpid limbs, 
His eyes grew dim, his curdled blood ſtood fill, 
And every flacken'd fibre giving way, 
He dropp'd to earth an almoſt lifelcts corſe. 110 


K 2 5 5 Fear 
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Fear aud amazement ſciz'd the gazing crowd, 1 
In ſilent awe they let the Swooner's friends 3 
Remove the ſtricken body from the Porch; . 
No murmurs ſtole upon their wayward tongues, 5 
Nor keen reproaches on their glancing eyes; 113 BE 
Convinc'd, they own d th avenging hand of God, De 
And the dread terrors of his Servants' power. 1 

60 ] 

Marcellus, the devout ccnturion, view'd P30 
The pafling acts “ attentive, and was fill'd * 
„With admiration and deep mule,” to ſee 120 Et 
Such ſtrange and ſuch unfathomable things. | 1 
And now to know defirous, how theſe powers Wt! 
Of ſupernatural working firſt began; 3 

3 


When, and whereof created; for what cauſe;“ 

What in theſe late or elder days was done 125 

To make them needful; “ He, as one, whoſe drought 

6 Yet ſcarce allay'd, ſtill eyes the current ſtream, 

„ Whole liquid murmur heard, new thirtt excites, 

© Proceeded thus to aſk” the faithful Twelve. 

Great things and full of wonder” to our eyes, 

And liſt'ning ſenſe,“ far differing from this world, 

© Ye have reveal'd, Divine Interpreters ;” 

To tell us, by celeſtial © favor ſent, 

Of what might elſe have been our endlets loſs 

* Unknown ; which human knowledge could not 
reach: 8 „ 
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„ For which to th' Infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks. But ſince you have vouckfated 
& Gently for our inſtruction to impart 

«© Things above earthly thought, which yet concern'd 
„Our knowing, as to the higheſt wiſdom ſeem'd,“ 
Deign to proceed ſtill further, and fulfill 

That promite, Reverend Sage, but cerwhile given; 
* Relate, (if unforbid thou may'ſt unfold, 
„What we, not to explore the tecrets, alk, 

„Of his eternal empire, but the more 145 
* To magnify his works”) what are thoſe Truths, 


Which we behold with ſuch illuſtrious ſhew 


And god-like tokens uſher'd in? what caule 
„Moved the Almighty in his holy reſt 
„Through all Eternity ſo late“ to give 150 
Their weighty contents to the World? How ſoon, 
Promulg'd, (hall they attain their gracious end? 

| Theſe, or whatever elſe more nearly ſuits 

| Our ſtate of weak humanity to know, 

Be it thy godlike portion to refolve ; _ 135 
| Ours to attend with ears as huſh as night, 
When the attends to the ſymphonious tunes 

| Of the revolving Orbs chaunting ſweet hymns 
To the *rapt ears of high Intelligence. 


Thus the Apoſtle good Marcellus urged, 160 


And thus the zealous Peter anſwer'd mild; 
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+ This thy requeſt, with manly caution aſk'd, 
*« Obtain ; though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of angel can ſuffice, 
Or heart of man ſuffice to comprehend? 165 
« Yet what thou can'ſt attain,” or you my friends 
And fellow citizens, “ which beſt may ſerve 
£ To glorify the Maker, and infer 
% You alſo happier, ſhall not be withheld 
„ Your hearing; Such commiſſion from above 170 
« We have recciv'd, to anſwer your delire 
„Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abſtain 
«© To aſk, nor let your own inventions hope 
„Things not reveal'd ; which tl Inviſible King, 
„Only Omniſcient, hath ſuppreſs'd in night, 175 
Jo none communicable in Heaven or Earth.” 


Then ſtanding on the ſeat of him, who kept 
The doors of Hinoth, and encircled round 
With reverend members of the Sauhedrim, 
With Scribes, and Phariſees, and men devout 180 
From every quarter preſting to obtain 
A ſight of Heaven's atteſted Miniſters, 
He paus'd awhile ; then rais'd his arm fublime. 
Silence demanding, and infpir'd began. 


Men, Brethren, Fathers, lend a patient car 185 


To the diſcloſures of my open'd ſoul; 


Hear, 


WH 
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Hear, and lay hold upon the Words of Life. 


Ye men of Ifrael, children of the ſtock 

Of faithful Abraham, to you, ye Sous, 

Ye favorite Objects of th' Almighty's love, 190 
To you of right our Goſpel Hrſt belongs; 

The Covenants, the Promiſes are yours; | 
Yours are the lively Oracles of God ; 

The Law from heaven to your forefathers given 
Leads you to knowledge, and prepares your minds 
For the reception of taole truths, which flow 196 
In ſtreatus of wildom from that holy Source: 

You long have been of the eternal King 
A choſen generation, roval pricithood, 


An holy nation, a peculiar people: 200 
You can behold this goodly frame of things, 

Their qualities, their wiſe dependencies, 

| Their beautics, their pertections ; - You can ſce 
The ſplendor, raited by their united blaze, 
Lighting intelligence from ſtrength to ftrength, 205 
From caute to caute, beyond the narrow tþhere 

Of viſible creation to the verge 4 

Of vaſt infinity; and from that high, 

That dazzling precipice let reaſon's Eye 

Dart through the fathomleſs and dread Profound 


(Tis all to human ken allow'd) a glance 211 [ 
's . . 3 1 | "of 
At him (who dvicicth in immenſity) . | 1 


The 
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The ſelt-exiſtent, the eternal Cauſe ; 

The pure, impaſſive, intellectual Effence ; 

'Th' incomprehenſible, th' infinite Source 215 
Of being, power, wiſdom, goodneſs, truth; 

The God of gods. With whom emboſom'd dwells 
Th' eternal Agent of th' eternal mind; 
Th' only begotten Son ; Image expreſs, 

Co-equal Brightnets of the Father's glory ; 220 
Th' effectual Word: By whoſe almighty Fiat 
(With th' energetic power accompanied 

Of that exhauſtleſs co-eflential Spirit 

Proceeding from the Father and the Son) [ forms, 
The heaven, and heaven of heavens, th' angelic 


The ſtars that diſtant ſhine to other worlds, 
That brilliant orb, great ruler of our day, 


226 
[light, 


The moon, night's regent, bright with borrow'd 
And all that them inherit, were call'd forth 


To fair exiſtence ; an all- perfect draught 230 


217. The God of Gods, With 
ao hem, c.] But to us there is but 


one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and 


one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 


are all things, and we by him.— 
1 Cor. VIII. 6. 


219. Luage eapreſi, co-equal 


Brightneſs, Sc.] His ſon, who 


Of 


being the brightneſs of lis glory, 


and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon—ſat down on the right hand 


3 


222. Porver accompanied, c.) 


How much more ſhall the blood of 
Chriſt, who through the eterns! 


Spirit, &c.—Heb. IX. 14. 


of the majeſty on high, — Heb. I. 
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Of the great Scheme in the eternal mind. 
But ere my purpole lead me to diſplay 
The Secrets of celeitial grace and truth, 
Let us entreat of that reſpected Chief 
(Who as a Maſter fits in Moſes” ſeat) 235 
To ſay, how firſt this Earth began, and why 
Reaſon and liberty to Man were given 
In boon ſo far beyond all creatures elle ; 
For well he knows, and you will hear his voice. 


Thus warn'd, their humble but expecting eyes 
Th' aſſembly caſt upon the well-known Scribe : 
Then from his chair roſe Nicodemus (He, 242 
Who tor ſalvation looking came by night 
To hold communion with the Lord of life) 

His head with honors, which become old age, 245 
With worth and wiſdom crown'd ; an Elder grave; 


| And thus addreſs'd the pleas'd and liſt'ning throng; 


An Hebrew of the Hebrews, of the ſect 
| . 


| The ftraiteſt of our law, and in the ſchool 


Of great Gamaliel taught, I muſt obey — 230 

The holy cuſtom, and allow your claims; 

Which the more cheartully I do, becauſe 

You know the holy Source, from whence is drawn 

The glorious truth, that All Things are from God. 
Is — 
254. ALL TIN Gs are from God.] Gen. I. I. 
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This Ball amidſt the reſt, this Globe, whereon 


You live and move, obey'd the dread command, 

From Nothing ſprung. At firſt a Chaos rude, 257 

Where palpable and utter darkneſs reign'd ; 

Where in confuſion abſolute throughout 

The murky regions of the ſtagnant deep 260 

The primal Elements of land, of air, 

Of ſea, unpropertied, inactive lay ; 

Till through the ſolid world of waters moved 

The Spirit of God. All atoms through th' Abyſs 

The impulſe felt, the energy divine; 265 

And with ten thouſand thouſand different powers 

Endued, repellent ſome of theſe, of thoſc 

Attractive, but alike centripetal, SEL 

In infinite obliquities, as motes 

In ſun beams ſeen, they fiercely ſhot inceſſant ; 

A gentle agitation pn the face 2 

Of the perturbed waters cauſing. Then, 
Let there be Light, ſaid God; inſtant the Sun, 

Ere-while, like Earth, a formleſs torpid maſs, _ 

Of bulk beyond compare enormous, vaſt, 273 

Th' intended centre of ſeven rolling globes, | 


— Perhaps 


75 


Hebrew word tranſlated (to create) I. 2. 


"gnifies to bring into being that, 263. Abwved the Spirit of God. 
which had na exiſtence before. Gon LL.» | | 


257. From Nothing ſprung.] The 58. ' Darkneſs reignd.) Gen, 
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Perhaps of more could human eve diſcern, 
Receiv'd his glorious powers. Quicker than thought 
To every Planet ſped illuſtrious day; 

Bright ſhone one half their orbs with light deriv'd 
From his all-chearing Fount ; o'er half ſtill reign'd 


Old Night, her fable ſtole beſpangled now 282 
With glittering ſtars. 


Meantime th' electric Earth 
Was round her axis moving with a flow 28 5 
But ſpeed increaſing by ordain'd degrees; 
Whilſt by the fubtile Sun's continued heat, 
So wild th* Archchemiſt, from her impregn'd womb 
Was drawn the liquid elemental Air, 
On its light pinions raiſing vapours bland ; 290 
Which, borne ſublime to meet meridian beams, 
Condens'd aloft and mighty Waters form'd; 
There in ſuſpenſion held, and from their maſs 


And kindred feas divided; by the force 


Of th' elaſtic fluid. The fightleſs Air 295 
Was thence call'd Firmament; and Heaven named, 
Becauſe its powers reflective would ere long 


Give to the pure expanded Infinite 


TG TG : Its 


281. Oer half fill reign'd.] 292. Mighty Waters.) Perſons 


Sen. I. 4, 5. acquainted with the rainy ſeaſons 


284. TY electric Earth.) Gen. in hot countries, may well be al- 
Fe | = lowed to call the clouds, waters. 
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Its azure hue. 
Twice now the forming Maſs 300 

Had round its axis turn'd diurnal ; when 

God ſaid, let the dry Land appear, and you, 

Ye Waters under the Expanſion, know _ 

Your deſtin'd bounds. Confuſion heard his voice, 

Trembled th' Abyſs, and to their places leapt 305 

The conſcious Elements; Order aroſe; 

By force centritugal the concrete Rocks 

Were toward the ſurface driven, girding the Deep 

With ribs of ſtone : On which upborne, the Land 

With all its ſlimy ooze and bowel'd ſtores 310 

High o'er the moiſt Abyſs advanc'd its back 

Immente, deform'd ; whillt the ſubſiding Waves, 

Obedient to the given aud adive laws, 

Down to the central cavities retired ; 

Leaving their equal face indented now 315 

With les innumerous, and cliffs, and capes 

Projecting from the main full many a league. 

Then o'er the tepid and fermenting ground 
Gan general Vegetation quickly riſe: 


And foon the naked hills, and ſwampy vales, 320 


And far extended plains, were cover'd o'er 5 
W th chearful Green; Uproſe the tender graſs, 
And ſhrubs in all their kinds, and towering plants, 


And 


300. Tivice now,] Gen. I. 9. — 303. Expar/fon.] Firmament. 
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And trees preicuting to the ſetting Sun 
Their lovely fruits. Lovely as yet in vain. 325 


But now the Earth, in her diurnal round 
From weſt eaſt, had reach'd the rapid whirl, | 
That ſtill unalter'd meaſures day and night, 
(The great effect of that inteſtine war 
Within her entrails rais'd by the fierce ſtir 230 
Of the contorming atoms, and determin'd 
By their concrete arrangement and repole) 
| And from her equipois'd and primal reſt, 
| What time his plaſtic beams were firſt diſplay'd, 
| The Sun had drawn her in a line direct, 
By his attractive and tranſcendent powers 
Of gravitation, to a ſpeed, which ſoon 
{ Had her, and all her new-born beauties, drown'd 
| Within the vortex of his fiery gulf; 
But ſoon, th' eternal King, let there be Times 349 
And Seaſons, ſaying, and Years, an equal force 
Impreſs'd directly thwart her full career: 
Tranſverſe ſhe ant turn'd her quicken” FY pace; . 
* And by the two combin'd and ſtated powers 
Controul'd, ſhe jocund round the radiant Sun 345 
| Gan take an equable aud centric courſe; 
N | Which 
326. Now the Earth.] Gen. I. 14. 
327. Rapid av herl.] Almoſt 18 miles in a minute. 
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Its azure hue. 
Twice now the forming Maſs 
Had round its axis turn'd diurnal ; when 
God ſaid, let the dry Land appear, and you, 
Ye Waters under the Expauſion, know 
Your deſtin'd bounds. Confuſion heard his voice, 
Trembled th' Abyſs, and to their places leapt 305 
The conſcious Elements; 


3080 


Order aroſe; 
By force centrifugal the concrete Rocks 
Were toward the ſurface driven, girding the Deep 
With ribs of ſtone : On which upborne, the Land 
With all its ſlimy ooze and bowel'd ſtores 310 
High o'er the moiſt Abyſs advanc'd its back 
Immente, deform'd ; whillt the ſubliding Waves, 
Obcdient to the given aud active laws, 
Down to the central cavities retired ; _ 
Leaving their equal face indented now 
With ifles innumerous, and cliffs, and capes 
Projecting from the main full many a league. 
Then o'er the tepid and fermenting ground 
'Gan general Vegetation quickly riſe : _ 
And ſoon the naked hills, and {ſwampy vales, 
And far extended plains, were cover'd o'er 
W th chearful Green; Uproſe the tender graſs, 
And ſhrubs in all their kinds, and towering plants, 
And 
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And trees preſenting to the fetting Sun 
Their lovely fruits. Lovely as yet in vain. 325 


But now the Earth, in her diurnal round 
From weſt eaſt, had reach'd the rapid whirl, 
That ſtill unalter'd meaſures day and night, 
(The great effect of that inteſtine war 
Within her entrails rais'd by the fierce ſtir 230 
Of the conforming atoms, and determin'd 
By their concrete arrangement and repole 
And from her equipois'd and primal reſt, 
What time his plaſtic beams were firſt diſplay'd, 
The Sun had drawn her in a line direct, 335 
By his attractive and trauſcendent powers 
Of gravitation, to a ſpeed, which ſoon 
Had her, and all her new-born beauties, drown'd 
Within the vortex of his fiery gulf; 
But ſoon, th' eternal King, let there be Times 349 
And Seaſons, ſaying, and Years, an equal force 
Impreſs'd directly thwart her full career: 
Tranſverſe ſhe inſtant turn'd her quicken'd pace; 
And by the two combin'd and ſtated powers 
Controul'd, ſhe jocund round the radiant Sun 345 
Gan take an equable aud centric courſe ; | 
Which 
326. Now the Earth.) Gen. IE 14. 


327. Rapid whitl,] Almoſt 18 miles in a minute, 


— 


90 TIE DAY os PENTECOST, Book IV. 


Which to the motion round the nutant Poles 
Inclin'd oblique at near twice twelve degrees; 


That th' Ecliptic, this the Equator call'd. 


With powers and forces ſimilar impell'd, 3560 


3 
Tn ſilent majeſty th” attending Moon — 


Gan at ſame time her monthly round; at firſt 
Her face full orb'd to the benighted realms 


Of Earth preſenting. Thus this Globe was finiſh'd. 
The Sun illum'd her day, the Moon her night, 355 
The Stars mark'd out her ſeaſons, and their change; 


Her arctic and antarctic Climes, her Zones 
Temperate and torrid, knew ther ſeveral bounds. 


Then the Creator from his ſovereign throne 
And in the fullneſs of his purpoſe ſaid, 360 
Let there be Life. The joyful word was heard 
Through all the regions of the Sea and Air. 

But firſt the Waters plenteouſly brought forth 
Their mute inhabitants; the ſmaller Fry, 

That ſwim the ſtagnant pool, or dimpling rill, 


= Or tempt in numerous ſhoals the briny deep, 366 


Or by their ſhells protected range the ſhore, 

And thelving rocks ; and thoſe of larger es 
The huge Leviathan, of dauntleſs ſoul, 

With eyes of fire, and noſtrils breathing ſtorms, 


Ter- 


359. Then the Creator.] Gen. I, 20. 
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Terribly ſporting on th' encumber'd waves 
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All white and roaring with his furious play; 

And thoſe amphibious, that in Waters dwell, 

Or from them dragging their unwieldy bulk 

Seck the green paſture and its flowery ſweets, 375 

The river Horſe, ſea Lyons, and fea Calves. 
Then through the Air with level pinion fail'd 

The gentle Dove, and hopp'd from ſpray to ſpray 

The feather'd Songſters; in perfection roſe 

Bold Chanticleer in all his plumage gay, 380 

The careleſs Oſtrich, and the arching Swan, 

Th' imperial Eagle, and the Raven hoarſe; 

And all the Birds, that tread the fertile plains, 

Or haunt the ſedgy pools, or verdant groves; 

Or borne on ſtronger pennons boldly wing 38 5 

The heights of the ſurrounding Atmoſphere. 

Thus ev'n and morn compleated the ſifth day. 


Again th* Almighty ſpake, Let Land bring forth 


The living creature, cattle, creeping thing, 

And beaſt of every kind; be Life improv'd. 390 
Then into Being roſe the careful Ant, | 
TH induſtrious Bee, the Snake of gloſſy hue, _ 
The bleating Sheep, the Hinds, and lowing Herds, 

Th' half- reaſoning Elephant, and docile Horſe, 
The 
388. gain ib Almighty.) Gen. I. 24. 
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The Camel patient of laborious thirſt, 395 

The Dog fagacious, and the wily Ape, 

The talon'd Lyon, and the rugged Bear, 

And whate'er elſe or creeps, or walks, or runs. 
And God turveying, faw the ſcale of Life 

That it was good: Fitted each creature was 409 

To its appropriate ſtate, and with the feaſt 

Of bounteous Nature pleaſed : But ſtill no Eye, 

No Heart was rais'd to glorify the Giver, 

Nor Hand to govern the promiſcuous tribes. 


But now the fertile and unnumber'd lands 405 
Through which Euphrates and the Tigris roll 
Their rapid waves 'gan feel the ſixth approach 


Of the high-pecring Sun's meridian rays; ſpreme 


When, from the glories of heav'n's throne ſu- 


In Our Own Image, ſaid th” almighty Sire, 410 
After the Likeneſs of th' Eternal Mind 

Let Us make Man. 5 
Ile ſpake; th' Omnific Son 


Gave full effect to the benign decree: 


From the ſublim'd and kindly rupturing ſoil 415 
Uproſe a beauteous Form, erect and tall; 
With limbs and ſinews fraught to every clime 
Adapted ; or to range the ſky-topp'd hills, 


405. But now.] Gen. I. 26, 


Or 
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Or tread the humble vales; to till the ground, 

Or tempt the briny waves ; the winter's cold 420 
And ſtorms to bear, or ſummer's ſcorching heat, 
And as to full maturity It roſe 


Inſtinct with life, the mighty Spirit of God 


In at its noſtrils breath'd a holy Flame, 

And Godlike Man became a Living Soul. 42 
For contemplation fitred, and command z 

By buſy ſpirits, noble faculties, 

By excellent endowments, heavenly oifts, 

Abled, to hold communion with his God; 

To read his Maker's glory in his works; 4.30 
His own Great Image in the ends and means, 
(Eternal Ends and Means, abhorring breach) 
Where mind meets mind, and owns congenial laws; ; 
And thence of immortality diſcerns 


* 


The ofter'd diadem, the glorious boon; 435 


To find in praiſe and the exalted ſtrains 

Of pure devotion lifting up the ſoul 

To near acquaintance with its kindred ſkies, 

That proper happineſs, that joy divine, 

That dignity, that high prerogative, 440 


That combination of expanding powers, earth. 


Which thron'd him, conſcious, Prieſt aud King on 


N e Thus 
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Thus highly propertied, endow'd, deſigu'd, 
His Maker placed him in a ſacred grove 
Eaſtward in Eden. A diviner ſpot 445 
Ne'er ſince on earth the gorgeous fun beheld; 
Prime Nature, laviſh of her lovcheit charms, 
With an unſparing but corrected hand 
Still lovelier here beſtow'd. 

Benold, ſaid God 450 


The Son, of nature univerſal Lord, 


This happy Paradiſe, thy rich Domaine: 


For paſtime or for uſe, whate'er thou ſceſt 


Within theſe bounds is good; the ſtreams, the fields, 


And liquid air, teem with exhauſtleſs life 455 


Thy property ; thine are the tender flocks 

Which on the hillocks browſe ; thine too the herds 
Which round tie lordly bull impaſtur d graze; 
For thee the ſhrubs their odorous perfumes breathe; 
For thee the flow'rets paint th' enamel'd field; 460 
For thee the fruit trees bear their blooming fr ults; . 
Upon the ground whatever moves or grows 

Is thine ; ſubſervient to the juſt controul 

Of that high principle, that heavenly flame, 
Which dwells in thee an underſtanding ſpirit, 465 


Holy, 1 


454. Within theſe bounds ts ge. ſtinct, a which he could diſcern 
This was a neceſſary precaution in between what was good for food, or 


the difpoation of the garden; man the contrary, 
being poſſeſs'd of no particular in- 


IS 
* 
5 


vw 


Of ſuch deſert and high pre-eminence, 


Of rareſt perfume, and with fruit of hues 476 


To hold communion with thy God in pray'r, 


Book IV. on MAN RESTORED. 95 


Holy, one only, ſubtile, active, clear, 
Pure, incorruptible, of truth, of good 
Enamour'd. To preſerve it in a ſlate 


Be it thy conſtant care, evening and morn, 470 
With eratcful heart and adorations due 


To ſeck th' Almighty's preſence and his aid 
Beneath the ſhadow of the goodly Tree, 

Which in the midit of that ſurrounding grove 
Emboſom'd thou perceiv'ſt; with bloſſoms dight 


Surpailing thy conception; the prime Work 


Of tbe material world, the miniature 


OF all its glories; tree of Knowledge call'd | 
Or good and cvil.—Of ail Good to thee 480 | 
Productive, —if, ſurveving its delights, j 


Its beauties, its excelling charms, Thou can'ſt, 
Holding o'er appetite juſt iway, obſerve 

This ſole but indiſpenſable Reſtraint, 

Howc'er alluring, NOT TO TASTE ITS FRUIT : 485 
And thence. art led to own my ſovereign will 
Unqueſtion'd, as ſupreme in earth as heaven; | 


In praiſe, thankſgiving, meditation deep 
On all his works. For, thus employ'd, thy mind 
Shall fill preſerve its nature's privilege 3 491 Io! 
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Calm and compos'd ſhall view this tranſient {cene, 
Partake its pleafures, and enjoy its uſe ; 


Till higher bliſs awake enlighten' d hope. 494 


For now obſerve that Tree, That neighbouring Tree, 
Whole healing leaves diſtill ambroſial dews, 
Whoſe branches reach the ſkies, whoſe roots are laved 
y ſtreams from ſources fathomleſs deriv'd ; 
It's bloom fo various, its immortal ſweets 
So well defended from preſumptuous touch, 
Shall then, and not before, be talted, when $071 
By virtue tried and long experience prov I 
Thy ſoul's Companion with. her arm of fleth 
Sha!l juſtly merit to attain the reach 
Of its LIFE-GIVING FRUIT ; and to the feaſt 505 
Of the W orkmaſter, heaven's anvinted King, | 
Admitted, ſhall {it dow n a welcome Gueſt, 
In w edging garments robes of glory clad, 
With angels and archangels round the throne 
Of Him that was, and is, and is to come; ; 510 
And in its w ell-earn' d privilege ſecure 1 
Live endleſs ages in unceaſing bliſs:.— 
But of all III productive, and Miſhap.— 
If, heedleſs of my dread command, thou ſhould ſt 
By ſenſual bias, or deluſive ſhew, 515 
Be led to taſte its interdicted Fruit: 


For 


— 4 
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For on the day thou doſt preſume to do 
This Treſpals, know, that thou ſhalt ſurely die. 


Adam attentive heard the friendly voice, 


Till o'er his ſenſes crept a flumb'rous weight, 520 


Whoſe ſoft oppreſſion laid him, deep entranc'd, 
Within the gentle arms of dewy ſleep, 
After a ſhort repoſe, he waked, and found 
Cloſe by his wounded ſympathetic fide 
His conſort Eve; the laſt beſt Gift of God, 525 
Bone of his bone, Fleſh of his fleſh, the aid 
And meet companion of his time and thought, 
The Conſummation of Creation's plan ; 
For Ev'n and Morn accon npliſh'd the ſixth day. 


The Seventh, God reſted from his glorious work, 
And bleſs'd and hallow'd it a Day to man £30 


For reſt, and thought, and worthip fet apart : 
Hence Sabbath call'd. 


Th' aſſembly bow'd the head; 
And Hallelujahs inwardly expreſt 


With grateful murmurs ſill'd the ſolemn Porch. 356 


539 The ſeventh, Ec] Gen, IT. 2, 3. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The tranſgreſſion of Adam and Eve; the effects 
of it. The general prevalence of Satan's king- 
dom under the worſhip of Attributes, material 


Powers, &c. The fears and the hopes of the 


beſt informed. True religion Man's chief end 


and happineſs. Man's depravity. God's good- 


neſs. The nature, covenant, and offices of 


Meſhah. The ſin and puniſhment of Cain. The 
ſin of the ſons of Seth. The deluge. The 


preſervation of Noah and his family in the 


Ark, 


iy 
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URING this a@ of reverence to the Day 
Ordain'd of God memorial of his love, 

Surpaſſing wiſdom, and unbounded power, 

The Elder paus'd; and ere he could reſume 

Th' important theme, th' Apoſtle intervened, 5 


Thy expolitions and profound diſcourſe 


| Beſpeak thee deeply learn'd in Nature's book, 
And thoſe of holy Writ: Thus far, led on 
By their joint light, our holy Prophet's page, 
Buy time obſcur'd and th' ever-varying gloſs 16 


Of myſtic language, Thou haſt well explain'd, 


With {kill unparallel'd the line mark'd out 


By God to Man preſcribed. Blameleſs awhile 


—  ———— — — 


N The 
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The happy Garden cur firſt Parents ranged: 

No imperfection they perceiv'd, no bond, 5 
No motion of compulſion; but free will 

And meek dependance govern'd all their ſteps : 
"Till long enjoyment of unqucſtion'd power, 
Spontaneous plenty, and ſucceſſive change 

Of conſtant ſcaſons, open'd a broad way 20 
To the Seducer's arts. Griev'd and appall'd 

We read, too plainly read, the dread Record 

Of their ingratitude and fatal pride: 
We feel with what remorſe, what troubled ſpirits, 
What painful atter-thought, what conſcious lots 
Of innocence aud dignity, i th' cool 26 
Of that Tremendous Day they muſt have heard 
The once all-chearing, ever welcome Voice 

Of their eternal Lord, the thickeſt gloom, 


The Garden's fartheſt, deepeſt covert piercing, 30 


Commanding their reluQtant flow approach: 

We know the Curſe denounc'd on All concern'd 
In that preſumptuous and fatal Act: - 
We feel its dire Effects; th' infernal Gates [ Hell 


Were then thrown down, and all the Miniſters of 


Let looſe to prey upon mankind. 5 36 
5 1 Alas! 
Rejoin'd the hoary Scribe, through the long tracts 
Of wealth, of arts, of power, of time, we ſee 


The 
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The Serpent rearing his imperial head, 40 
And round the wounded heels of laps'd Mankind 
Writhing the volumes of his endleſs tail. 
God of this world, he puts on every form; 
His tyranny maintaining, as at firſt 
He gain'd the boaſted prize; his fetter'd flaves 45 
8 In chains of darkneſs holding and deceit. 
Where, independent, Sire of gods and men, 
A ſullen dark Eternity is hail'd ; 
There his vicegerents, Moloch, Seturn, Crone, 
We find devourers fabled of their brood; 50 
And their horrific idols ſmear'd with blood 
6 Of human victims; or their gloomy ſhrines 
Fill'd with the ſcreams and lamentable groans 
Of infants reeking on the blazing piles. 
Elſewhere, we ſee that mighty Inſtrument, 55 
Great ſecondary Caule of light and heat, 


5 That brilliant Orb of day (Adonis call'd, 
Oſyris, Bacchus, Mithras, Orus, Bel, 
Vulcan, Abraxas, Othin, and by names 
11 As multitudinous as are the Tribes 60 
- That people this wide world) we ſee him deem'd 
6 Th' immortal Progeny of Crone, the Lord 


N 2 Ot 


43. God of this aborld.] 2 Cor, XIV. 4. 
49. Moloch, &c.] Different names of deities repreſenting e 
51. Smear'd with Res] Deut. XII, 31, 
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Of time and ſpace, of life and being God; 


We rueful ſee his gorgeous Temples fill'd, 
His Deiphi aud Dodona throng'd, with troops 65 
Ot Kings enquiting the impending fates 
Ot tottering Ram or his altars round 
Oſtering whole Hecatombs of milk-white ſteeds, 
And gifts of rareſt price, Devotion's tribute. 

We ſee the errant Planet, falſely ſtiled 70 
His Siſter, that in calmer majeſty _ 
Rides o'er the Steep of night apparent Queen, 
Making the natures of this earthy Globe 
Her potent and her varying influence feel, 


Book V. 


Whcther Alitta ſhe be call'd, Anait, 75 


Iſis, Aſtarte, Hecate, Luna, Mond, 

Deem'd the prime Cauſe of thoſe her known effects. 
Who has not heard the wild and clamorous din 
Of clarions, trumpets, and the thund'ring ſound 
Of drums, and all the inſtruments of war, 80 
Mix'd with the hideous ſcreams and ſavage howls 
Of the diſtracted Nations, from the time 

That dire Eclipſe 'gins umber her broad Diſk, 
Till, thro' her fabled labours paſt, ſhe ſhines 


Again full orb'd, in all her luſtre bright! : 85 


In water, fire, and air, in birds, in beaſts, 
In fiſhes, and i in reptiles moſt abhorr doi: 
Th' Arch- fiend or his devoted Minions dwell 


The. 


"0 


Book V. OR MAN RESTORED. 105 


The hope and terror of th' adoring world. 

Nay he diſdains not in vile ſtocks and ſtones 90 

To prove a ſtumbling block and fnare to man. 
Who then need wonder at th' outrageous crimes, 

The murders, the adulteries, the thefts, 

Th' inceſtuous marriages, the ſhameleſs luſts, 


Which in the nations round degrade mankind 95 


Below the level of th' inſtinctive brute. 
For, what ſhould check, encourages their vice, 
Abetts their follies, and perverts their fears. 


| The foul beginning It, the cauſe, and end 


Of that corruption, which fair nature's Sun 100 
Eclipſes, and of light darkneſs brings forth, 
Nay who, alas ! however deeply read 

In holy writ, or mindful of the rules 

Which conicience owns, or favor'd of his God, 
May at the bar of Juſtice put in claim 105 
To happineſs eternal? who can ſay 


| My hands, my heart, my mind are clear from guilt; 


My feet ne'er ran to evil, nor my tongue 

E'er utter'd falſhood or engender'd {trite ? 

Yet God reveals not his eternal Las 110 
Regardleſs of the duties, which from thence 

To all the ſubjects of his will ariſe : 


Laws and their Sanctions co-eſſential Bee. 


What then ſhall free us from the galling bonds 
That 
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That drag us down to death? ſhall the baſe blood 
Of bulls and goats the Unclean purge, the Heart 
Contaminate retine ? can fleth of lambs, 117 


Or incenſe riſing into clouds of ſmoke, 
Or aſhes of an heifer, Sin deſtroy ! 


Or are they not, as prophecy declares, 120 


The types and figures of good things to come; 
Thoſe ſanctifying only, who by faith 

Look to ſome perfect Sacrifice? Tis ſo; 

And, chear'd by the all-gracious Promiſe given, 


That Man ſhould ſometime bruiſe the Serpent's Head 


And be to all his primal Rights reſtored, 126 
Our HoLY MEN OF OLD have pals'd their days 
Of {ojourn here in faith and holy hope 

Of th' glory, which ſhould after be reveal'd. 
And we with earneſt expectation look 130 
For that deliverance from corruptions' bonds, 

And the conſpicuous freedom of the fons 


Of God. Deign then, if but thou may'ſt, at large 


T' unfold thy ſenſe of this moſt ſecret thing 


From age to age in fo thick darkneſs hid, 135 


That Angels try to penetrate 11 Vain. 


To thoſe, illuſtrious Ruler, are we ſent, 
Replied th' Apottle, who impatient {it 
_ PRE Re EE 

129. Of th glory, ce] 1 Pet, IV. 13. and V. 1. Rom. VIII. 18. 21. 
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21. 


Book V. on MAN RESTORED. 107 


In the dark ſhades of doubt; to guide their feet 

Into the courts of never fading light. 140 

Mark then my words, be wife, and underſtand 

Th' exhauſtlets kindnets of th' eternal God: 
Though to know him, and celebrate his praiſe 

In {pirit and in truth, be Man's chief end, 

The golden link, that Earth unites to Heaven : 

Yet in Jeruſalem, this Holy Place, 146 

(You, ye Sojourners in Earth's various climes, 

Can well atteſt the melancholy truth) 

On Sion's Hill alone erected ſtands 

A Temple to the One, Almighty Cauſe ; I50 

Here, Here alone the People and the Prieſts 

Know and adore that Everlaſting Jah, 

zy whoſe unerring Wiſdom courte was given 

To every movement in the vait machine 

Of Univerſe ; By whoſe direQing Will, 45 

Unborn events burſt from the womb of Time. 

In every other Region, from the Eait 


To fartheſt Weſt, the boaſted Lords of earth, 


Degenerate, ſenſelets, proud, and ſervile Beings, 
In paſſions' gulph or errors' mazes loſt, 160 
Proſtrate fall down before thoſe helplets Gods, 
Which chance or abject terrors have ſet up; 

Or the device of proud aſpiring Men; 


150. A Temple 40 the One, Sr. Sc.] Deut. 2 8 | 
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Or the falſe maxims or the wild conceits 

Of thoſe vain Sects, which keep the holy Name 
Of God far diſtant from the general Ear; 166 
And from the face of meck Religion take 4 


The bluſh of modeſty, and trick her out 
A very Proſtitute to catch the fouls 


Of ignorant men, and keep them in the ſnares 170 


Of darkneſs and of death: Whilſt they themſelves, 
Benighted in the wilderneſs of Thought, 
Wander in errors, which their fooliſh hearts, 

Puff 'd up with fleſhy wiſdom, have conceiv'd 
Of moral beauty, independent truth, 175 
Voluptuous pleaſure, never ending doubt; 
Sec the light glimmering thro' the darken'd maze, 
But turn aſide to the deluſive glare 

And exhalations of a miſty mind. 
Hence, in this world of baſeneſs and of guilt, 180 
Of ſuperſtition and revolt, there are 
No things ſo vile, no notions ſo corrupt, 
No rites ſo cruel, no cuſtoms ſo abſurd, 

But have their altars, temples, devotees. 
Hence, (in the 1mage of their Maker made, 185 
To commerce with the {kies, and fit their ſouls 


For thoſe cternal and delightful eld, [flow 


Where they might drinks of the pure ſtreams that 
From th' cxhauſtleſs Dont: and taſte the Fruit 


— 
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For ever growing on the Tree of Life) 
Men grovel on the Earth, to its delights 
6 And ſovereignty attach'd ; nor look beyond 
The good or ill its vanities afford; 
Or in Futurity's unbounded wilds, 
Or in the gloom of Superſtition loſt, 195 
Are fill'd with fancies, and with terrors ſcared, 
That would diſgrace the wanderers of the waſte 
And howling wilderneſs. God is forgot, 
His honors raviſh'd, and his glory given 
To carved images, to ſtocks and ſtones ; 200 
And Men, celeſtial once, degraded live 
| The ſport of nature, and the ſlaves of chance, 
The prey of ignorance, of fin and death, 


Cl 


Truly haſt thou, divine Interpreter, 
Replied ſage Nicodemus, the fall'n ſtate 205 
Of this vain world depicted, and its cauſe, 

The glorious Attributes of Heav'ns dread King, 
In the mild brightneſs of their fullneſs ſeen, 

The mind irradiate, and the ſenſes chear, 
With love congenial fill the expanded ſoul ; 210 
But through the priſms of ignorance and pride, 

Or with a microſcopic eye, ſurvey'd, 

All turn to deadlieſt uſe. Amaz'd, abaſh'd, 

Or this ſad truth we own the Natural Man 


30 
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A melancholy proof! In that rude ſtate, 215 ; 
Where with the tenants of the woods he roams, 
And with the ravens of the vallies feeds, g 
What of Immortal, what of Man appears? ; 
Aud in the buſy ſcenes of poliſh'd life 4 
And boundleſs intercourſe, what monſtrous luſts, 
OR 8 / 
What horrid principles, what crunes prevail ? 221 1 
How deaf is He to Wiſdom's heavenly calls! \ 
How loſt to every purpoſe of his God! 1 
But think'ſt thou, worthy Chief, replied the Saint. . 
That He, who form'd them from the barren womb * 
Of unſubſtantial Nothing by the breath 226 \ 


Of his eternal Word, and placed them here 

His witnefles, his delegates on Earth ; 

Rank'd in the line of bright Intelligence 

That point below, where fin and error ceaſe ; 2 30 
Where it was poſlible a glozing Lie mm 
Might lay their nobler faculties allcep ; J 

Where Senſe might take tlie empire and the rule, 
And give the reins to riot and exceſs; 

Where it was poſſible the reaſoning Soul 233 
Might ſtoop ſo much beneath its native ſkies, 
As to loſe fight of Him, who gave it life, 

And fruſtrate thus the Purpoſes divine: 

Think'ſt thou, that He, who all contingents ſees, 
Would 


” 
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Would through all Ages let his glory fleep; 240 
Would let his beſt, his nobleſt Work on earth, 


For ever live an Alien from his Heaven ? 


If the great Scheme of Univerſe required, 


And it was not unworthy of his Power 

To make Man free, but with his freedom frail, 245 
At the great hazard of eternal woe ; | 
It could not but be worthy of that Love, 

Which all creation prompts, pervades, preſerves, 
To have the means provided to bring back 

His truant Creatures to their native home : 250 
For though a mother may her child forget, 


That ere-whale hung upon her foſt'ring breaſt, 


Yet cannot He forget his imag'd Sons. 


When therefore God, in his ſtupendous works 
Speaking the language of ſupreme command, 255 
Ot love unbounded, wiſdom ever clear, 

Ceas'd to retain his earthly Delegate 


Jo his allegiance true; When Adam lent 
To Secondary Powers a fatal car; 


And thus himſelf and his too credulous ſons 260 


Immers'd in the degrading guilt and pains 


Of foul rebellion, and abhorr'd revolt 
Then did Jehovah, the coeval Word, 


In mercy to the creatures of his love, 


O2 | Their 
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(Their frailty known, their foul revolt foreſeen) 
Vouchſafe to ſtand between the Wrath divine 266 
And Man's eternal woe; and to aſſume 

In his own Perſon, ever bleſſed God, 

With mediatorial care and kingly power, 

The reins of the new government o'er Man, 270 
Eſtabliſh'd by the Covenant of Grace. 

For in that heav'nly Conſultation, held 

Ere Man uproſe from earth a livivg ſoul, 

He had engag'd his never-failing word 


To his almighty Sire, to bruiſe the head 27 5. 


Of the great Dragon, Foe untam'd of God, 
Should his envenom'd pride and ranc'rous hate 
Attack the glories of the riſing world, 

And prove victorious ; And to ſhed his own 


Moſt precious blood, an Offering for fin, 280 


An all- ſufficient Balſam for the wounds 
Of th' univerſal Law. THE GRACIOUS PAT 
Recording Angels blazon'd, Cherubs hymn'd; 
And through the manſions of eternal bliſs 
Were heard re- echo'd all the notes of joy, 285 
When the glad Tidings were on Earth announc d; 
Though maledickions, fearful to relate, 
Foretold 


268. Ever - Bleſed God. And of blefled for ever, Rom, IX 8. | 


whom, as concerning the fleſh, = 
Chrilt came, who is over all, God 272. Conſultation} Gen. I. 26, 
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Foretold a life of trial and miſhap, 
Of diſobedience, judgments, dire events, 


But Man, baſe natur'd man, to evil prone, 290 
No mercies teach him, and no judgments warn! 


E'en Cain, firſt-born of Adam, firſt of Eve, 


Under the Law, the law of Grace, firſt born, 


| Dared in defiance of its great Decree, 
His father's mandates, and his mother's tears, 295 


To think, that without blood remiſſion might 


To ſinful man be given. 


Horrible thought ! 


Pregnant with all the falſhoods, ſubtleſt wiles 
Of the fell Serpent ; big with all the brood 
Of lying deities, deluſive dreams, 309 


Myſterious fancies, atheiſtic dogms ! 


297. Horrible thought!) The 
inſtitution and indiſpenſable obli- 


gation to the obſervance of bloody 
Sacrifices might ariſe from the ne- 


ceſlity of keeping up by that means 
a typical memorial of the greatneſs 
and benefits of the great ſacrifice 
to be made once in the end of the 
world: Which would run the 
hazard of being entirely oblite- 
rated by the uſe of any other of- 


ferings, however apparently judi- 
cious. This no doubt was the 
reaſon of inſtituting the vicarial 


Yet 
ſacrifice of Rams, &c. and when 
once ordained, a deviation from 
the commandment could be conſi- 
dered as nothing Jeſs than a con- 
temptuous renunciation of the 
Truths typified by it ; or an intro- 
duction to that fanciful variety in 
divine ſentiment, which would be 
productive of that univerſal de- 


clenſion to the worſhip of ſubor- 


dinate Beings, which in the end 
would, and did, exclude the know- 


| ledge of the True God from the 


Altars of devotion, 
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Yet in proceſs of time the Eldeſt born 

Of our grand Anceſtor, Earth's hallow'd Mold, 
An oftering brought to heaven's almighty King 

Of fruits, the offspring of the genial earth 305 
And ſweat of his own brow ; Jehovah ſcorn'd 
Th' unhallow'd gift; reprov'd his froward mind; 
The Terms repeated of condition'd Grace. 
And not 'till Cain, as deaf as boiſterous winds, 
Highly refenting the ſweet {miles of Heaven 310 
Upon the righteous Abel's better vows, 

And more impatient of his juſt rebukes, 

Had lifted up his murderous arm and cried, 

If Blood for fin and ſhame muſt needs be ſhed, 
Then Blood of Man moſt efficacious ſure 315 
Muſt prove, and in his Brother's heart had drench'd 
With frantic zeal his ſacrilegious hands ; 

Not, not "till then did the Redeemer daſh 


The Diſobedient from his height of pride 


308. The Terms, Sc.] If thou 
doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be 
accepied (or have the excellency?) 
aud if thou doeſt not well, the ſin 
| (or the fin offering, viz. a kid of 
the goats or a lamb, or ram as ap- 
pears from the whole tenor of 
Scriptute language) lieth at the 

door. Gen 4+ 7+ 


murder or a ſacrifice, the puniſh- 
ment of it ſufficiently denounces 
God's expreſs declarations againſt 
offering human victims. For 
what was ſo heinous in one inſtance 


could not be deemed acceptable i in 


the other, | 


Book V. 
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316. Blood of Man, &c.] Whe⸗ 
ther the death of Abel be conſi- 
dered on the part of Cain as a 
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To bottomleſs perdition ; not 'till then 320 
Was he ſent forth a vagabond on earth; 

A branded fugitive, a wretch forlorn ; 

A joyleſs monument of unbelief; 

A recklefs victim of deſpair and death. 


But by Expreſs Command his crimes (the crimes 


Of vain philoſophy and high conceit) 326 
Were left to th' fearful puniſhment or Him, 

The perfect Searcher of all human hearts. 

Thus did Jehovah vindicate his laws, 

Divulge their ſpirit, and affirm their force. 330 


Yet does long ſufferance and the tardy pace 
Of {till reluctant vengeance mark his ſteps : 
For when the ſons of Seth, his favorite Sons, 


Like Abel, ſervants of the living God 


And ſubjects of the Covenant of Grace, 


335 


At laſt forgot their charter, and reſign'd 


Their claims: when jollity, and dance, and ſong, 
Suffer'd not wildom to cxalt her voice; 


And thoſe who wooed her in her quiet haunts 
The revel rout of gay and wanton dames, 340 
The daughters of higb- minded murd'rous Cain, | 
Trickt out in ſmiling miſchief and deceit, 
Lured from their pious habitudes to join 


The 
334. Like Abel, ſervants, Sc.] Gen. IV. 23, 26. 
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The brutal bevy, and their minds debauch ; 

"Till all the image of their God was thence 345 
By ſwinith appetite and luſt erazed : 

Then Enoch, venerable ſage, arraign'd 

Their grievous miſdeeds, and proclaim'd aloud 

His high commiſſion, and th' Almighty's wrath 
Though flow, yet ſure, impending o'er their heads 
Till from their ſcoffs and diſappointed rage 351 
A whirlwind caught him, and to heaven's abode 
Bore him conſpicuous Saint to walk with God. 


When, notwithſtanding this illuſtrious Sign, 


Rapine, and bloodſhed, and gigantic vice, 464 


Impious diſcordance, and deſpight of heaven, : 


Challeng'd th' Almighty's long forbearing Arm 


To burſt the fountains of the ſtormy Deep, 

To ope the fluices of th' indignant Skies, 

And pour down cataracts and ſeas of rain, 360 
Till Inundation topp'd the higheſt hills, 


And in one general overwhelming flood 


Drown'd Earth, and Men, and all their Sins at once: 


Yet through the ſtorm, and the tumultuous ſtrife 
Of warring elements, when the winds blew 365 


As they would crack the pole, and the waves ſwell'd 


In furious ſurges to th! aftrighted clouds, 
When depp d mountains riven from their ſeats 


Now 


WY 


5 


Ay 


A Sign of heavenly mercy long abuſed, 
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Now daſh'd the ſhores, and now the centre ſtruck 
Witt hideous craſh: Yet did the mighty Lord 370 ( 
Through all the Hurley of coutending ftorms | 
His faithful and obedient Servants keep 


Safe in the buoyant Ark; the Veſſel built 


By his expreſs commandment ; and contrived 
Within its vaſty Cavities to lodge 
Seed, and the food of life, and living ſoul, 


Sufficient to renew a world deſtroy'd. 


Vy 
— 
tra 


Capacious, huge, immenſe, in length, in breadth, 
In height, It daily rote for months and years 

9 
9 
Of the great vengeance threaten'd, and a Call 

To meet repentance. But th' old preacher Noah, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, his three righteous tons, 
And the fair Spouſe of each; Eight Souls alone 


Were midſt degenerate millions worthy found, 


And worthy only they, with whom to keep 386 


The promile to repenting Adam made, 


That Sced of his ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 
382. Th' old preacher.) 2 Pet. II. 5. 


The End of the Fifth Book. 
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VVV 
| ; THE POSTDILUVIANS. 


| | Y theſe repleniſh'd was th' unpeopled Globe 
With creatures rational; who fruitful teem'd, 
Till their augmented numbers, and their hords, 
| Extended far beyond th' inſpecting care 
| Of the prime Patriarchs. Around the heights 5 
Of Ararat—(where firſt the ſtorm-tols'd Ark 
Found reſt—where, fill'd with joy and fervent Zens 
| The patriarch Noah an humble altar rear'd 
| To the Almighty God—acceptance found 
| Of all his holy Offerings—and heard 10 
| | The fatal Curſe revok'd ; which ſince the Fall 
| Of our firit Sire the Ground had felt and mourn'd 
And 


0 
— 


D 


* - * 4 
RE CORES 


It, Fre fatal Curſe revoR'd, Sr.! Gen. III. 17. and Gen. V. "5: and 
Gen, VIII. 21. | 


Around their humble tents, At Full or Chang 
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And to confirm his pious hopes firſt ſaw 

The beauteous Rainbow in the bright'ning ſkies : 
Sure pledge at once, that, while the Earth remain'd, 
All ſeaſons of revolving time ſhould keep 16 
An even pace ſucceflive ; and with Man, 

Prime object of the Bleſſings, be confirm'd 

The everlaſting Covenant of Grace, )—— [tents 
There by the ſprings they pitch'd their ſpreading 
And down along the banks of vaſt Euphrates : 2. 
Whole wide domaine and fertile ſoil produced 
Beneath the culture of their ſkilful hands 

(Twas all they wanted) corn, and wine, and oil, 
Flowers odoriferous, and grateful fruits, 25 
And plenteous meadows for ther herds and flocks, 
And from their fields returning, where no toll 
Was ever ncedful but ſo much as ſerved 

To appetite and health, they fat them down 


Each round his hearth contented, and enjoy d 30 


Domeſtic happineſs. Evening and Morn, 
By dance ſymbolic and enraptur'd ſtrains, 


They never fail'd with adorations due 
To ſing their Maker's praiſe; and thanks return 


To Him, Creator of the Heavens and Earth 35 
And all the ſtarry Hoſt, Who bounteous pour 'd 


Such valt profuſion of indulgent gifts 
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Lo 


Of the bright Moon, or when the Sun oblique 

In annual courſe had made the northern ſhade 46 
Of ſome tall Oak or monumental Pile 

Its leaſt, 1ts mean, or fartheſt boundary reach, 

The village Elders kept their wonted feaſts ; 

And trugal treated their ſurrounding race 

With cakes of flour and butter; and with cups 45 
Of wine or milk, to His remembrance pour'd, 
Who broke the foaming ſtallion to the bit, 

And train'd the reſtive bullock to the yoke ; 

Or His, who taught them how to plough the ground, 
And dreſs the vine, and on robuſter ſtocks, 50 
Elm tree or crab, to graft the bluſhing peach, 
Neccarine, or apple, or the mealy plumb; 

Or His beneficent, whoſe thoughts intent 

On female induſtry and houſhold cares, 

Taught them to dreſs and ſpin the todded wool, 55 
Shorn from the fleecy backs of their hot ewes ; 

and then to raiſe the warp, and throw the woof, 
And through the ſimpler forms of art prepare 
dex-ſhewing veſts, and ornaments beſides 

For decent elegance and female pride. 60 
At other times they would a Day devote 

To blameleſs mirth, and call it by the name 

Of Him pathetic, whoſe attentive car 

Attun'd to cadence of melodious ſounds 


The 
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The tender fighs of ſoft complaining maids, 65 


Or joys of amorous ſwains; or led the dance 
With briſk aud nimble ſtep, or mov'd along 
With graceful dignity or manly eaſe 
To mutic's varying airs. Nor was forgot 
The cunning Artiſt, whoſe diſcerning eye 
Sometime obſerving liquid ſtreams of fire 
Roll like a torrent down the flaming ſide 
Of ſome Volcano, and ere long become 
A ſolid heterogeneous mals ; from thence. 
Conceiv'd the ſubtle plan of melting ores 1 
By the keen power of all-difiolvent fire; 
The art found out of pouring into moulds 
The chemic lava of thoſe ſhining veins, 
Which oft in digging for refreſhing ſprings 
Had mock'd all labour, or been ſparkling ſeen 80 
Beneath the gurgling ſtream of ſome ſmall rill : 
For when December, with his lengthen'd nights, 
Brought on the cloſing year, the Village met, 
Both old and young, upon the ſportive Plain, 
The praiſe to celebrate and fame record 8 5 
Of god-like Genius. Round a feſtal Pile, 
On top of which was laid a milk-white bull 
Or brindled heifer, to the clauking ſound 
Of brazen kettles, plough- ſhares, coulters, prongs, 
With geſtures wild, high 8 and lachen ſtarts, 

1 1 
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They danc'd a while ; and rent the brumal air 91 
With ſhouts vociferous, as th' aſcending flames 
And clouds of ſmoke envelop'd the fat beaſt 
Preparing for repaſt ; Then ſat them down, 

And of the Feaſt partook : But as they quaff'd 95 
Their flowing goblets of the grape's rich juice, 
Some reverend Sire, or Bard it: high eſteem, 


Sung to the warblings of the high-ſtrung Lyre 


| The birth, the virtues, and ſuperior ſkill, 

W Or this rever'd and long remember'd Man, 100 
Till wearineſs and night call'd them to reſt. 

| And Feſtivals they had to ſocial joys 


And chearfulnets devote, which they obſerv'd 


80 


ts. 


EY 


| As cuſtom dictated, or fancy will'd. 
| Each tribe and family in peace enjoy'd 105 
Its rites peculiar and domeſtic laws; 


Nor own'd, nor ſought controul. But if in time 


Midſt claſhing intereſts diflentior.s roſe, 


Yet all unanimous their quarreis brought 
And urg'd their angry ſuits before ſome Sage 110 
To contemplation wedded and deep thought 


On Nature's works; whole fair and juſt decrees 
| Confederate tribes to execute would join. 


Then he aroſe, of Ham's accurſed race, 
Nimrod, the mighty hunter before God; 115 


Q Who 


126 


Who, not content with the ſupreme delight 
Of conſcience whiſpering gratulations ſweet 
To his ſuperior ſoul, as it pronounc'd 

The laws of equity to Wrangling Tribes; 
Baſely avail'd him of the powerful means, 
Which intereſt gave or gratitude beſtow'd, 
To overturn Equality's fair ſtate: 
Cajoling ſome by all th' engaging forms 

Of ſpecious flattery, or the fair pretence 

Of arts improving and amending laws; 125 
Others alluring, by the tempting hopes 

Of great revenge or more extenſiye ſway, 

To fill his ranks with their confederate powers; 


120 


Others controuling by the hovering bands 

Of devaſtation; and on thoſe, who dar'd 
Boldly ſtand forth and his falſe claims oppoſe, 
Pouring the horrors of deſtructive war. 


I 59 


And ch! what pitying heart may but conceive 
The ravage made in this fell Hunter's rout. 


Where on the ſpot, that erſt their hands had till'd, 


Lay the laborious Hinds a numerous hoſt, 136 

Victims to Rapine and the mercileſs Sword; 
There he commanded Erech's glittering ſpires 

To riſe the monuments of his great revenge. 
mute 
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Where ghaſtly Famine with deſpairing arm 

Had daſh'd her infants crying out for food 141 
On the remorſeleſs ſtones; There in deſpight 

He mighty Accad built. Where uncontroul'd 
Deſtructive Peſtilence had ſtalk'd and raged, 
Devouring the laſt gleanings of the fight ; 145 
There deep in earth were the foundations laid 


Of Calneh's lofty bulwarks, to defend 


His wantonnefs of power and pride of heart. 


Such were the triumphs, ſuch th' ambitious joys 
Of murd'rous Nimrod; Till by fraud or force, 150 


He graſp'd the object of his treacherous aims, 


Deſpotic Rule ; and high enthron'd uproſe 
Th' unrivall'd 1 of the Sons of Ham. 


Then t to extend dominion thus uſurp'd 
He his devoted inſtruments encamp'd 155 
On Shinar's borders, where Euphrates joins 
His long divided ſtreams; and round their tents 
A wall erected, and munitions ſtrong, 
And high redoybts : whoſe battlements look'd TERS 
With proud contempt upon the ſubject world. 160 


Thus far advanc'd upon the crimſon wings 
Of high proſperity, the towering Soul 3 
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Of impious Nimrod dared to ſoar a flight 
Above all Mortal heights, and fix his throne 
Beyond enquiry's reach, above the Skies. 165 


His Mind determin'd on this vaſt Exploit; 
He on the broad and well-compacted baſe 
Of abſolute Controul, year after year, 
By ſecret windings and aſcent fo flow 
As only to prevent Suſpicion's eye 170 
From {lumb'ring on its guard, uprear'd a Pile 
Impregnable, immenſe ; whole dazzling Top 
Aſpiring bove the clouds, and richly deckt 
With all the gorgeous enſigus of command, 
With ſuperſtition's pageantry and ſtate, 15 
By its falſe glare confounded the baſe Herd. 
His ſtern Decrees with acclamations loud 
They follow'd ; and eſtecem'd it bliſs ſupreme 
With lowly bendings and proſtrations vile 
To fall before his Preſence, and adore _ == 
Their Maker's glory in his guilty Pride. 161 


The End of the Sixth Book. 
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THE DISPERSION. 


UT the almighty Father of the world, 
All good, omniſcient, and immutable, 
From his empyreal Manſions, where he dwells 
In ever-during unapproached Day, 
Reſpective of his creatures injur'd rights, 5 
With indignation view'd his guilty pride 
And ſacrilegious aims—and {trait arous'd 
His ſervant Aſshur ; and the patriot Sons 
Of favor'd Eber, Peleg from his birth _ 
Deſtin'd to high renown 1n this event, 10 
And Joktan, with the numerous race of chiefs 
Deſcended from his loins; and the three Sons 
Of Gomer, firſt of elder Japhet's line, 

Riphath, Togarmah, Aſhkenaz; with four 


of 
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Of Javan's far illuſtrious progeny, _ 15 
Eliſhah, Tarſhiſh, Kittim, and Dodauim; 

Beſides innumerable More of note 

And great emprize in thoſe tumultuous times; 

To vindicate the cauſe of Grace and Truth. 


Theſe All confederate (when remonſtrance naught 
Nor argument avail'd to quell his pride, 21 
Or change the courſes of his bold Compeers 
But in their councils wild diflention reign'd 
And worſe confuſion) ſet their muſter'd Tribes 
In dread array and oppoſition fierce — 23 
To Nimrod's falſe pretenſions. 
Nothing loth, 

He on the plains of Babylon had rear'd 

Tix imperial Enfign ; and around it placed 

The trophies of his Pride: For, in his {kill 30 
And numbers confident, He march'd aſſur'd 

That ſelf- ſame day to make himſelf a Name 
Beyond or fear's annoy or envy's reach. 


But his aſpiring thoughts prov'd vain. For lo! 
As army againſt army to the ſhock "45 
And fierce encounter of the mortal fight 1 


With hoſtile pace advanc'd, a Burſt from Heaven, 


Louder than e'er before reach'd human ear, 


Their 
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Their march arreſted From the turbid South 39 
Clouds piled on clouds, heap'd hideous to the ity, 
Had wrapt th' aſcending Sun in dunneſt gloom; 
And, daſh'd by guſty and conflicting winds, 

Were from their deep and ſulphurous wombs, ſur— 
With tenfold rage, diſgorging floods of fire; [charg'd 
The thunder roar'd through all the wild expanſe, 
And doubling peal on peal, the dark abyſs, 46 
The earth, and all the firmament convuls'd. 
Amidſt the hollow and capacious domes 

Of the devoted Tower bellow'd amain 

The aggregated din: Till, by the rage 50 
Of the contending elements opprets'd, 

From its foundations tottering to and fro, 

| The ſhatter'd Fabric tumbled to the ground 

An heap of undiſtinguiſhable ruin. 

Beneath the hideous devaſtation cruſn'd, 55 
The Thouſands periſh for protection plac'd 
Within its ample ſides ; the Bulwarks prone 
Entomb the ſtation'd warriors ; and the Earth 
Convuls'd and yawning opens wide her jaws 


And fills the meaſure of deſtruction up. 60 


The dreadful Omen through the Troops of Ham 
Spread horror, and confuſion, and diſmay ! 


R 1 Whilſt 
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Whilſt their fterce Leader, fiercer through deſpair, 


Ran through their ranks, and with a Tyrant's voice 
Cried, Ks ye to the fight ;—yon frightful ſtorm 
Of high commiſſion'd element ſhall duk 66 
Our braving Foe to bottomleſs perdition :— 

On to the Charge ;—upon your gleaming creſts 

Sits chiding victory. Vain boaſt ! for ſoon 

The heaven- protected and undaunted Van 70 
Of the confederate Hoſt, in the great cauſe 

And in their purpoſe bold, repell'd th' attack. 


Nor ſtopp'd they here; but, with augmented force 


Redoubling blows on blows, they diſarray'd 
His ſtouteſt legions, baffled all his ſkill, 75 


And drove him headlong from his Pride of State 


With all his ſtricken rout full many a e 


Toward Araby the ſtony. 


Where a while 


The Fugitive encamp'd his broken ranks, 


And call'd to council all his great Compeers: 80 


But with their fortunes were their ſpirits chang'd; 
No longer now obedient to command, 

Each, at the head of his reſpective Clans, 

In haſte mov'd off: For Famine at their heels 


And Peſtilence, and Mutiny preſs'd ſore. 8 5 


Canaan's 
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Canaan's fierce ſons were headed by thoſe Clicfs 
Ot whom the warlike Amorites were named, 
The Hittites, Hivites, Jebuſites, and l 
Thoſe Tribes, that after ſpread themſelves along 
The coaſts of the Great Sea, from Sidon north, go 
To Gaza and to fartheit Laſnah ſouth. 
A curſed Race; which ſoon became enflav'd 
To Dagon, Beaſtly form, half mau, half fiſh ; 
And Athtoreth's abominable tin ; 
And c'en to Moloch made their children paſs, 95 
Their ſons and daughters, through devouring fire. 


The Anamim, Pathruſim, Lehabim, 
Naphtubim, Lubim, and the various ſeed 


» 


Of ſubtle Miſraim, their kindred Chiefs 


Through that famed Iſthmus follow'd, Suez call'd, 
To Nubia's mountains, and the richer foil 101 
Lav'd by the waters of o'erflowing Nile, 

From whom deſcended an illuſtrious Race; 


For legiſlative {kill and arts renowu'd; 


The envy of the world. But ſtrange to tell; 105 

No monſtrous ſtories of contending Gods, 

Or fabled Hydras, or Chimeras dire, 8 

Equal'd the groſs corruptions of their Cult. 
| 1 8 And 
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And further on they ſpread, through all the plains 
And habitable lands of burning Atric. 110 


Proud Nimrod led his Cuſhites to rhe left 
Through Araby the ſtony, and the wilds 
Where Raamah, Sabtecha, and Sabtah pitch'd 
Their kindred tents, nor further ſought abode : 
A hardy ſavage race, to miſchief prone ; 45 
Of God deſpiſers, and of Men the dread. 


But with adventurous ſpirit Others paſs'd 


With quicken'd march ſtiil onward, if perchance 


They might eſpy a happier Clime; until 
The turbid waters of the Red Sea ſtopt 120 
Their further courſe. On whole engulphing Shores 
The Bands of Havila and Sheba fat 
Pertorce contented doven: In after-times 
Renowned Merchants ; But by Magic's 1 
By Taliſmans, by necromantic Arts, 125 
And by the Power of Juggling Sp! Irits thrall'd. 
Mean time, the Tribes of Japhet and of 8 hen! 
Poſleſo'd triumphant the ſtupendous works 
Of tallen Babel and her impious Tower. 
Pity and admiration each by turns 


130 
Succeeded in their breaſts, as they beheld 


Her 
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Her boundleſs pride and glories in the duſt; 
Her gates with ruin choak'd and putrid dead. 


Much they mclin'd, her foul Offence cras'd, 


To purge her altars, and her ſtreets repairz 135 


But in the wrathtul Firmament appear'd 
Freth figns of vengeance : To the warnivg threats 
They bow'd ſubmiſſion; and with ſpeed retir'd 
From the contagious walls. 

Then on the Plains, 
Due rites obſerv'd and delegation juſt, 151 
Amidit th' aflembled Hords the Chieftains caſt 
Purim devout before the Lord of Hoſts. 


Thus by their lots determin'd, Japhet's ſons 
Far to the regions of the North led forth 145 
Their Colones ; Through Colchis and the ſtreights 
Of Caucaſus: Old Gomer's to the banks 
Of Tavms and the rough Motic Lake: 


Some croſs'd tl impetuons Rha, whole icy waves 


Deſcending headloog ficru the ſnow-clad rocks 1.50 


And Genet: tops ot th 115 pe rborean hills 


The northern bonnds of KRiphath's mountains paſs; 


And ruſh tumultvous thro' four full fwoln mouths 


arther ſtretch'd 
To thoic remoter climes of Magog named Is 
LOU NSD , : 


Second 


Into th ilyrcanian Lake; and f 
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Second in true deſcent from Japhet's loins. 

Others of Javan's happier progeny, 
Migrating weſtward, peopled all the lands 
Of lefler Aſia and th' Aigecan Tiles, 
The fields of Grecian Delphi, and the ſhores 160 
Of ſtormy Adria, Where ſoon the Oaks 
Of famed Dodona's Grove all trembling felt 
The Demon's power ; and Scandia's utmoſt bounds 
They reach'd. A various Race; in after times 
For arms, for arts renown'd : But ſhame to tell, 
The blindeſt ſubjects of the Serpent's will. 
O'er trembling Europe Woden ſhook his lance, 
And griſly Thor his wrathful thunders hurl'd. 


Of Shem's diſtinguiſh'd Tribes, Aſhur's went 


And far-fam'd Nineveh, Affyrid's boaſt, [ forth, 


Rehoboth, Calah, and drong Reſen built, 


On thoſe fair lands; near which the Tigris, ſwell'd 
By many a kindred fream, holds on his way 
Direct through Arethula's cryſtal lake. 


Arphaxad's on the eaſt, and Aram's on the weſt 


Of old Euphrates, claim'd a fix'd abode : _ 176 


But Elam's to the Perſic gulph, and realms 
Beyoud the ſhores of Ganges and of ind 


II. 


50 


nt 


0 


Book VII. or MAN RESTORED. 139 


Their wanderings bent. 

All theſe, a holy Race; 
Of God, Creator of the heavens and earth, 189 
Preſerver and fole Lord, adorers long. 
Till that fell Spirit, whoſe ſubtle wiles begui}'d 
The Firſt of human kind, nor ccaſcs ever 
The hearts of all his children to corrupt, 
Eflay'd his dev'liſh metaphyſic arts; 18 5 
And taught them, muſing on its fierce extremes 
And chemic powers, to find the God of gods 
In that perceptible congenial Fire, 
Which all created Being undefil'd 
And pure pervades, 1nvigorates, and fills. 190 


Hapleſs deluſion ! Soon, too ſoon, it ſpread 
Its ſubtle poiſon o'er their heated brains, 
Hence endlets faſtings and ſevereſt watch 
To keep the body trom pollution tree : 194 
Hence all the phantaſms of th' o'erwearled mind; 
The viſions, ſorceries, witchcratts, and the charms 
That e'en the ſubjects of Chaldæan Ur, 
So late the choſen of avenging heaven, 


Drew from their true allegiance to the will 


Of him, malignant Fiend, who now ſole Lord 


(High on his throne of ſtate, obſcur'd with clouds 


Ot 
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Of darkneſs palpable ; and circled round 201 
(Forbidding nearer view) with Gorgons dire, 
Chimæras frightful, and a hideous Race 

Of Monſtrous Idols) tat big ſwoln with th' vows 
And noiſome incenſe of a vaſſal world, 106 


The End of the Seventh Bock. 


T H E 
EIGHTH BOOK 
WE 
THE DAY or PENTECOST, 

| mY 


MAN RESTORED. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The reaſon of God's love to mankind. The grand 
manifeſtation of it ſuſpended. The cauſe of 
the ſuſpenſion. The Call of Abraham. The 
nature of the Promiſes to him. The extenſive 
information delivered to him upon that ſubject. 


A ſummary view of the times of Samucl, Da- 


vid, and Solomon. The extent of the temporal 


promiſes. The tranſmiſſion of the ſpiritual 
limited to a particular Line, and pointed out in 
the hiſtory of Iſaac, Jacob, and the twelve 
Patriarchs. The bondage of the Ifraclites in 


Egypt, and the promiſe of their redemption 


from thence: 


1 1 — — 
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THE CALL OF ABRAH AN. 


TRUCK with th' rehearſal of theſe fatal truths, 


Good Nicodemus with impaſſion'd zeal 
Could not forbear exclaiming— 


King divine, 
Great Cauſe of Being, only Source of Light, 5 
Thy name how loſt, thy glories how eclips'd ! ! 
Ungrateful, abje&, and preſumptuous Man, 
His thoughts how evil, how perverſe his w ays! 
No mercies teach him, and no vengeance warns 


Jo keep aloof from the deſtructive charms 10 


Of that fell Sorcereſs, of Hell Firſt-born, 


Idolatry: Whoſe lures betray his ſoul, 


Aud lime to earth his bruis'd entangled heels. 


. Then, Thou eternal Ruler of the Heavens, 14 
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Whereof is Man; vain, weak, rebellious Man * 

How through the view of thy foreknowledge ſcen 

Could his baſe Nature, obſtinate in 111, 

Deſerve thy promiſes to Adam made 

And righteous Noah? 19 
Oh! why in weak complaints 

Still does thy ſoul arraign his juſt decrees ? 

Replied th' Apoſtle, and proceeded thus, 


Below the Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, 


That round his preſence wait and hymn his praiſe, 
But of æthereal temper, god-like mold, 25 
The Sons of men Inheritors were born 

Of heavenly glory and immortal crowens: 
Therefore the Promiſe was to lively faith 

And true repentance given; 'Therefore Grace 


To a beguil'd and erring race was ſhewn ; 30 


Therefore a ſpotleſs and ſufficient Lamb 
Was from Creation's earlieſt prime prepared 


An offering for ſin. Within the rolls 
Of the eternal Book th' illuſtrious Day 
Of Incarnation was engraven deep 35 


In Large Myſterious Characters; But through 
What mortal Stock, th' Image expreſs of God, 
The dread Vicegerent of th' Almighty King, 
The Lord of Lords, the ſelf devoted Lamb, 


Meſſiah, 
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Mefliah, would his heavenly glories veil, 40 


And in the fulneſs of revolving time 

Would take upon him Man's degraded form; 

In it, to ſatisfy the righteous claims, 

And heal the wounds of th' everlaſting Law; 

In it, of all the Covenants t' appear 45 


True Image, and all Prophecies fulfill; 
In it, High Prieſt to make atonement full 


By his own death for ſin; In it, through death 


To conquer Death, and bruiſe the Serpent” s head; 


In it, to riſe triumphant into Heaven, 50 
And there fit down at the right hand of God ; 
Thenceforth expecting *till the wily Head 

Of the Grand Foe be cruſh'd beneath his feet, 


And Man to all his primal rank reſtor'd ; 


Was undecided ; Was by Heaven reſerv'd 55 
To be the glorious and diſtinguith'd Lot 


Of His poſterity, whoſe faith, whoſe hope, 
Whoſe holy confidence, whoſe active zeal, 


Whole true obedience, mark'd the friend of God. 59 


| When therefore the fell Power of Darkneſs «Apa 


His baleful wings o'er all the lumbering Earth; 


When Sin's infernal brood uprear'd their creſts, 
Shook off their chains, and ravag'd uncontroul d; 5 
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Commanded Hell to open all her mouths; 65 
The God of Glory, th' univerſal Lord, 

The King immortal from his throne of Grace 

The Son of Terah, our Great Father, faw 

From Ur expell'd, and from Chaldea driven; 


Saw him a Stranger in a foreign land -0 


To ſierceſt threat*nings, direſt racks expoſed ; 
Yet undiſmay'd, and with a Prophet's zeal, 


In Charrau's openings and aſſembled marts 


Preaching aloud the caute of grace and truth; 
Denouncing vengeance and the extremeſt wrath 75 
Ot Heaven's almighty King upon the Fancs | 
And blazing Altars of their {cnſeleſs Gods. 


Ichovah faw his Servant's ſruitleſs toils, 
And in obſcure and cloud. d Majeſty 
Thus further tricd his Zcal— 80 
| Withdraw, ſaid He, 
From theſe polluted walls; This 3 ſoll, 
Thy Father's houſe, and its corruptions quit; 


And Ja Land will ſhew thee, where thy Name 
Shall riſe to glory *bove all human heights, 835 


And heaven-mark'd Favors all thy iteps attend: 
Where 


68. The Son of Terab.] Abram, 73. Coarran) In Meſopotamia. 


Gen. II. 51. Jud. V. 3. 


81. Withdraw, Sc.] Gen. Xl, | 
1 6: Nch. IX. 7. © hos V. 78. 1. 3. AAC. 1921, 


69. Ur expell d, Ec. ] Gen. II. 
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Where thy Poſterity ſhall long remain, 

Fed by my care, and by my arm ſuſtain'd, 

A Nation great and numerous ; Thou ſhalt be 

A bleſſing ; I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, 90 
And curſe him that curſeth thee ; and in Thee 
Shall all the Families of the Earth be blefied. 


Our Father Abram heard the gracious Call 
Heard, and obey'd. Incſtimable Act ! 
Grand Omen of your fame ! Sole Cauſe, that You 
Amidit the fall of Nations and the wreck 95 
Of mighty Empires {till your Name preſerve! 
For thence Jchovah reign'd vou GOD, YOUR EING 3 
And thence th' Incarning of th' ETERNAL LAavB 
Became the glorious and diſtinguiſh'd Lot 
Of His Poſterity, of Abram's Sons ; 101 
And thence, ye highly-tavour'd race, through You 
Have all the families of the Earth been blefied : 


For—Whom ye late dcipis'd, revil'd, condemu'd; 


Whom late ye flew, and hung on the curs'd Tree 

In HI behold THar King !—Juſtice his ſword, 

Mercy his diadem, his ſceptre Truth: 107 
| 2 "mh 


90. I will Bleſs them, Se.] The by obeying the call (Gen. XII. 4.) 
heocracy is evidently propoſed though it was not ratified, ſealed, 
(AAC. 1920, Gen, XII. 1-4.) in and made irrevocable 'till the cove- 
this part of the promiſe, and there- nant of Circu:ncifion (AAC. 1898. 
fore commences from the time, Gen. XVII.) | 


when Abram accepted the propoſal 94. Aud obey"d.] Gen, XII. 4. 
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Commanded Hell to open all her mouths ;_ 65 
The God of Glory, th' univerſal Lord, 

The King immortal from his throne of Grace 
The Son of Terah, our Great Father, ſaw 

From Ur expell'd, and from Chaldea driven; 


Saw him a Stranger in a foreign land 70 


To ſierceſt threat'nings, direſt racks expoſed; 
Yet undiſmay'd, and with a Prophet's zeal, 
In Charran's openings and aſſembled marts 
Preaching aloud the cauſe of grace and truth; 


Denouncing vengeance and the extremeſt wrath 75 
Of Heaven's almighty King upon the Fancs 


And blazing Altars of their ſenſeleſs Gods. 


Ichovah ſaw his Servant's fruitleſs toils, 


And in obſcure and clouded Majeſty 
Thus further tricd his zZeal— 80 


Withdraw, ſaid He, 
From theſe polluted walls; This tainted ſoil, 
Thy Father's houſe, and its corruptions quit 
And I a Land will ſhew thee, where thy Name 


Shall riſe to glory *bove all human heights, 8s 
And heaven-mark'd Favors all thy ſteps attend: _ 
| Where 


68. Tye Son of Terab.] Abram. 73. Charran.] In Meſopotamia. 


Gen. II. 31. Jud. V. 8. 5 
69. Ur expell d, Sc.] Gen. II. 8. Withdraw, Oc. ] Gen. XII. 
31. Neh, IX. 7. Jud. V. 7, 8. 1. 3. AAC. 1921, 
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Where thy Poſterity ſhall long remain, 

Fed by my care, and by my arm ſuſtain'd, 

A Nation great and numerous; Thou ſhalt be 

A bleſſing; I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, 90 
And curle him that curſeth thee; and in Thee 
Shall all the Families of the Earth be bleſſed. 


Our Father Abram heard the gracious Call; 


| Heard, and obey'd. Ineſtimable Ac! 


Grand Omen of your fame ! Sole Caule, that You 
Amidſt the fall of Nations and the wreck 96 
Of mighty Empires ſtill your Name preſerve ! 
For thence Jehovah reign'd YOUR GOD, YOUR EING 3 
And thence th' Incarning of th' ETERNAL Lays 
Became the glorious and diſtinguiſh'd Lot 
Of His Poſterity, of Abram's Sons; 101 
And thence, ye highly-tavour'd race, through You 
Have all the families of the Earth been blefied : 
For—Whom ye late dcipis'd, revil'd, condemn'd; 
Whom late ye flew, and hung on the curs'd Tree; 
In HIM behold THar King !—Fuſtice his ſword, 
Mercy his diadem, his ſceptre 'Fruth;: 107 
„„ 55 1 
90. 7 will leſs them, Ee. The by obeying the call (Gen, XII. 4.) 


Theocracy is evidently propoſed though it was not ratified, ſealed, 
(AAC. 1920. Gen. XII. 1-4.) in and made irrevocable *rill the cove- 


this part of the promiſe, and there- naut of Circumciſion (AAC. 1898. 


fore commences from the time, Gen. XVII.) por 


| When Abram accepted the propoſal 94. Aud obe d.] Gen. XII. 4. 
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In H1M behold THaT Lams For mortal fin 
The Sacrifice from earlieſt time prepar'd : 

In HI behold the soN or Gop ! 110 
Th' Author and the Finiſher of your faith! 
In whom the families of the earth AnE bleſs'd, 
Beyond what tongue can tell or thought conceive, 


<< OO d >:4 »*4 


As when at ſtilly Noon a ſudden gloom | 
And grumbling thunders tell the gathering ſtorm : 
So now the murmurs of the mad'ning crowd 116 
Had drown'd th' Apoſtle's voice; and threaten'd 
But uproar, outrage, and confuſion wild: [nought 


Till Nicodemus, riſing from his ſeat, 
With venerable air and outſtretch'd arm 
Beſpoke their patience : The contentious throng 
Beheld their Chief with reverential awe, 122 
And huſh'd to filence, heard him thus begin: 


Thy weighty charges, heaven- inſtructed Guide, 
Thy wond'rous eloquence, thy mighty powers, 
No eye but ſees, no heart but underſtands; 126 
Vet by the Sages and the Prophets taught 
A different lore, our Tribes may well demand 
If Jeſus were Meſſiah, Prince of Peace, 

Why 


L 2 


26 
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Why did He not (at Bethphage proclaim'd) 136 


_ Afﬀert his Father's throne, the Nations call 


To own his ſovereign ſway and taſte the bliſs 

Of heavenly rule, of great Jehovah's reign ? 

Why did he not to Time's laſt period live 

Judza's ſceptred Monarch, King of Kings? 135 


TH Apoſtle anſwer'd with becoming warmth, 
Oh ! can ye think, 1s't poſlible ye can, 
Ye ſtill deceiv'd and obſtinate of heart, 
That in that promiſe was declar'd the riſe 
Of Abram's Empire o'er the proſtrate world ? 149 
That God would ſend his Shiloh clad in ſteel 
To fill the world with bloodſhed and alarm, 
And force ſubmiſſion to his boundleſs Sway ? 
This is a Bleſſing, which that world would chuſe 
Might never come. For feel ye not Yourſelves 145 


How galling is the yoke of diſtant Lords? 


Or can ye think, that He, who made the Heavens 


| And fits the mighty Cherubim between, 


God, who is ever wiſe as well as good, 
Would, only to collect his froward ſons 150 
Under the banners of a native prince, 
With ſo much zeal fo oft have interpoſed ? 
'Tis proſtitution and abaſement ſuch 
e eee As 
7.30, Proclain'd.) Matt. XXI. 1, 5, 9, Mark. XI, 9, 10, 
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As never may with piety be told 


Of the Eternal King, or even thought ! 15 5 
Paid ye have dearly for this pride of heart; 
Witneſs our Tribes in every part diſperſed 

Of this indignaut habitable globe. 

Oh, then at length be wiſe, ye blinded Men, 


Ye have of Sorrow s bittereſt chalice drunk 160 | 


Even to the dregs : For know, the mighty Lord, 


The dread Vicegerent of th' Eternal God, 


Vouchiaf'd in his own Perſon to become 


(Hear it ye Learned and give ear ye Wile, 


What nation or what people e' er before 165 


Such mercies taſted or ſuch glories ſhared !) 

The dread Vicegerent of th' Eternal God 
Vouchſat'd in his own Perſon to become 

Your Abraham's Lawgiver, his God, his King ; 
His children rais'd to ſovereignty and ſtate, 170 


Our great Forefather's holy faith and truth 


To crown with high and everlaſting fame : 
But of this Glory aud terreſtrial Pomp 
'The nobler end and aim was to prepare 

A royal Prieſthood and a choſen Race ; 175 
Who might the lively Oracles receive, 8 
And by the holy Signs, from age to age 
Deliver'd down, when Time's prophetic courſe 


172. 7 crown, Se.! Hoke: VII. 139 Gen. xv. 18—21. 
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Had run full cirele, might expect and know 

The glorious Archetype; his Riſe adore; 180 
And to a ſceptic, though impatient, world, 
Preſent the glories and atteſt the claims 

Of Him, deſcended from the Heaven of Heavens: 
Cloth'd in our fleſh, and in the ſceptred pall 

Of Prophet, Prieſt, and King; to cruſh the power 
Of ſateleſs Hell, to bruiſe the Serpent's head; 186 
To heal the nations by the precious balm 

Of blood once offer'd; and the bleſſings ſhower 
Of knowledge, virtue, univerſal love, 

Of reconcilement, and immortal joys, 190 


On all the families of the 2685 2008 Earth. 


"Theſe were the | Bleflings, theſe the promis'd Joys, | 
To the great Founders of the human race, 
| Repenting Adam, and obedient Noah, | 


To Abram likewiſe, our far famous Sire, 195 
Oft tried by miſery and th' oppreflor's wrongs, 
All hoary grown with age and lengthen'd hope, 
And maugre all ill- bodings faithful found, 


Was ſhewn the courſes of this glorious Truth _ 
: Ta n 


18 5. To cruſh the porver, Ag Viz, as Prieſt. 


Viz, as King. 188. And the Bleſſings ſyower, 


mw To heal the n nations, oY Sc.] Viz. as Prophet. 
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On that important memorable day, 209 
Recorded in the page of holy writ ; 

When in compaſſion to the bounded views 

And anxious cravings of his Servants' zeal], 


The God of Glory, great Meſſiah deign'd 


Thus to continue the momentous theme ;— 207 


Well haſt thou fought a good and worthy fight, 
IIluſtrious Prince and zealous Friend of God, — 
That Heifer of three years, that Goat, that Ram 
Of equal age, divided each in twain, 

That Turtle-dove, that Pigeon's callow young, 
By me ordain'd of old the precious Seals 211 
Of the new Covenant, the holy Signs 

Memorial of the wond'rous Sacrifice 

Once in the courſes of this ſinful world 


For fin and man's tranſgreſſion's to be made, 215 


By thee ſo well protected from the claws 
And ravenous beaks of thoſe infernal fowls, 


he 

Rccorded.] Gen. XV. 1 206, Well haſt thou fought." 

27. the the note at the end of Gen. XV. 11. And when the 

this eighth book, _ fowls came down upon carcaſes, 
204. Meſah.] Gen. XV. 5. Abram drove them away, 

and he ſaid unto him, I am the 208. That heifer, Sc.] Gen, 


Lord, that brought thee out of Ur yy 9. 

of the Chaldees, &c. of conſe- 

quence fully equal to the giving 216. So avell ane Gen, 
all the information contain'd in this, XV. 11. 

and the two following books. 
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The hoſtile emblems of demonic cult, 

To thee be Signs, — That theſe far-ſtretching ls, 
From the Egyptian Sehor to the bounds 220 
Of Abana and Pharphar, whoſe clear ſtreams 
Water the lands of Syria's royal ſeat ; 

And from Euphrates, the great river, eaſt, 

And Saba in the deſart to the coaſts 


Of Tyre and Sidon, to thy holy Secd, 225 


Maugre the fierceneſs and deſtructive rage 
Of all oppoſers, ſhall be heritage. 

For in thoſe lawleſs and far diſtant times 
(When nor remembrance of the mighty arm, 229 
Which from a thraldom of four hundred years 


| Their Sires brought forth, and gave them to ſubdue 


Theſe impious realms; when nor deſpairing hope, 
Nor lofs of country, nor ſurrounding foes ; 
When nor my judges nor my ſeers can rule 


Thy diſobedient Sons) ſhall riſe a Youth 235 


219. Realms.] Gen. XV. 18— 


220. Schor.] Num. ds Go 
1 Chron, XVIII, 2, 13. 


221. Abana, Te] t Chron. 
XVIII. 6. 


223, From Euphrates, ] 1 1 Chron. 
XVIII. 3. Gen. XV. 18, 


225 Tyre and Sidon.] 1 Chron, 
XVIII. 1. and Num. XXXIV. 6. 


227. Shall be PPT Gen, 
V. 16. 


0 
230. Thraidom, Sc.] Gen. XV. 


13. 


420; Shall riſe a Youth.) The 
times, &c. of David form an 
epoch in ſacred hiſtory too im- 
portant to be paſe'd by unnoticed in 
a work. of this kind: the mention 


of them in this place, 1s indeed 


ſomething too early, and breaks in 
upon the thread of this chapter; 
but a very unpleaſant interruption 
is thereby afterward avoided, 


— —— — —— ——-—ñ.ᷓ — 


34. Luke J. 33 * | 10—15. 
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251. Shall endure. ] 2 Sam. VII. 255. My Arh, Sgr. ] Ex. XXV. 


Bool 
Of ruddy countenance and manly port, And 
In battle valiant, prudent in debate: | The 
Him ſhall my Samuel (perſons by thoſe names 1 co 
And things I call, which future time ſhall give) And 
Him ſhall my Prophet, the rever'd, the juit, 240 Fort 
The Arbiter of Iſrael and the Light, Wi! 
Take from the ſheep-folds and th uncultur'd fields Þ Wit 
And with the Holy Oil anoint his head. Of 
My arm ſhall ſtrengthen him, my counſels guide; To 
And he ſhall reign and proſper till his Horn 245 Þ pie 
Be high exalted above every foe. — 
With him, the firſt-born of a royal line M 
Of kings deſcending from his choſen ſeed, XXX 
My covenant and mercy will I keep ; J 
David I will not fail; his righteous throne 250 20 
For ever ſhall endure; from his fair nor] = 5 
The choiceſt BRANCH of all the foreſt growth, XVI 
SHILOH, ſhall ſurely ſpring. For he will love elk 
My ſtatutes ; and obey my great commands. : dh 
My Ark (o'erlaid with gold, in faihion form'd : E 
By my preſcription at the holy Mount; 2356 Bu 
| And d. 
ä | accu 
237. Prodent, Oc. Oc. x Sam, 2351. Roots] Rev. v. E geſt 
XVI. 18. N 252. Branch. ] Jer. XXIII. 3. ( 
250. David.] PS, LXXXIX. 253. Shiloh ſhall ſurely Spring.) © tot 
34 Luke I, 32. it w 
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And on it placed the Mercy-ſeat between 
The wings of golden cherubim, from whence 
I commun'd with my ſervant Moſes oft 


And to him dictated my laws and rites) 


260 


Forgot, abandon'd by rejected Saul, 

Will He from Baalah bring with ſolemn pomp, 
With ſound of trumpets and the mingled notes 
Of cymbals, pſalteries, and harps, 


To Sion's holy mount. There in the Tent 


Lo 14s 34s 
XVII. 14. Proviſion was made in 
a particular ſtatute by Moſes him- 
ſelf for the election of a king after 


to be paramount. 


265 


Pitch'd by his order, will I deign again 


267. Mercy: ſeat, Sc.] Exod, 
. 17—21. 


259. Commun d, Sc.] Exod, 
XXV. 22. 


261. Forgot. ] 1 Chron, XIII. 3; 


261, Rejected Saul.) 1 Chron, 
But Deuteronomy, 


a preſcribed manner (17. 15) when 
the Iſraelites ſhould come into 
poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, and 


be inclined to have one (17. 14 :) 
But proviſion was likewiſe made by 


the ſame authority, that amongſt 
other injunctions the king ſhould 
accurately ſtudy, thoroughly di- 


| geſt, and ſtrictly abide by the let- 
ter of the whole body of the laws, 


(17+ 18, 19, 20.) The Law was 
In theſe laws, 


it was ordained, that none but the 
Prieſts, the Levites, ſhould under 
the ſevereſt penalties preſume to 
offer ſacrifices to God, It was 


Iſrael ; 


Between 


moreover ordained, that there 
ſhould not be among the children 
of Iſrael any conſulter with fami- 
liar ſpirits (Deut. XVIII. 11, 12) 
For an account of this abomination 
among others, the Lord had deter- 
mined to extirpate the Canaamites, 
Againſt both theſe ſtatutes Saul 
tranſgreſſed; againſt the firſt by 


ſacrificing at Gilgal before the 


arrival of Samuel (1 Sam, XIII. 
9.) again{t the ſecond, by eonſult- 


ing the witch of Endor, and call» 


ing vp Samuel from the dead (1 
Sam. XXVIII.) For theſe actual 
and recorded inſtances of leſe ma- 
jeſty, and other ſtrong indications 


of tyranny and apoſtacy (1 Sam. 
XXVIII.) Saul and his family 


were rejected from the throne of 
And the more faithful 
David eſtabliſhed in their room. 
For, amidſt ſome irregularities and 


even exceſſes, David was ever rea- 


dy to acknowledge his faults, and 
to make ſuch atonement as the 
nature of them or the laws required, 
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Between the holy Cherubim to fit, 
The Ark o'crthadowing with eftulgent clouds; 
*Till Solomon, his peaceful fon, with hands 


Undrench'd in blood, and with a ſoul endow'd 270 


With every gift, that wiſdom can beſtow 

Or peace mature, a Temple ſhall erect, 

The Joy of the whole earth, the Houſe wherein 
Mine Honour ſhall delight to dwell. The Ark 
With all its holy contents, —Angel's food, 275 
The tables teſtimonial of the Law, 

The Pontiff's budding rod, —fhall there firſt Aud 
A place of reſt. His ſplendid Courts beſides 

And Domes magnific ſhall be ſo enrich'd 


With ſtately columns and Phoenician art, 280 


That Pharaoh's royal daughter ſhall behold 

The gorgeous palaces and haughty piles 

Of antient Ægypt and her ſumptuous kings 
Buy Salem's graceful Majeſty excell'd, 

In thoſe triumphant times thy barks ſhall ride 


The Elanitic gulf, and, to the winds 286 


Giving their daring fails, the Red Sea plough, 
Till twice the ſpace of ten revolving moons 
Have brought them joyful to the wealthy ſhores 


Of Ophir, and of Sheba's ſwarthy queen; 299 


And thence r return deep fraught with gems and gold 


And 


267. Betzueen.] Upon 5 merey · ſeat, Levit. XVI. 2. 
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And tuſks of the unweildy elephant, 
And birds, whoſe glowing plumage vyes in hues 
With thoſe reſplendent in the ſhowery bow. 

Upon the mountains and cxalted rocks, 295 
Where now the Kenites and the Hittites build 
Their ſtrong and lofty tow'rs ; in Moab's plains 
And Heſhbon's fartheſt bounds ; on Baſan's hills; 
In Edom's wilds, and Canaan's fertile vales, 

Thy Sons ſhall dwell ; the children of my love 

And my peculiar care. 301 
Jehovah ceas'd; 

And lengthen'd ſhadows mark'd departing day. 

N ish s growing horrors chill'd the Patriarch's blood; 

And o'er his eyes and fore aſtounded limbs 305 

Sleep his reſiſtleſs potency enforc'd. 

But, as an eagle from the toils broke looſe, 

His quicken'd ſoul aroſe upon the wings 

Of contemplation ; on the top ſerene 

Of a ſtupendous hill walking he feem'd, 310 


And from its prominent brow ſurveying all 


Its ſloping landſcapes, and the buſy ſcenes 


Its ample baſe ſurrounding : By him ſtood 
93 Three 
296. The Kenites, Sc.] Gen, 24. The royal city ol the Amo. | 


XV. 19. - rites. 

297. In Moal”s plains.) Numb. 209. Canaan's, Q.] Numb. 
XXII. 1. XIV. 28. 

298. And Heſhbor? 95 Se.] 1 303. Departing 25.1 Genefis 


Chron, XVIII. 11. Deut. HI. XV. LY 
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Three living Forms intent upon a Troop 

At even-tide advancing on their way, 315 
With flow and gentle march, until they meet 

A Gallant Chief in gold and purple clad. _ 
When lo! before him kneels a Virgin veil'd 

With tiffued filver ; through whoſe flender woof 
Shone, jewels that echps'd the gems of Eve, 320 
And robes of Syrian tincture ; which arrang'd 
In all the beauty of extremeſt {kill 

Strove, but in vain, th' enamour'd Gazer's eye 
To draw from the illuſtrious Wearer's form: 
He rais'd the proſtrate Virgin from the ground, 
And in his arms enclaſp'd the modeſt Fair; 
Then led her bluſhing to his mother's tents, 

_ Amidlt the bleſſings of the palmy train 
Hymning the joyſul nuptials of their Lord, 


326 


Whence, gentle Strangers, aſk'd our reverend Sire, 


How happens it, that that ſo gallant Chief, 331 


So fair, ſo young, regardleſs of his own, _ 
Should ſeck a Conſort from remoteſt lands, 
And leave her conduct thro' the deſart waſtes 


To the weak guidance of a ſervant's hand? 335 


To whom the Firſt of the angelic forms 
Made anſwer ; Have thy toils and baffled hopes 


So 


20 
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80 dull'd the memory of thy earlier form, 
That in that gallant Bridegroom thou canſt trace 
No lineaments, no ſemblance of thyſelf? 340 


Struck with aſtoniſhment, the Patriarch fel! 
Prone at the feet of his celeſtial Gueſts, 


And worſhipp'd. 


On thy feet ariſe, replied 


The heav'nly Perſonage; in that brave Youth 34 5 


Behold the Son of promiſe, the Reward 

Ot all thy faithful toils, the living Pledge 

Of thy exceeding glory, and through whom 
Shall all the families of the Earth be bleſs'd. 

A true Believer of thy great beheſts 350 


He ſpurns weak dalliance with polluted Heth, 
Nor yet, obedient to thy ſtrict command, 


Dares quit the precincts of his native land ; 


But to the heights of Padan Aram, which 


O'erlook the dreary Mes'potamian plains, 355 
Upon the holy errand fends thy old | 


And faithful Elezer : Thereto bound 


By all the ſanctitics of ſtricteſt vows ; 
And with a ſuite attended, as thou ſeeſt, 


A prince becoming and the royal care 360 
Of fair Rebekah, Bethuel's chiefeſt joy, 
3 Thy 


357. Faithful Eliexer.] Gen, XV. 2. Gen, XXIV. 2. 
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Thy brother Nahor's ſon. Choice ever bleſs'd! 
But not 'till twenty fruitleſs years have fill'd 

That nuptial bed with fears and fore diſtruſt, 

And fix'd again their almoſt blunted minds 365 
On God's predeſtin'd will, ſhall Twins be born ; 
The Firſt, devoted to the joys of ſenſe, 
Reckleſs of heaven and of heavenly things, 

Will in his moods of appetite and {corn 

Surrender all his rights of elder Birth z - 370 
And mingling with the daughters of the land 

Be loſt to God, and all thy glorious hopes. 

But turn thy eyes more ſouthward, there behold 
What lamentations rend the hills and vales ; 
What funeral obſequies, what enſigus fill 375 
Rich Atad's wide domain ! Beſides the Bands 
Encamp'd on yonder flopes, innumerous Horſe, 
Of all their rich capariſons deſpoil'd, 


Blacken the land and ſhake the ſky with neighings; 


And Cars of burniſh'd ſilver, which unveil'd 390 
Would emulate the Sun's meridian rays, 
Surround the princely Lords and high Compeecrs 
Of grateful Ægypt: Far as Jordan come 


In ſolemn march attending on the bier 


Of him Belov'd, whoſe Eye of faith ſhall ſee 385 


Heaven's 


376. Atad.] Gen. L. 10. 
383. Far as Jordan. Gen. L. 10. 
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Heaven's gates unbarr'd, and who with angels ſhall 
In deep and ſtill victorious argument 

Spend many a trying hour ; to whom the Oath, 
To thee and Iſaac ſworn, ſhall be confirm'd ; 
Fierce Eſau's younger brother, Jacob firſt, 399 
But after Iſrael call'd. What ſorrows fill 

Their downcaſt looks, what deep dejection mars 
Their princely cheeks and ſwells their troubled hearts! 
How float upon the wind the plaintive airs _ 

Of flow and ſolemn muſic, and the notes 395 
Of thoſe ſweet minſtrels marching at the head 

Of that innumerable troop advanc'd 

On this fide Jordan to the vaſty Cave 


Of Machpelah, near which thou dwell'ſt; not far 


From Mamre's lofty walls! Which field, with all 


Its trees and ſkirting foreſts, thou ſhalt buy 401 


Of Ephron, ſon of Zohar ; to be made 


In full aflembly of the ſons of Heth 
The thee and thine hereditary ever, 


A place devoted to thy kindred dead. 30 


And ſee how thy Deſcendant's pious Sons 


In the commanded ſepulchre repoſe 


| His ſacred bones; and o'er the coſtly grave 


Shed tears as faſt as the Arabian trees | 
Their odorif 'rous gums ; all woe begone, 410 
1 5 With 

293. On this fide Jordan.) Gen- L. 13. 7 85 
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With ſtricken breaſts and lamentations loud 
They pay the laſt fad duties to their Sire. 

Now quit that mournful ſcene, and weſtward turn 
Thy fympathizing eyes to thoſe rich fanes, 
Thoſe ſtructures eminent, and glittering towers, 415 
At whoſe enguerdon'd feet the ſeven-mouth'd Nile 
Pours all his treatures, Pharaoli's royal pride; 
Amidſt thoſe crouded ſtreets, within that Court, 
Replete with guards and trophies of controul, 
See Joſeph ſeated on a throne of Nate z 420 
And round him proſtrate all the trembling Sons 
Of buried Ifrael, craving at his feet 
Forgivenefs of their great and heinous wrongs : 
His ſtate diſcarded, fee his eyes o'erflow 
With drops of tendereſt pity ; in their necks 425 
He hides th* o erſwellings of his heart; then bids 
Them all look chearly up; aſſurance gives 
Of gracious pardon and the full return 
Of perfect friendſhip. Worthy fon, and ſtill 


More worthy Brother! For moſt foul it was 430 


To meditate thy death; and, as a boon, 

To ſend thee down the rougheſt tide of life 

To catch at fortune. But, my friend, in this 
Mark the direction of that Power, which rais'd 
Ty afflicted Joſeph from the dungeon's gloom, 435 
From ſlavery aud dire want to the controul 


Of 
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Of Pharaoh's vaſt domain ; which made him Loc, 
Th' unenvied Lord of fertile Ægypt's ſtores ; 

Ere the forctold and heaven- directed drought 

Had driven his Brethren, laden with remorſe 449 
To thoſe dread regions, where their cruel hate 

Had the dear object of their father's love 

A barter'd captive ſent. But there he reigns, 

The bond-flave Brother reigns ; rais'd to the foot 
Of gratciul Egypt's chrone, that he may bring 445 
His father's houſe from the contagious taint 

Of Canaan's air; and with unqueſtion'd leave 
Secure its temporary manſe, with all 

Its manners ſuffer'd, all its rites allow'd, 

In Goſhen's verdant hills and plenteous vales. 450 
Where their attention to their fleccy care, 
Their herds and flocks, the ſojourners {hall Keep 
From the ſweet interchange of marriage-vows 
And all the charities of ſocial life 

With AÆgypt's ſons : whoſe ſuperſtitious laws 455 
Forbid all intercourſe with ſuch employ. N 
In thoſe delightful fields, beneath the ſmiles 
Of royalty and gratitude ſhall They, 

Full many a year ſojourning, grow in wealth, 
In numbers, and in nught : Till their ſucceſs 460 
The jealouſies draw on them and the arts 
i Of 
460. 12 numbers, &c.] Exod. I. 7. Succeſi] Exod. I. 8, 9, 10. 


164 Tar DAY or PENTECOST, Book VII. 


Of an imperious and a daſtard Race : 
Who in their fears thy children's necks ſhall bow 
Beneath a rigorous yoke, their rites profane 464 
And trample on their laws ; their God blaſpheme ; 
Their infants, reeking from the mother's womb, 
Daſh on the pitying ſtones. How will they fink 
Beneath the weight of their encreaſing toils! 
How curſe the riſing day, that with it wakes 
The torments of their weary ſouls! How hate 470 
The cruel realm, and all its tyrant Lords! 

But when four hundred years have run their courſe, 
And when the ſons of this devoted land, 
Deteſted Canaan, have the meaſure fill'd 
Of their 1n1quity, their impious crimes, 475 
Then will I ſend my ſervant Moſes arm'd 
With all the terrors of avenging heaven 
To ſcourge the Ægyptians and their monſtrous Gods; 
To fix in Iſrael's heart an awful ſenſe 


Of the eternal Majeſty, who deign'd 480 


With his own arm to ſtrike their fetters off, 
And lead them forth from an ungrateful Land 


201. Recorded i in the page.] The with ſuch diviſions, &. as may 
latter part of this, and the whole contribute to the better under- 
of the two following books being ſtanding it in the ſenſes, that have 
an enlarged paraphraſe or explana- already been given to its contents 


| tion of the fifteenth chaprer of Ge- inthe ſcripture hiſtory of Abraham, 


neſis; it may not be amiſs to in- In this chapter it appears, that the 
troduce that chapter here at length, Patriarch by his precedent behavi- 
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our had entitled himfelf to further 
information from heaven upon the 
following heads ; 

Firit, 

In regard to the aſſurance of a 
Son and a large poſterity, viz, 
After theſe things the word of the 
Lord came unto Abram in a wviſfon, 
that is, in open day a+ org majeſ* 
ty, ſaying \ fear not, Abram : Tam thy 
fhield, 4410 y eercee ding s great reward, 
. 1 1057 am ſuid, Lord God, «vhat 
wilt thou give me, ſeeing Igo Child- 
If, and the ſleward of my houſe is 
this Eliezer of Damaſcus? And 
Abram ſaid, Behold, to me thou haft 
given no ſeed: and lo, one born in 
my houſe is mine heir. And behold, 
the «word of the Lord came unto him, 
ſaying, this ſhall not be thine heir ; 
'but be that ſhall come forth ont of thine 

own bowels ſhall be thine heir, And 
he brought him forth abroad, and 
ſaid, look now toward heaven, and 
tell the flars, if thou be able to num- 
ber them, aud he ſaid unto him, ſo 
hall thy feed be. And he believed in 


the Lord; ; and he counted it to him 


for righteouſneſs. 
Secondly, 
In regard to an inheritance of an 


earthly territory, viz. and he ſaid 


unto him, I am the Lord that br $$ 
thee out of Ur of the Chales, t 
give thee this land to inherit it. 407 
be ſaid, Lord God, whereby Hall 
ind that 1 Ma. inber It 71. = 


_ Thirdly. 


But, as in a Theocracy religi- 
ous matters are ſo intimatelyblended 


with civil conſiderations, and civil 


with religious, that they cannot be 
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ſeparated ; obedience under ſuch a 
government being religion: or in 
plainer terms, as the temporal pro- 
miſes were conceded me rely to an- 
ſwer the purpoſes of the ſM5;rimual ; 
there fore in order to give the patri- 
arch a proper anſwer upon the ſecond 
head, God is as it were OEL1GED to 
acquaint him at the ſame time with 
the general nature and future hiſory 
of the three diſpenſations of Grace, 
viz. the patriarchal, the moſaic, 
and the chriſtian. 


I. Of the Patriarchal. 


And God ſaid unto him, take me an 
heijer of three years old, and a ram 
of three years old, and a turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon. 

This action is evidently enjoin'd 
as a means of conveying informa» 
tion to the actor, concerning ſome- 
thing he had requeſted to know: 
This mode of information by ſigns 
inſtead of words being of common 
practice in thoſe early ages. And 
as the force of the following obſer- 
vations is founded on that antient 
cuſtom, the reader may conſult 
Bp. Warburton's Div, Leg. Vol. 
3. p. 105.—121. concerning the 
origin, progreſs, and various modes 
of perſonal converſe. Where it is 
ſeen, how the convey ing in forma- 
tion, and giving directions to ano- 
ther, by Ugns and actions inſtead 
of words, came to be of general 
practice in the firſt rude ages: and 
how, in compliance therewith, 
God was pleaſed frequently to con- 
verſe with the holy patriarchs and 
prophets, in that very manner. 

In the preſent inſtance; under 
the commanded exhibition of the 
patriarchal religion is given the 

| hiſſory 
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Of an imperious and a daſtard Race : 


Who in their fears thy children's necks ſhall bow 


Beneath a rigorous yoke, their rites profane 464 
And trample on their laws ; their God blaſpheme ; 
Their infants, reeking from the mother's womb, 
Dath on the pitying ſtones. How will they fink 
Beneath the weight of their encreaſing toils! 

How curſe the rifing day, that with it wakes 

The torments of their weary ſouls ! How hate 470 
The cruel realm, and all its tyrant Lords ! 

But when four hundred years have run their courſe, 
And when the fons of this devoted land, 

Deteſted Canaan, have the meaſure fill'd 

Of their iniquity, their impious crimes, 475 
Then will I fend my ſervant Moſes arm'd 
With all the terrors of avenging heaven 

To ſcourge the ÆAgyptians and their monſtrous Gods; 
To fix in Iſrael's heart an awful ſenſe 


Of the eternal Majeſty, who deign'd 480 


With his own arm to ſtrike their fetters off, 
And lead them forth from an ungrateful Land 


201. Recorded in the page.] The with ſuch diviſions, &c. as may 
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our had entitled himſelf to further 
information from heaven upon the 
following heads ; 

Firſt, 

In regard to the aſſurance of a 
Son and a large poſterity, viz, 
After theſe things the word of the 
Lord came unt Abram in a viſion, 
that is, in open day and apparent majeſ 
ty, ſaying, fear not, Abram : Iam thy 
fhield, andi by exceeding 2 great reward, 
a Abritin ſaid, Tord God, «vhat 
wilt thou give me, ſeeing Igo Child- 
leſe, and the fleward of my " houſe 1s 
this Eliezer of Damaſcus? And 
Abram ſaid, Behold, to me thou haſt 
given no ſeed : and lo, one born in 
my howſe is mine heir. And behold, 
the word of the Lord came unto bin, 
ſaying, this ſhall not be thine heir; 
but he that ſhall come forth ont of thine 
ore bowels ſhall be thine heir, Aud 
he brought him forth abroad, and 
faid, look now toward Suden and 
tell the flars, if thou be able to num- 
ber them, aud he ſaid unto him, ſo 
hall thy feed be. And he believed in 
the Lord; and he counted it to him 
for ri ghteouſneſs. 


Secondly, 


In regard to an inheritance of an 
_ earthly territory, viz. and he ſa:d 
unto him, am the Lord that br ought 


thee out of Ur of the Chalaces, to 


give thee this land to inherit it, And | 
be ſaid, Lord God, wh ere Call I 


io that o Fane iuber 1 . 


Thirdly. | 
But, as in a Theocracy religi- 


ous matters are ſo intimatelyblended 


with civil confiderations, and civil 
with religious, that they cannot be 
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ſeparated; ohedience under fuch a 
government being religion: or in 
plainer terms, as the temporal pro- 
miſes were conceded merely to an- 
ſwer the purpoſes of the ſpiritual; 


there fore in order to give the patri- 


arch a proper anſwer upon the ſecond 
head, God is as it were ori ED to 
acquaint him at the ſame time with 
the general nature and future hiſtory 
of the three diſpenſations of Grace, 
viz. the patriarchal, the moſaic, 
and the chriitian, | 


I. Of the Patriarchal. 


And God ſaid unto him, take me an 
beifer of three years old, and a ram 
of three years old, and a turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon. 35 

This action is evidently enjoin'd 
as a means of conveying informa- 
tion to the actor, concerning ſome- 
thing he had requeſted to know : 
This mode of information by ſigns 


_ inſtead ot words being of common 


practice in thoſe early ages. And 
as the force of the following obſer- 
vations is founded on that antient 


cuſtom, the reader may conlult 


Bp. Warburton's Div. Leg. Vol. 

3. p. 105.—121. concerning the 
origin, progreſs, and various modes 
of perſonal converſe. Where it is 
ſeen, how the conveying informa- 
tion, and giving directions to ano- 
ther, by ligns and actions inſtead 


of words: came to be of general 


practice in the firſt rude ages: and 
how, in compliance therewith, 
God was pleaſed frequently to con- 
verſe with the holy patriarchs and 
prophets, in that very manner. 
In the preſent inſtance ; under 
the- commanded exhibition of the 
Feen religion is _ the 
e 
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hiſtory of the Iſraelites, and of the 
people, with wLom thev were to 
have any material traue ions, 
down to the Moſa.c Gilpentation, 
For the cynmand neluding ALL 
the creatures, and the ONLY crea. 
tures, aficrwards made uſe of in the 
law of NI loles, as Corbanim or moſt 
holy offerings, ſuch as were deſigu- 
ed to prefigure the ſatisfaction, 
which Chriſt was one day to make 
to God for mankind; It may be 
reaſonably concluded, that they 
had been inſtituted and ordained 
upon Adam's tranſgreſſion, as obla- 
tions poſſeſſed of a double holineſs 
(being arguments of otcdience 
or oratitude, and types of holy 
things to come); and having been 
all along known and uſed by the 
tons of God, the worthier patri- 
archs, in this ſenſe; they could 
not but be to Abram indiſputable 


rep eſentat ions of the true religion; | 


and the divinecommand concerning 
them multi have been a clear notice 
to him, that he was goit 5 to re- 
ceive Tome information re lating to 
that matter and the ſubjeci imme- 
diately connected with it, viz. the 
terreſtrial promiſes. Accordingly, 

Abrain toes unto him all theſe, and 
divided them in the midſf, and laid 
each piece one azainfi another; where 


by flaughter and ſhedding the blood 


ot beaſts was figured the expiation 
of fin; which could not be effected 
but by death and effuſion of blood: 
But the Birds divided he not; 
Which little circumſtance in par- 
ticular, coinciding fo exactly with 
the practice afterwards ordained in 


Leviticus, i. 17. leaves not a doubt 


upon the mind, but that Religion 
Fas ignited under theſe ret: 


And as an additional argument in 
favor of this notion, the birds arc 
atterwarcs comprehended with the 
reit under the general name of 
carcaſcs x from whence it 1s plain 
he muſt, bke the Moſaic prieſt, 
hae «vrung off their beads, and 
cloven them, with the avings thereof, 
but not quite aſunter, Lev. i 1. 17. 
And <whea the funuls came down upon 
the carcaſes, Abram drove them 
away. 

By which action he was inform- 
ed, that he himſelf, and his deſ- 
cendants, muſt uſe their utmolt 
diligence to preſerve their religion 


holy and undefiled, free from any 


commixture of paganiſm ; and 


exert their utmoſt efforts to pro- 


tect it from violence and intruſion: 


And that upon doing their utmoll 


upon ſuch principles, they, like 
him, ſhould be enabled to drive 
away annoyance from that quar- 
ter. For that neither the fowls, 
nor any other inimical emblems 
of Idolatry, ſhould ever deprive 


them of that ſacred Depoſit ; that 


whatever elſe might betide them, 


however oppreſſed they might be 
in other reſpects, their Religion at 


leaſt ſnould eſcape unhurt and en- 
tire. 


poſes of his call. 


The next ſtep was to ſilence his 


importunity, and to prevent any 
unreaſonable expectations which 
He or his Poſterity might enter- 


tain, of acquiring an immediate 
ſovereignty over the land, by ac- 
_ quainting him in expreſs terms 
with what would be their political 
condition | 


Such were the aſſurances he 
ſcems to have received in this part 
of the proceſs concerning the pur- 


th, 


al 
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condition for a few centuries to 
come; to this end, every thing 
hitherto having been tranſacted in 
open viſion, face to face, 

When the ſun was going down, a 
deep ſleep fell upon Abram ; and, 
lo, a horror of great darkneſs fell 
7/01 him. And God ſaid to Abram, 


know of a ſurety, that thy ſed, 


(left by continuing upon this land 
they ſhould forſake their oven pe- 
culiarities, and contract the mati- 
ners and principles of this people) 


ſhall be ftrangers in a land that 7s 


not theirs: a land, whoſe peoplc 
receiving thine with eve wy teſti- 
mony ot joy and gratitude (but 

nolding their profeſſion | in 9 
rence). ſhall place thy ſeed by 
themſelves, in a diſtrict abound. 

ing with p: aſturage and every thing 
elſe, that can conduce to the mul- 
tiplication and convenience of an 
infant colony: but after a while, 

another generation will rite up; 
which, knowing not perſonally the 
benefits thy ſeed were the means 
of procuring to their lands, and 
afraid of their encreaſing numbers 
and power, hall (to wenn my 
people from too great an attach- 
ment to ſuch dangerous, becauſe 
:dolatrous ſuperiors) bring them into 
bondage, and all g Hic them four 
hundre ed years, On the other hand, 

to make that nation glad to get rid 
ot you; to render them without 
excuſe for continuing in the wor— 
{ip of idols; and to ſhew to my 


own people, that Jam their King | 


as well as God; hat nation, 4 vhom 
they fhall ferve, aul! T judze; and 
alterward {hall they come out with 
great Jubſt. 7HCee- | 
This event however, thou ſhalt 
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not live to ſee ; thou ſhalt not be 
engaged in ſuch turm«ls ; buc 
long before that time, Valt go 10 
thy fathers in peace; an w be br uried 
711 4 wood old age. For not until 
the fourth generation ſhail they come 
hither again; the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet. full. At the 
expiration of four hundred years 
they will have added incorrigible 
impenitence to ſuch monſtrous 
crimes, as would, if general, be 
abſolutely deſtructive of human 
nature.--See Script. Hiſt. of Abra- 
ham, P. 52. 

II. Or the Moſaic and Chriſtians 

The Almighty having thus I: id 
before Abram, he f fortunes o his 
polterity to the time of their re- 
dempt ion from Egyptian flavery 3 
and in the preceding procets ſigni- 
fied his Approbation. of the patri⸗ 
archal mode of worſhip, and re- 
commended the protection. of it, 
until that period: Now proceeds 
to give him intormation by ſeencyy 
of the changes, that would take 
place after the Exode in the forms 
and ſtate of religion, and ol con- 
ſequence (from the nature of theo- 
Cratical g government) in the condi- 
tion of his poſterity. 

Tor it came to paſs, A. gen 
the ſun event down, gud. it s 
dar, behold a SMOKING FUR=- 
NACE,. and A BURNING. LAMP, 
that paſied between thoſe pieces 
The former paſſing as the 1epre - 
{entative of the Mofaic, the lat- 
ter of the Chriikian 1 on. 
Exod. xix, 18. (4nd mount &i 
7015 At fogetier O71 Q 1 e, 2 canje 
the [ 70 deſcended nhon it in + 9 3 
and the ſmoke thereof cſrended as 
the sNMoKH Or A FURNACE} may 


* 
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ſerve for an illuſtration, if not 
confirmation, of the firſt conjce— 
ture: and there ſeems to be no 
great violence uſed in contending 
tor the reſemblance between THz 
EURNING Lame that paſſed be- 
trveen thoſe pieces, aud, TRE STAR 
which the cviſt mea ſaw in the caſt, 
going before em „ell it came and 
food over aubere the young  cvild 
2825, Matth. XXIX. But without 
obſerving, that THE SMOKING 
FURNACE and BURNING Lame 
are very apt emblems ot the things 
here ſaid to be repreſented by 
them; it is 1mpcthble to ſuppole 
that Abram, wao was particularly 


ſet apart for the miniſtration ot 


lalvation, who was made acquaint- 


ed with the condition of his chil= 


dren for many centuries to come, 
with their bondage, with their re- 
demption from thence ; and, who 
betete his death was without doubt 
permitted to fee the DAY OF THE 
GosPEL (John viii. 56); ſhould 
not likewiſe be permitted to fee 
the INTERVENING DAY OF THE 
LAww. And it he was permit- 


ted to ſce the Moſaic day; then 


there is no other part of Scrip- 
ture, that ſeems to bear any 
kind of reference to ſuch an ex- 
hibition, but this: and here like- 
wile it comes in its proper place, 
viz. Juſt before his more intimate 
connexion with Hagar, the perſon 
confeſſedly repreſenting g the cERE·F 
MONIAL LAW : not 0 mention, 
that ſome intimation of the ſucceſ- 


ſien of the Moſaic and Chriſtian. 


diſpenſations, with their attendant 
circumſtances, was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to complete the body of 
info mation evidently intended to 
be given in a general way in the 


courſe of this chapter. And what 
emblems could poſſibly be found 
out more cxpreſhive or ſigmificant 
of their ſubſtances ; than the two 
made uſe of upon this occaſion ? 
For thereby the Patriarch appears 
to have been given to underitarid, 
in a very appolite and ſtriking 
manner, that the next diſpenfa. 
tion, the Moſaic, would be attend. 
ed with much glcomineſs and ob- 
ſcurity; and though poſſeſſed of 
an INTENSE DEGREE Of VITAL 
ur Ar, yet that that heat would be 
envcloped with ſuch clouds of 
mytlery, as not to be viſible to 
common eyes, but by its ſmoke 
and duration, Notwithſtanding 


which, it would be a moſt apt 


reſemblance or ſhadow of #5206 
things to come: for that at ſome 
indefinite time, this day of dark. 
neſs and obſcurity would be ſuc- 
ceeded. by a BURNING and 3 
SHINING LIGHT ;- that the third 


change would lain a clearneſs 


and ſplendor, which-would rende: 
any further alteration unnecellary ; 
that the beams iſſuing from 11 
Lamy, the Sun of Righteouſnets 
could receive no addition to their 
glorious brightneſs. 

And that the revealed diſpenia- 
tions of God were not, would 
not be, independent religions but 


one regular ſyſtem, conſiſting of 


parts arifing from and neceſlatily 
onnected with one another: with 


the difference only of being adapt- 
ed each to the circumſtances of the 


times, for which they were con- 
ſtructed: That the SMOKING 
Fux NAC would put an end to 
the PATRIARCHAL (that is, the 
religion of fimple ſacrifice) ; and 
the BURNING Lamp would pro- 

trude 
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trude and ſuperſede the cEREM O“ 
NIAL LAW. | 


Fourthly, 
The following verſes (viz. 


In the ſame day the Lord inade a 
mw enant æuith Abram, ſaying, unto 
y ſeed have Ts cen this land, from 
the river of E ny unto the great 
river - © ups rates; the Kenites and 
the Kenizzites, and the Radmonites, 
and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Repha'ms, and the Febuſites} 
being connected with verſe 7. 
J am the Lord that brought thee 
oct af, Ur of the Chaldees, to give 
22 7 is land to 1% her it tt) 3 by the 
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words, in the SAME DAY; and 
yet disſoined from it by the inter- 
vention of ten verſes; and more- 
over annexcd to the conclufion of 
the ſcenery, as 1t were by the 
bye; may not only without vio= 
lence, but great propriety, be con- 
ceived to have reference to the 
important times of David and So- 
lomon, as they appear in 1 Chron. 
xviii. rather than to thoſe of 
Joſhua, &c. After peruſal of the 
toregoiug comment, the reader, 
it is prefumed, will have no diffi- 
culty in allowing the uſe, he will 
hereafter find, made Of its con- 
cluſions, 


4 1 1 e PASS, 1 SHI Fee 
1 lie nd OF lie a {34} Baok.; 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


A particular enumeration of the principal events, 
which took place amongſt the Iſraelites during 
the Legation of Moſes; that is, from the time of 

their redemption from Egyptian Slavery to their 
appearance in full force of war on the eaſtern 


banks of Jordan: and a ſummary view of their 


hiſtory from that period down to the Babylonian | 


Captivity, 


of 
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HES MOT I NGO TUN NACE. 


S one attending to the liquid notes 
Of Philomela, ſoothing the pleas'd ear 
Of gentle Ev'n, ſtill hears, or ſeems to hear, 


The dying falls, or liſt'ning {till expects 


What time ſhe will reſume th' enchanting lay; 5 
So ſtood the Patriarch wrapt in d-epeſt mule 
And earneſt expectation: nor percciv'd, 


That darkneſs as a pa all had the drear place 


Fourfold inveſted ; till bencath his feet 
The ſolid mountain rocking to and fro, 10 


And the foul air breathing contagious vapour, 
Oppreſs'd his ſhivering frame with ſwooning damps: 
_ Whilſt the fierce tranſports and tumultuous ſhouts 
*Y 01 


13. Fierce tranſports, Sc.] Exod, XXXII. 6, 
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Of trantic Myriads, drunken with exceſs, 

Or in the act of ſhame and foul revoir, 1 5 
Whilſt horrible combuſtion, ſhricks of woe, 
Conflicting clements, and thunders loud, 

Alarm'd his ſtricken ears. Then forc amazed 

The holy Patriarch ſmote his anxious breaſt, 
Uprais'd his hands to Heaven, and pray'd aloud, 20 
God of my fithers, Lord of heaven and carth, 


What mean theſe Tokens of uncommon wrath ? 


And who ſhall live, when theſe things come to pals ? 
? P 


The Hurley ceas'd, and preſently, behold ! 


15 
Piercing the dread Obſcure a mighty Bulk 2 


21 


Of flame, envelop'd with tremendous clouds 
Of rolling ſmoke, advanc'd before his eyes; 
And, as it paſs'd with flow majeſtic march 
Between the pieces of the holy Beaſts, 

The duſky volumes, ever and anon 


38 
CO 


Dividing ſheer, diſcover'd to his view 
An Angel where he ſtood pavilion'd round 
With darkneſs, and thick clouds, and enftipns dire 


Of anger and controul : Above lim ſhone 


A Rainbow gliſtuing with ten thouſand tints 


18. 9899 of eve, Sc.] Exod. XXX. I'D, 28, 
29. Betrveen the pieces.] Gen. XV. 17. 
35. 4 Rain5orv.} Is an emblem of mercy after ſeverity. 


35 
Ot 
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Of dye celeſtial ; on his head he wore 


T1 


A full wrought Mitre; upon which aroſe 


In awful majeſty an holy Crown, 

On whoſe reſplendent CinAure was emboſs'd, 

In characters of living adamant, 40 
 Horingss To THE Lord. His glorious Robe, 

Deſcending graceful from his ſnow-white neck 

Upon the high-wrouglit pavement, at his feet 

In many a mazy fold lay flowing large. 


114 


Ilis Left Hand held conſpicuous to the view 


M4 
wy 


Two adamantine Tables, work divine; 
On which recorded were the Great Commands 
Of the Everlaſting Lad His Right Hand oraſp'd 


A mighty Sword; which, pointing to a book 


21 


Encircled with a chain of iron hue, 
Coruſcant darted heart-confounding flames. 51 
And further backward, through an azure Veil, 


— 
CO 


Tranſparent, thin, whoſe top was hid in clouds, 
Might well be ſeen an Altar rais'd on high 

By twelve unſculptur'd pillars ; Where-upon 

Lay, as it had been flain, a Lamb, enfhrin'd 56 
In light unſpeakable and full of glory. 


; 
0: i = 0 The 


37. Upon «vhich arofe.] Exod. 46. Tables.] Exod. XXXI. 18. 
XXIX. 6, and XXXIX. 31, and XXXII. 15, 16. 
TY 3 2 ven 48. Everlaſting law) Deut. V. 
41. Holineſs, c.] Ex. XXVII. and X. 4. l 


39, and XXIX. 20, 56. A lamb, Ec. Rev. V. 6. 


The gay Ligure appear'd, and clouded Apate, 
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The patriarch ſaw and wonder'd, when behold ! 
A Voice, as of a Lion roaring main, 59 
Said, —hither come, and I will ſhew thee Things 
Which ſhall hereafter be.— The thunders ceas'd, 
And the dividing clouds plac'd him in front 
Of the celeſtial Viſion : On whole breaſt, 

All glorious to behold, he ſaw a Plate 
Four {quare ; inlaid with rows of precious gems 


Far brighter than Golconda, or the Eaſt 66 


Rich in pelluced treaſures, ever gave 

To mingle dalliance with the gorgeous Sun. 
The glorious Rows were four; and to compare 
Things heavenly with things on earth, the firſt 
A Sardius contain'd, a Topaz, and the ſtone 
Of old call'd Anthrax; In the ſecond ſhone, 
The Cambay Emerald, and the Sapphire blue, 
And th' Gem, all gems excelling ; In the third 


— 
2 


81 


And purple Amethyſt; and in the laſt 

The ſca-grcen Beryl, Onyx zoned with white, 
And variegated Jaſper ; All inouch'd 

In burnifh'd gold; diſtinctly wrought, and large. 


But who may tell the Patriarch as he ſtood 80 
(The radiant gems enrivetting his gaze) 


When 
71. A Sardins, Sc. Sc.] Exod, XXVIII. 17-20. 8 


e 


— 


4 


_ 
b; 


NN 


| Reuben, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, 
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When firſt he recogniz'd o'th' top of each 

The names of thoſe twelve Chiefs engraven, Whom 
In Machpclah's ſepulchral cave he'd ſeen 
Around departed Iſrael's trophy'd grave; 8 5 
Zebulon, Iflachar, and Dan, and Gad, 

Aſher, and Naphthali, and Joſeph's ſons, 

And Benjamin! But how were all his powers 

Of wonder rats d, with deep attention fix'd, 99 
When through the pores of the tranflucent gems 
He ſaw the fortunes of the Sons pourtray'd 

Beneath the naines of their reſpective Sires ! 


Aſtoniſhment, and wrath, and fear, by turns 
Diſtracted his torn ſoul, as he beheld 95 
Through the long tract of thirteen hundred years 
The ſtubborn blindneſs and tl encreaſing guilt 
Of his rebellious Race. But when he ſaw 
The holy Temple built by David's fon, 

The houſe of him, Jehova, God, who erſt 100 


Had deigu'd in awful majeſty to fill 


The 


83. The names, &.] Exodus ob. Thirtcea hundred years.) This 
XXVIII. 21, :20, and XXXIX. viſion took place AA C. 1913. 
14. | | The defiruchon of Jeruſalem, &Cc., 
| 92. The fortunes.] See the va- 7 Kings, XXV. 9, 10. in the time 
rious ifſertarions upon; the OraCu- of ot ah, . 05 hp ty 1 800 


mim, . Exod. XXVIII. 30 bein as 13253 „cars.“ 
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The ſplendid Fabric with his glorious Cloud, 

The fron of hoſtile flames; When he beheld 

Jeruſalem laid low, her houſes burnt, 

Her palaces deſtroy'd, her high redoubts 105 

And ſtrong munitions levelPd with the ground; 

And through her ſtreets the Troops of pagan Ur 

Spreading wild havock and deſtruction wide; 

Sparing nor age nor lex, till Slaughter, drunk 

With blood, perforce deſiſted from her work; 110 

When he, aghait, perceiv'd the fainting Tribes, 

The poor remains, the laſt ſurviving feve 

Of all her wretched Sons, bee in bonds, 

By Babylon's proud ſtreams, alas! too late 
Lamenting their n and with tears 115 

Calong Al W but a hopcleſs look 

Tow'rd deiolated Jewry ; His full heart 

Had burſt; But, turning ſuddenly afide 

From the afflicting fight, he hid his face 

Within his mantle's folds, and gave free courſe 

To ſympathizing tears : And there had ftood 121 

A living Monument of grict, and ſhame, 

And meer deipair tor ever ; had not zeal, 

Had not the kindlings of a parent's love, 

Had not his credence in the God of truth, 125 

Againſt all hope arous'd him thus to hope, 


102. Glorious cloua.; 1 Kings, VIII. 11. 


Oppreſs'd : 


LY ß edt gd Fe 
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0 


Oppreſs'd with grief and overwhelm'd with ſhame, 
I dare not lift my eyes up to the throne 
Of gracious Mercy, or forgiveneſs alk 


Of their foul crimes, for They are moſt rebellious. 


— 1 


But thou, O God, art true, art juſt, art good. 131 
24 


In token of the Covenant Thou brought 11 
This people Iſrael, my untovard race, 
With arm outitretch'd and unremitted care 
From Zoan's cruel tyranny; Thou turn'd'ſt 1: 


32 
1 


Th' o'erfiowing waters of ill- fated Ham 
To Peſtilential blood; and on his fields, 
His habitations, temp les, cattle, men, 
Pouredſt en the direſt of thy plagues - 


Thou fmoti'{t bis firſt born; and his! houte 'S Hl d'it 


© *4 


With lamentations and unceaſing groans: 141 
Nor didſt Thou let thine indignation fleep 
"Til wounds, deſtri uction, woe unhe cap 'd on woe 
Compell' d ti” obdurate Tyrant's impious heart 
To own thy Name, and to allow the claims 145 
And high commiſſion of thy Amram's ſons. 
Then did'ſt Thou lead thy choſen people, rich 
In numerous flocks, in gold, and borrow'd ſpoils, 
(Their enemies entreating their ava unt) 


Fron! 


135. From Zoan's, Sc.] THe Egy pt ſo called in various parts of 
d REDEMPTION FROM EGYPTIAN Seripture, fignifies the Sun. 
SLAVERY, AAC. 1491. Loan, 
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From Rameſes to Zephon on the ſhores I 50 

Of th' Elanitic gulph : And by the rod 

And arm of Moles o'er the waters ſtretch'd 

Did'ſt there aſunder drive th' affrighted waves 

And mad'ſt the billows by the mighty blaſt 

Of thy diſpleaſure riſe in heaps upright, 155 

Till the foundations of the Deep appear'd, 

Till on dry ground thy children lately paſs'd 

Before perfidious Pharaolt's vaunting hoſt: [ files 

Whoſe horſe, whole chariots, aud whoſe harneſs'd 

Preſs'd ſore upon their rear. But the next morn 

Iſrael encamp'd on the Arabian ſhores 161 

Saw the Red Sca with high wrought ſurges foam, 

And all his turbid face and coaſts o' erſpread 

With wreck of chariots, and Egyptian horſe 164 

Or dead, or plunging through the ſurf-driven heaps 

Of their dead maſters. Yet had ſcarce their gaze 
Or ſongs of triumph ceas'd, before this Hoſt, 

This fair Array, diffolv'd in uproar wild, 

Were here their Leader curling, there their God: 


Although before them went ſublime in air, 170 
A cloud 

155. Heaps 1b. ight.] Exodus CULAR PROVIDENCE, AND THE 
XV. $; ES ___ DIvixE LEGation OF Mosts 
167. Of triamph.] Exod. XV. QUESTIONED; AND CONFIRM D 
„ / nt. BY NEW MIRACLES. Exod, XV. 


. 5 = 25. and XVI. 1—36, and XVII. 
169. Curſng.] Tis PARTI- 17. AAC. 1491. 
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A cloud by day, a pillar of fire by night, 

Thy veil'd Effulgence, everlaſting King, 

The glorious Banner of their marſhall'd Ranks; 

Though thou didſt feed them with angelic food, 
Which daily fell like the ſweet dew of heav'n 

The gift and pledge of thy peculiar care, 176 

Who with thy wings didſt cover them by day 

From ſcorching heat, and with a fleepleſs eye 

Didſt watch o'er them by night; tho' Horeb's rock 

Guſh'd out with water at thy high command 180 

Amidſt the burning Waſte! 

And when Thou deign'd'ſt, 

In Iightnings and loud thunders and thick clouds, 

With ſound of trumpets by archangels blown, 

On Sinai's holy mount deſcend, and make 


That other Covenant, confirm'd by blood 185 


Of bulls and goats, between the wavering Tribes 


And Thee, their temporal Sovereign; And renew 


The ſolemn League with their Forefatner made; 
I ſaw them proſtrate on the trembling ground 


Swearing true fealty. But ere the Earth 190 
Was Ain, or the dread üght ning's glare had ceas'd 
2 2 Co To 


7171. Pillar, Sc.] Exod, XIII. 185. That other Covenant? 


21, 22, | Tak Law FROM MOUNT SINA1L, 
Exod, XXIV. 8, AAC. 1391. 
be, Lightning's, &c.] Exod. 799. Swearing, Se.] Exec. 
XIX. 16, 19. + XXIV. 7. "81 
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To flaſh conviction on their wayward minds, 
Midſt of the camp before a golden Calf 

Appear'd an Altar with burut offerings crown'd ; 
And round it all the contumelious Rout 195 
Dancing amain, and mad with frantic zeal ! 

And though the Angel, Guardian of the Law, 
Deſcending wrathful from the heavenly Hoſt 
Which capt the blazing ſummit, and the ſky 
Intrenching furious with a flaming ſword, 200 
Hover'd majeſtic o'er thy Moſes' head, 

And from his ſtation with the thunder's voice 
Commanded him, t' advance and bid the ſons 

Of Levi, headed by their tribal Chief, 

Exact the fœderal bond upon the lives 20 
Of thoſe rebellious : Though ere long thy Fire 
Pierc'd the preſumptuous hearts of Aaron's ſons 
For daring to profane thy holy Courts 

With ſtrange, forbidden incenſe, fire impure; 


5 


And Nadab and Abihu paid the debt 210 
Due to thy vengcance: Vet of their foul Luſts 
And 


193. Golden Calf.) Tas sI. 199. Blazing Summit.) Exo. 
RITUAL PROMISES, OR THE XXIV, 17, 


 ABRAHAMIC AND Mosalc Co- 206. Thy fire.) Tar rr 
VENANTS RENOUNCED. Exod. 


LAW INVADED. Levit. X. I. AND 
XXXII. 1—6. AND vinDI- V . | 
Lab RAY XXII. 28, 55. INDICATED, Levit, X. 2. AAC. 


1490. 
AAS» HOT 211. Zet of their foul ſts, Sc.] 
197. The Angel.] Exod. XXXII. Tus PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE 
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AGAIN 
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And thy dread wrath Kibroth Hattaavah bears 
Tremendous witneſs. There their Proudeſt died, 
And there the ſhields of all their Choſen Men 
Were vilely caſt upon inglorious graves. — 415 

Still they rebell'd; and e'en their Pontiff dared, 
With his prophetic Siſter, ſtand aloof, 
And ncar the walls of pine-clad Hazeroth 
De ance bid to thy meek Servant's rule: 
Till fouleſt Leproſy, the ſcourge of heaven, 220 
Expos'd his enemies to open ſhame. 

Vet for all this they ſinn'd, and ſoon forgat, 
Or, faithleſs, truſted not thy wond'rous works: 
For, ere the Moon had gone her third career, 
At Kadeſh they refus'd with ſtubborn hearts 225 
And obſtinate diſdain to ſeek the Land, 
The glorious Lot of their inheritance. 
Then did'ſt thou ſwear in thine exalted wrath, 
Their carcaſes ſhould feed the region kites, 

. = Se And 


AGAIN QUESTIONED, PROVED, 225. Kadh.] Num. XIII. 26. 


F AND YINDICATED. Num. XI. the firit arrival there. 


18-23, AAC- 1499». - 226, Diſdain to ſtel.] Tur TER 
212. MKibroth Hattaavah, ]— RESTRIAL PROMISES REJECTED. 


Graves a Nom. XIV. 4, 10. AAC. 1490. 


216. Their Pont: dared, Sc.] 3 
THE SOVEREIGN eee By n 227. Glorious lot.] Deut. VIII. 


PARAMOUNT AUTHORITY oF 19 


Mosts, As SUPERIOR TO THAT 220. Should feed.] THz REJECs 


of Aaron AN D MiRIAM, QUEs- TION OF THE TERRESTRIAL 


TIONED, AND ASSERTED. Num. PROMISES PUNISHED, Num. XIV. 
XII. 2, 8, 10. AAC. 1490. $35 $0. 
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And none of thoſe, who harneſs'd ſtood for war, 
Should ſce the glories of that goodly Land, 237 
Save only Caleb, and the fon of Nun: 

That They, and only they, ſhould live to guide 
The Little ones to empire and to reſt, 

Thou brought'ſt not inſtant ruin on their heads, 
Put mad'ſt them fice from an inſulting foe; 236 
And drov'ſt them back with an incenſed hand 
To prowl at large amidſt th' Arabian wilds, 

The mock of Amalek and Canaan's ſcorn, 

For forty years : For every Day the ſpies, 240 
Unfaithful meflengers, in ſearching ſpent 

That plenteous land, a long and tedious Year, 

But they revolt again: No terrors awe, 

No mercies teach them, and no time corrects. 


The very Earth, indignant of their pride 245 


And ſacrilegious fury, opens wide 
Her fearful mouth, and with her vaſty jaws 
: At 


232 Save only.] Num. XIV. 2456. Their pride.] THE PARA- 
30, 38. MOUNT AUTHORITY OF MosEs 


(WHO WAS OF THE TRIBE OF LEVI) 
234- The little na] Tur ER. pisrorkd nr TRE bin dn 


Num. XIV. 31. Num. XVI. 1, 3, 13. AND THE 


236. ani foe.) Num. XIV. RESTRICTION OF THE PRIEST= 
BOOD To THE HOUSE OF AARON, 


45. 1 DISPUTED BY KoRAH, SON OF 
237. Drov' them back. Num, IZHAR, THE YOUNGER BROTHER 
ILY: 256-33; Of AARON. Num. XVI. 1, 3, 10. 


238. Arabian wilds.) Num. BOTH VINDICATED. Num. XVI. 


| Nr zs 28, 29, 325 35, 49. ARG. 1471. 
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At thy command devours th' ambitious Sons 
Of Levi and of Reuben; wie had dared 


Diſpute His gentle rule and ſage awards, 250 


Whom not in viſions or in drein;s thou tauglit'ſt 


Or doubcful parables, but face to face, 


In form apparent, in diſcourſe at large. 
Abiram and fierce Dathan, Reuben's tons, 


With all their proud Contederates alive 255 


Heaglong deſcend intò the horrid rift, 


Which inſtant clos'd upon their hopcleſs ſouls ; 
Whilſt thy thought executing fires inflict. 

Utter deſtruction, exemplary death, 

On Izhar's ſon, and his Levitic train. 260 


Thus didſt thou puniſh their enormous crimes, 


Their days con ſume in vanity, their years 
In trouble, *till thou brought'ſt them to the top 
Of Piſgah, winch the foreſt overlooks 


250. Gentle rule, Sc.] Num, 
XVI. Zo | 


251, Not in viſions, Sc.] Num. 
XII. 7, 8. 


257. Cloſed.] Num. XVI. 33. 
Deut. XI. 6. 


260. Izhar's ſon. ] Korah. 


260, Levitic train.] Num. XVI. 
39+ = 


Of 


261. Thus didſi thou.] TRE 
BACRWARDNESS oF Moszs to 
ſtrike the rock in Radeſhs Num. 
XX. 6. AAC. 1453. which hap- 
pened about this time, AND THE 
OATH OF Gop conſequent there- 


upon. Num. XX. 12, which ſhould 


in due -couiſe have been noticed 
here, are adverted to aſterwards: 


as likewiſe the circumſtances of 


THE BRAZEN SERPENT. Num. 


XXI. 4—9. AAC. 1452. 


x 
þ, 
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Of Jeſhimon, and all the wide domain 26 
Of Sihon, King of Amor's churliſh ſons. 


5 


Him didſt thou give into thy children's hands; 
And Og, the King of Baſan's towering hills. 

In all their villages, from Arnon's ſtreams 

To Ammon's bounds, mount Gilead, and beyond 
The ſable tents of Kedar, Iſrael reign'd 271 


An Hoſt invincible. 


This Moab ſaw 


With grief and fear. When Moſes therefore pitch'd 
His careleſs tents along the cultur'd banks 

Of Jordan's ſpreading tide, then Zippor's ſon, 275 
Great Balak ſtood aloof ; yet dared not . 
Unequal conflict with the conquering Tribes: 

But from the mountains of the Eaſt allured 

With royal gifts a far-fam'd Prophet, ſbill'd 


In all the arts of necromantic lore, 280 


265. Of Jeſbimon.] The wil- 
derneſs. Num. XXI. 20. Joh. 


XIII. 17—21. | 
2566. NF Sihon.] Num. XXI. 


24—26. 


268. Baſar s towering bills) 


Num. XXI. 335 35 


269. Arnou' 5 Aram. Num. 
XXI. 13. 


270. Moxnt Gilad. ] Deut. II. 
26, 


Thy 


271. Kedar.] within the region 


of Argob. Deut. III. 4. 


373. With grief.) Num. XxXII. 


2, 3. 


274. 8 pe Banks. ] Non. 
XXII. 


275+ * 5 ſon. ] es —ip— 


peor : es—Iph—phi—or, 


270. Dared not try.] Num. 
XX11. 5. 


279. Far . Prophet: ] N um. 
XX11. 4, Zo | 
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Thy Children to ſeduce from thee, their God. 


In vain the ſmoke from ſev'n High Altars roſe 
In undulating columns to the Hoſt 


281. Thy children to ſeduce.) 
Tak RE-COMMENCEMENT AND 
PUNISHMENT OF APOSTACY,— 
Num. XXV. 1—5. AAC. 1452. 
— During their abode in the wil- 
derneſs, the Iſraelites had upon 
one occaſion or other diſputed the 
authority of every material part 
of the Mofaic inſtitutions, which 
had been as conſtantly vindicated 
by the hand of heaven. In this 
interval they had had no communi- 
cation with other nations, of con- 
ſequence they could not apoſtatize. 
But their fituation in that reſpect 
was now changed : And the prin- 
cipal inſtances of Tdolatry, to 
which they would be expoled in 
their new habitations, and the im- 
mediate puniſnment, that would 
be inflicted upon them by the fame 
hand, on any declenſion thereto, 
are exemplified in the various at- 


tempts of Balaam to ſeduce them 


from the ſtrict obſervance of their 
own laws, and by the tatal events 
conſequent thereupon. 

The obligation, which the Iſ- 


raelites were known to be under, 
of deſtroying the Gods of the Ca- 


naanitess Num. XXXIII. go. 
80. Deut. VII. 1—5. and con- 
firmed by their behaviour to Arad 
and his people. Num. XXI. a, 
3» Might put the neighbouring 
kings upon the device ut any and 
every expedient deem'd capable of 
cirerting them from ſuch a purpoſe, 


49. line 283, . 


Of 


The children of Ifrael had not 
hitherto moleſted the Moabites, 
nor had intended ſo to do. Deut. 
II. 9. as is evident alſo from Ba- 
lak's finding himſelf at liberty to 
ſacrifice upon three difterent High 
Places, already within the con- 
queſts and juriſdiction of Iſracl. 
Deut. IV. 46. | 

The procedure of Balak there- 
fore was perfidious ; but it pro- 
miſed great things, and was there- 


fore thought worth the trouble and 


hazard. For, if it ſucceeded, it 


would render the Iſraelites alto- 


gether obnoxious to the vengeance 
of their own God, or it would con- 
ciliate their religious prejudices, 
and break, if not annthilate, the 
force of their before- mentioned 
obligation. 

The King therefore, with great 
anxiety and ſolicitation, ſends for 
and orders the foreign Pricit to 
begin with addrefles, 

I. To their purer, imagination 
and Chaldaic partialities, by the 
celebration of tne Aſſyrian wor- 
ſhip, viz. of the Baalim or hea- 
venly Bodies. Num, XXII. 41, 
line 283, &c. 975 

II. Then to their love of 
ſcenery and enigma, or to theit 


later prejudices, by the exhibition 


of the Egyptian Myſteries before 
the Hieroglyphic of a Serpent. 
Num. XXIII. 14. Deut. IV. 
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Of heaven, the Creatures of thy hands; 
Thy Children heeded not the gorgeous pomp; 285 


They knew it lying vanity, 


In vain 


Did Balak rage, in vain the Prophet changed 


His divinations, and in Zophim's 


Helas 


On Piſgah's lofty top the Serpent raiſed, 

And at his ſubtle and myſterious thrine 290 
No pageantry neglected, no device, 

That to remembrance might their fondneſs bring 
For Egypt, or allure ther to partake 


In all its kindred rites 


: For ſtill the wounds, 


Or cures were freſh, ſince they had wond'ring ſeen 
The Splendors of a Serpent Greater far. 296 


III. And both the former 
attempts failing, then to make an 
eſſay upon their appetites and pat- 
ſions by the diſplay of the Ca- 
naanitith ſacrifices, before ſimi- 


litudes or graven images referring 


to certain ſuppoſed analogous and 
independent Denttes, Num. XXIII. 
28. Deut. XXIX. 19. hne-308, 


&c. 


The laſt produces the deſired ef- 
fe. Num. KAV. :, 3. An 
effect ſo treaſonable and fatal, that 
it is puniſh'd by the utter deſtrue— 
tion both of Moab and Midian, 
and the de.ith of Balaam, viz the 
ſeveral authors of it. Num. XXXI. 


2, 5, 16, as well as of four and 
riventy thouſand of the ſeduced. 


Num. XXV. Qs 


Z—opli-im : 


AAC. 1452, 


The 


288. Zophim's Fields. Zophim: 
Es-oph-im. The 
ſerpent ſprings. 
14. Deut. IV. 49. 

299. The ſpleadors, Sc.] John 
III. 14, 15s * 1 Cor. X. 9. 
Num. XXI. 5—9. 

The ele in Journ ing. fron 
mount Hor by the way of the Red 
Sea, to compaſs the Land of Edom, 
were again bitterly QUESTIONING 
THE PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE, 
and as 4 puniſhment e Lord ſent 


fiery ſerpents among the people, aud 


they bit the people ; and many died, 
Cn their repentance, the Lord ſais 
wito Moſes, make thee a fiery ſerpent, 


_ aud ſet it fon a pole ; and it ſhail 


come to paſs, that every one that ts 
bitten, <when he tooketh' upon i, ſhail 
live. 


Num. XXIII. 
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BY live, And Moſes made a ſerpent of 
55 braſs, and put it upon a pole, aud it 7. 
came to paſs, that if a ſerpent had 
= Gitten any man, when he beheld the 


; ö | ſerpent of braſs, he lived. 
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The Prophet baffled, own'd thy Iſrael's claims, 

And, in the fulneſs of his knowledge, bleſs'd 

The glorious people by Jehovah led. 

But the ſtern King with ditappointment ſtung 

The gods of Aram and of Agypt curs'd, 

Broke down their Altars, all their Rites defiled, 

And gave their weak Enchantments to the wind. 
Then by the Soothſayers corrupt advice 

Reſorted ſtrait to the delicious heights 

Of his paternal Gods ; in whoſe retreats 

And ſecret windings Moab's daughters dwell 

The Prieſtefles of Peor, Idol foul, 

Myſterious Emblem of creative power. 

There at the Full of each returning Moon 

They make the woodlands and the vallics ring 


301 


3035 


310 


With the thrill echoing of their frantic cries 
. Amidſt the joys of feaſting and of dance; 

3 Or with the muſic of their ſong allure 

E Unhappy converts to their ſhameleſs God 

V And his nefarious orgies. 

. Peor's dread offspring, Balak, gave command 


314 


Thither come, 


A a To 


tains of the eaſt, Num. XXIII. 
304. Corrupt advice.] Numb. 


XXXI. 16. . 


306. Paternal Gods. ] Numb. 


301. Aram. ] Out of the moun- XXIII. 28. 
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To celehrgte the Fa with ſeven- fold Pomp. 
TH Aflyrian, tempted by dire thirſt of gain 


Aud Work ambition, 0d before the fires, 


50 
10 
O 


Wich from teven Altars of enormous fize 
Aroſe; but dared not for Enchantments ſeek : 
His ſoul was ſtricken with a ſudden dread, 

And rued the counſels, which his cunning gave; 


When Ile, O Iiracl, heard the words of God, 32; 


And ſaw in heav'n-wrought trance thy loyal Sons 
(As herds and flocks among the meadows ſpread 
Where ſome imperial river diſembogues 
His waves, and long refuſes to agnize 

Old Ocean's way) extended to the bounds 
Of the everlaſting Hills, and to the floods 

Of the Great Sea: But others,  perjur'd Souls, 
With wanton ſtrides, and ſacrilegious ſtealth, 
_ treachero us ſpirit, advancing to enjoy 


he helliſh Feaſt of ſacrifices ſlain 335 


To Baal- -peor, Moab's lewd Delight. 
Twelve thouſand fouls, twice told, yea more, 
Tranfſgrefiors found in this abhorr' d revolt, 
Paid with their lives th' exacted forfeiture. 

But their inventions and their foul miſdeeds, 


Thou, God of endleſs mercy, {till forgay' . 
Nor 


3 7 9. 777 Aran. | Deuter, 519. 


XXIII. 4. | 335. Sacrifices ſlain.] Pl, CVI. 


330. Boundt,] Numb. XXIV. 28, 


G5 
C5 
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In 


35 


In blood of princely rebels, turn'd away 
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Nor ſuffer df: all thy vengeance to ariſe: 
The Zeal of Phineas, Elcazar's ſon, 


Who with intrepid ſpirit drench'd his ſpear 


3 
j> 
Wi 


Thy jealouſy and rage ; the red right hand 

Of the deſtroying Angel, wrapt in clouds, 

No more was ſecn infecting the foul air | 

With plagues and new diſaſters; but not *till 

The lait Survivors of the heav'nly compt 350 

In Sinai's dreary wilds had paid the debt 

To nature and to vengeance ; fave the Twain 

Then faithful found. Yea Thou moreover wrought'ſt 
For thy great name's fake, and the love thou bar'ſt 

To Him (who, trembling at the burning buſh 355 

In Horeb's holy mount, receiv'd command 

From thee, I am, to lead my children forth 

From direſt thrall ; who thought it higher joy 

To ſhare the fortunes of his kindred race 

Than tread the Courts, or be eſteem'd the Son 369 

Of Agypt's royal blood) that He, great Judge, 


Should, in reward of all his faithful zeal 


And weary pilgrimage, ſubdue the Force 


| Of Midian's kings combin'd in arms; and fee 


4-4 2 | he 


345. Tarn'd arbay.] Numb. XXVI. 6365. 
XXV. 7. 5 364. Miaiau's ling.] Numb. 
349. But not *till,] Numb. XXXI. 8. 
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The rival Prophet, perjur'd Balaam, fall 365 
Beneath the edge of his victorious ſword : 
That he with pledg'd aſſurance, firmeſt truſt, 

No foe diſturbing, might from off the heights 
Of Piſgah, clear'd of all its impious rites, 
From Nebo's ſummit, Abarim's huge brow, 370 
That good land view and large, by thee confirm'd 
To me and mine hereditary ever. 
But more forbad thy oath at Kadeſh ; when 
Diſtruſt and tribulation had poſleſs'd 
IIis faultcring ſoul before the flinty rock; 375 


37 


Though Horcb's erſt had own'd, and at the ſtroke 
Of his moſt potent Rod had burlt its ſtores 


Of cavern'd waters; though well known the found 


Of thy commanding voice. 


365. Fall.) Nun. XXXI. 8. 
AAC. 1452. 


360. 0 P ah. ] Or the Hill. 
The place whither Balak Brought 
Balaam to offer ſacrifices to Baal- 
peor ; the weſtern extremity of 
the ridges of Abarim. 

AAC. 1453. 2 N died at 
Radeſh, Num. XX. 


1452. Aaron ied. on Mount 


Hor. Num. XX. 22, 28. 


1451, Moſes died on the top of 


Piſgah, Deut. XXXIV. 1, 5. 


373. Vore {had} ; Num. XX. 


373. Thy oath,] Uo the chil- 


The conſcious Chief 
Stood, 


dren of Iſrael's return to Eadeſh, 
AAC. 1453. after an interval of 
38 years, Num. XX. 12. | 


374. Diſtruſt, Sc.] Num. XX. 
6. viz. in not ſtriking the rock 
immediately, as he had done here- 


tofore at Horeb, without applying 


to God; or at leaſt without quit- 


ting che preſence of the aſſembly. 


375. Flinty rock.) At Kadeſh, 


Num. XX. 2, 11. AAC. 1453. 


376. Though Horeb's.] Rock.— 
AAC. 1491, Exod. XVII. 6. 


379. The conſcious Chief] Deut. 


XXVII. 48—52, and XXXIV. 


5. AAC. 1451. 


[we 


o BY ON 


Fo 
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Stood, like an oak upon the mountain's brow 380 
By ſtorms uninjur'd, unimpair'd by time, 
And in the midſt of his attentive Train 
Reciting the high crime, confeſſing own'd 
His doom moſt juſt. Yet how rejoic'd his heart, 
How did his foul with gratitude expand 385 
And vaſt amazement to behold the Land 
Of promis'd Glory! 

How much more then Mine, 
When in the courſes of revolving time 


Mine eyes beheld Jeſhurun's goodly Tents 390 


All unmoleſted in the vallies ſpread, 
And on the verdant hills and fruitful banks 


Of Chinnereth eaſtward, and along the coaſts 
And far extended ſhores of the Great Sea ! 
Within his Palaces what grandeur reign'd ! 39 5 
How vied with ſplendor wiſdom, which ſhould moſt 


Excite the wonder of a gazing world ! 
On Sion's beauteous Hill to thee aroſe, 


Great God of Gods, a Temple richly fraught 


With all that earthly grandeur could invent 400 


{ Of rich or rare to grace thy Holy Name; 
But richer far, that there thy wand'ring Ark 


F irſt 


381. Uninjur'd.] Deut. XXXIV. 386. To behold the 1 Se.! 
RR SE Deut. XXXII. 82. Deut. 
: | | ae: 1—4. 
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Firſt found a place of reſt; that there thou deign'd'ſt 
Betvecen the glorious Cherubim to dwell 

In clouded Majeſty ; that there thy Pricſt, 405 
High Aaron's ſucceſſor, once every year 

Enter'd alone into the Holieſt Place 

With blood of bulls and goats : Memorials ſweet 
Of thy unbounded love to wretched Man ; 
Myſterious figures of that ſometime Act, 419 
Which to all families of the peopled carth 
Shall prove a Bleſſing ſo tranſcendent, rare, 


That every tongue ſhall hymn my ſteadfaſt faith, 


Vet how ſhall theſe things be? Great God of Gods, 
Lord of my life, Director of my paths, 415 
Support my trembling hopes, my ſoul illume ! 

Iſrael, backſliding Iſracl, is no more: 
The Victim of thy long forbearing arm, 
Apoſtate Iſrael lives enſlav'd, diſpers'd 
Amidſt the people of the fartheſt Eaſt ; 420 
And, mingled with the Heathen, bows his head 
To Gods of wood and ſtone ; never to know 
His native country more. And lo! again 


Where 


410. Euſtiav'd, diſpers'd.] viz. tbither by Shalmanefer King of 
in Halah, and Habor by the river Afﬀyria, XVIII. 9. AAC. 721. 
of Gozan, and in the cities of the 1 . 
2 3 423. Again. ] The tribe of Ju- 
Medes, 2 Kings, XVIII. 122 ſent dah was twice carried into captivity 


by 
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Where exil'd Judah on the diſtant banks 

Of great Euphrates hangs his unſtrung harp 425 
Upon the bordering willows, and laments 

His country loſt, thy holy Temple burnt, 

And all 1ts glories proſtrate on the ground ! 

III- fated Judah, treacherous, ſtubborn Child, 

How art thou fallen! How haſt Thou betray'd 

My Jacob's Counſels, and thy ſcepter'd Rights! 
How art thou loft, how hated of thy King! 432 


Ly Nebuchadnezzar. afterwarcs, in the reign of Zede- 
1ſt, In the reign of Jehniachin, kiah, 2 Kings, XXV. 8, 9. AAC. 

2 Kings, XXIV. 14. AAC. 559. 588. for 70 years, viz. till their 
2d!'y, And again, eleven ycars reſtoration by Cyrus, | 


The End of the Ninth Book. 
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THE DAY of PENTECOST, 


O R 
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1 


THE BURNING LAMP, 


FARS in. full current down the Patriarch's 
cheeks | | 
Dropp'd faſt as April ſhowers, as thus he pour'd 


His bitter lamentations forth, and dimm'd 


His big ſwoln eyes; that he nor ſaw nor heard 


The Viſion as it took its onward cotrſe ; 5 

"Till the faint beams as of a Burning Lamp, 

Piercing the dun and palpable Obſcure, 

Arouz'd his agonizing ſenſe, and call'd 

His crouding ſpirits to the hopeful gleam. 

For as it onward came, the clouds diſpers'd; 10 

No more thick Darkneſs and oppreſſing Gloom 

Surcharg'd th' ambient air; but Light inſtead, 

Pure and ineffable, with gradual pace Ws 
Bb 2 And 
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And balmy wings aroſe upon the world; 
Spreading its beams beyond the fartheſt ken I5 
Of the great Patriarch's eyes, tho' purg'd their Orbs 
Of mortal weakneſs, 
And at length the Voice 
Of an Archangel ſounded in his cars 

With accents gracious, —Fellow Servant come 20 
And ſee, for thou art worthy found, the Heav'ns 
Reveal'd, as far as may the mortal ſenſe 

Inſtruct, but not confound. 


The Patriarch heard, 
And in obedience to the Voice advanc'd ; 25 


Then, in the Spirit wrapt, his eyes ſurvey'd 
A chryſtal Sea, vaſt, and unfathomable ; 
Upon whoſe lucent waves upborne, in height, 
In breadth dimenſionleſs, appear'd a Mount 


Of light unſpeakable, ſurpaſſing far | 30 


The brighteſt ſplendors of the gorgeous Sun 

In his meridian height: And on a Throne 
Of living Sapphire in the mid aſcent, 
Encompats'd with ſeven Lamps of blazing fire, 


Sat One in majeſty of glory loſt 35 
. 10 
29. Dinenſionleſß.] Uſed in the 330 Living Sapphire.) Exod. 
manner of numberleſs. XXIV. 10. 6 


34. Serren Lamps. ] Rev. IV. 5. 


T. , . en 09-5. wg 


Bo 
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To all created fight: Beneath whoſe feet 
Were four tran{cendent emblematic Forms; 
The firft a Lyon, and the next a Calf, 
The third a Man reſembling, and the fourth 
A flying Eagle; each with fix large wings; 40 
Before, behind, within, without, the Spirits 
ö Were full of eyes; and ever and anon 
With more than Angel's or Archangel's voice 


They hail'd Him—Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 


All-wite, Almighty, Everlaſting God ; 45 
And as they pour'd their heavenly Anthem forth 
3 A circling Choir of reverend Elders, cloth'd 


In raiment white as ſnow, with crowns of gold 
Upon their heads, and in their hands the books 49 
Of Heaven unleal'd, roſe awful from their Scats, 
And cait their crowns before the eternal Throne; 
And to the ſounds of everlaſting harps 1/8 
” And ſymphonies of hovering Angels ſung,— 

Worthy art Thou of Honor, Glory, Power ; 54 
For thou, Almighty Lord, haſt all things made; 
They for thy pleature are and were created. 


* With pious ecſtacy the Patriarch heard 
» The joys of Heaven; when ſuddenly, behold, _ 
Was 


4t. The Sbirits.] The word in beings, living creatures, or, per- 
our tranilation render'd breafis, haps, pureſt ſpirits, 
teuties in the orizinal, auimate 
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Was feen a Cup in the right hand of Him 

Who ſat upon the Throne! Then on his wings 

A mighty Seraph roſe, and with a voice 61 

That Heaven's vaſt concave ſhook, proclaim'd aloud, 

Who that Dread Cup dares drink, that Fearful Cup, 

Fill'd with the wrath of heaven's Almighty King; 

Which elſe muſt toon be pour'd upon the head 65 

Of Earth's rebellious race; Juſtice muſt live, 

Or Fallen Man muſt die—TH' Arch-ſeraph ceas'd— 

Throughout the Hoſts of heaven deep ſilence reign'd; 

Not one dared look upon the Fatal Cup, 69 

Nor anſwer the dread ſummons. Dreadful Pauſe ! 

The Patriarch's courage fail'd, his ſwoln heart 
throbb'd, 

Drops big with death cours'd down his trembling 

cheeks, 


Till gre avely thus the mild Archangel ſpake,— 


Fear not, thou Friend of heaven” s great King; 


| behold, 


The Sovereign of thy Judah“ s captive ſons, 75 4 


For ages yet to come a ſceptred Tribe, 
Shall drink it to the aregs, and wring them out. 


And SO TD behold, and lo ! i' th? midſt 
Of the effulgent Throne and mighty Spirits 
And 


> 5 O0O 2 0TH M2 


<7 
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And the ſurrounding Elders, ſtood the Lamb 80 
That erſt behind the veil appear'd as ſlain. 
He took the Cup of fury from the hand 


Of Him that fat upon the Throne. Forthwith 


The Spirits, and four and twenty Elders, roſe 
Majeſtic from their Seats, and proſtrate fell 8 5 
Before the Lamb: Then to the dulcet ſounds 

Of their eternal lyres and cymbals ſung— 
Able-art Thou, O Lamb, to take the Cup 

And drink it to the dregs ; for "Thou of old 

Waſt pre-ordain'd to the almighty Tatk. 90 


No ſooner ended was the Anthem, than 
Millions of mighty Cherubs round the throne, 
And all the Spirits, and Elders, and a Hoſt 
Of Angels numberleſs reſum'd the theme 
All worthy is the Lamb, that ſhall be flain, 95 
Of power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
And honor, and glory, and bleſſing. 

hee 
Their loud Hoſanna's the wide circuit fill'd 
Of Heaven, and pierc'd the extremeſt de e _ | 


| Till every Creature, and the moulder'd Dead 


Of every age and people heard the ſounds. 


| And, burſting from the manſions of the grave, 


The ſeal'd and choſen Servants of the Lord 
RIES Joi” d 
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Join'd incorruptible th' enraptur'd Hoſt, 105 


And crown'd with everlaſting garlands ſung 
Bleſſing, and honor, and glory, and power, 

Be unto Him that fitteth on the Throne, 

And to the Lamb for Ever and Ever. 

Amen, with dread Solemnity the Spirit 110 
Amen, the four and twenty Elders cried 


Then proftrate fell again before the Throne ; 
And in profoundeſt ſilence, deepeſt thought, 
Ador'd the Power, that there for Ever reigns. 


Loſt in Aſtoniſhment and Ecſtacy, 115 
The Patriarch's beſt conception could no more, 
Trembling he waked, o'ercome with heavenly bliſs, 
And home return'd full traught with Lore divine. 


The End of the "Tenth Bock. 
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HE ARGUMENT. 


An enumeration of ſeveral important occurrences 
in the Abrahamic Diſpenſation. The ſolicitude 
of Abraham to be made acquainted with the 


PARTICULAR hature and extent of the Chriſtian 


Sacrifice. The Command to offer Iſaac for a ; 
Burat Offering unto the Lord, in the Land of . 
Moriah. The Patriarch's behaviour upon that E 
occaſion. In recompenſe of it, the Angel of £ 
Jehovah reveals to him every thing neceflary to ; 
be known on the great ſubject of his requeſt. 0 
TEN == 

5 

OY 


—— — « A 


207 


THE DAY OF PENTECOST, 


OR 
MAN RESTORE D. 
B O O R XI. 
THE TEMPTATION OF ABRAHAM. 
ONG in the Patriarch's repleniſh'd mind 
The great impreſſions graven deep remain'd. 


From this time forth his faith unſhaken ſtood; 
Bright iu his boſom glow'd the Star of hope; 


And all his actions unabating love 5 


Ot Human kind, and gratitude to Him, 


Who had his mercies graciouſly vouchſaf'd 


Thus to impart to his deitring ſoul, 
Inſpir'd and guided. Bondmaid Hagar's ſon 
P 8 8 D 


Preſumptuous Iſhmael, he heard announc'd 10 


The pledge and offspring of th' eſpouſed Law 


Ces To 


3. From this time.] AAC. 1913. THE PRESENCE Or ALL his bre- 
| thren. Gen. XVII. 20, 21. 


IO. Heard announc'd.] Gen. TrWEIVE Pires ſhall he beget, 
XVI. 12. And he ſhall dwell Ix gc, 


1 
| 
1 
| 
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To bondage gend'ring. The almighty God 

In awful majeſty and folemn ſtate 

Again had witneſs borne to his true faith ; 

And ratified the Covenant between them made, 15 
Of which the bloody Rite was ſign and ſeal: 

Had chang'd his name, the promiſes enlarg'd: 
And, as a Sign in confirmation wrovght, 

Had to legitimate Sarah's ſterile womb 

Affix'd the Son of promiſe, though old age, 20 
Though nature verging on its laſt decays 

Forbad all hope. From Mamre's noxious fields, 
From Sodom and Gomorrah's ſulphurous ſteams 
And fires, (the ignomiuious Proofs of law 


14. Again.] Gen, XVII. 1— 
27. AAC. 1898. 


15. Ratified the Covenant. ] Gen. 
XVII. 10, See in the Scripture 
Hiſtory of Abraham, p. 65—80, 


what is ſaid at large upon Tu 
FINAL AND COMPLETE Es TAR- 
LISUNMENT OF THE JEWISH THE- 


OCRACY UPON THIS OCCASION ; 
AND THE NECESSITY THERE WAS 


OF INSTITUTING SUCH A MODE 


OF GOVERNMENT AMONG THEM, 
in order to preſerve in the world 
ſome knowledge of the Unity, 
(which was in danger of being 


entirely loſt by the general declen- 


Of 


ſion to Idolatry) and at a certain | 
period to make that knowledge, ſy | 


very eſſent ial to human happineſs 
as well as excellence, again uni- 
verſal. 


17. Chang d his name.] Gen. 


XVII. 5. 


17. | The promiſes enlarged.] Gen, 
XVII. 16, 20. 


20. Aﬀix'd the Son.) Genelis 


22. From Mamre's, Sc.] Gen. 


XVIII. 1. and XX. 1. AAC. 


1898. 


** 


2 2 


f 


un 


ſo 


els 


ni- 


ell, 
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Ot mercy granted beyond merey's bounds, 
Of tardy juſtice with reluQant hand 
Intending upon Canaan's curled race 

Due right) departed, all rever'd he lived 


In Gerar's wilds an independent Prince ; 30 
In flocks, in herds, and numerous ſervants rich 


9 


More than a Prophet deem'd by all the kings 
And nations round. So when advancing days, 
Had crown'd his ſervice and prophetic hopes 


With that illuſtrious Son, 


of Heaven forctold, 35 


Whom Sarah bare; had realiz'd his faith, 


His zeal inflam'd to fee th' Important Act, 


30. In Gerar's wilds,) Genelis 
p % i& I ho U 6. 


32. More than a prophet,] Gen. 
» 4% a 1-4 — 18. and Gen, XXI. 
22—34. . 


33. So hen advancing days. | 


Gen. XXL. 1—5. AAC. 1897, 


3 7. His zeal inflan'd.) We are 
aſſured, by the higheſt authority, 
that Abraham had, in fact, this 


very defire highly raiſed in him: 


Tour Father Abraham rejoiced to ſee = 
my day, and he ſuau it, and was glad, 


Now the words 7 /ce, ſignify in the 


original, THAT HE MIGHT 


Mich 


SEE. So that the text plain!y 
diſtinguiſhes two different period; 
of Joy. 

The firſt, when it was promiſcd 
that he ſhould ſee; 5 

The ſecond, when he actually 
ſaw-. 

And it is to be obſerved, that, 
according to the exact uſe of the 
words, in the word tranſlated, 
rejoiced, is implied the tumultuous 
pleaſure, which the certain expec- 
tation of an approaching bleſſing, 
underſtood only in the groſs, occa- 


ſions: and in the word tranſlated, 


TVAS 
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Which in the courſes of ſucceeding time 

Would finiſh the Great Work ; the Patriarch oft, 
Amidſt the ſecret ponderings of his heart, 40 
With earneſt importunity beſought 

This laſt great favor of indulgent Heaven. 


Lord, he would ſay, Director of my paths, 
With endleſs bounty haſt thou crown'd the head 


Of thy devoted ſervant : Well I know 45 


What great, what glorious bleſtings ſhall accrue 
To wretched Mau through my unworthy means ! 


But the Firſt Fathers of our race, and all 


The Sacraments by thee ordain'd, declare 


That without blood Remiſſion may not be. 50 


Yet where's the Blood can equal the great Taſæ? 
Or equalling be thed ?- My Mind repuls'd 


Falls back and trembles, vehenio-c'er it aims 


A thought ſo far beyond its utmolt reach 


And 
was glad, is ſigniſied that calm and Within the ſecond period was 
{ettled joy, which arifes from our the delivery of the command, with 
knowledge in the pofleſſion of it. which Moles? account begins. 

So that this part of the hiſtory Aud Abraham's obedience, thro' 


of Abraham, hath plainly three which he ſaw CHRIST'S day, aud 


diſtinct periods, 


cba glad, includes the third, See 
The firſt, contains God's pro- Warb, Dir. Leg. V. 5. P. 251— 
miſe to grant Abraham's requeſt, 259 . — 
when he reoiced that be ſhould ſees 


tion 


bie 
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And in the blaze of day Confuſion throws 55 
A ſhade of darkneſs o'er my ſoaring eye. 


Heaven heard at length, and ſaw the time was 
When the Great Sccret of eternal grace [ come 


57. Heaven heard at length. 
AAC. 1872. (The note immedi- 
ately preceding, and the following, 


are re- printed to prevent the ex- 


preſſions of joy put into the mouth 
of the holy patriarch, and the na- 
ture of the whole tranſaction, from 
being miſtaken; as in ſome in— 
ſtances has been found to be the 


caſe.) 


The Alwighty, who wiſhed to 
acquaint Abraham with every thing 
that was intended to be done in the 
matter of religion ; and at the {ame 
time to complete the courſe of re- 
velations, which he had vouchſafed 
to the great Patriarch, in ſuch a 
manner, as to make them evidently 
appear to be the orderly parts of 
one ENTIRE diſpenſation 3; conde- 


ſcended to tell him, that his urgent 


entreaties ſhould be attended to. 
bl 1 4 o by * * 
Abraham received the intima— 
tion with raptures of delight, re- 


jvicing with excecding great joy, 


Should 


that it was at laſt permitted, Hat 
he might ſee that important day. 
Eut in giving directions neceſſary 
to effect this purpoſe, God, as at 
all times heretofore, thought proper 
to exerciſe the faith of his ſervant, 
by putting him upon an act, the 
performance of which would juſtly 
entitle him to ſo great a favor. 


For it came to paſs AFTER ALT. 
THESE THINGS, that God did tempt 
Ab abam, and faid unto him, Abra-— 
ham; and he ſaid behold here I am; 
and he ſaid, take now thy ſon, thine 
only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loweſt, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah ; 
and offer him there for a burnt fer- 
ing upon one of the mountains, which 
I xviil tell thee of. 

Tus COMMAND, ſays Bis hor 
WARBURTON, 15 MERGCLY AN I- 
FORMATION BY ACTION, INSTEAD 
OF WORDS, OF THE GREAT SACRI- 
FICE oF CHRIST FOR THE REDEMP= 


TION OF MANKIND, GIVEN AT THE 
N EARNEST 
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Should to his prayers be given: Then from on High 
The Voice of God pronounc'd—Thy Iſaac take 
Whom Sarah bore, into Moriah's heights, 61 


 FARNEST REQUEST or ABRAHAM, 


WHO LONGED IMPATIENTLY TO 


*EE CHRIST'S DAY. 


The foundation of my Theſis, 
ſays the Biſhop, I lay in that ſcrip- 
ture of St. John, where Jeſus ſays 
to the unbelieving Jews, Your 
FATHER ABRAHAM REJOICED TO 


SEE MY DAY; AND HE SAW IT, 


AND WAS CLAD. 


I. If we conſider Abraham's 
_ peculiar character, we cannot but 
conclude it probable, that theknow- 
ledge of the Redeemer, would be 
revealed to him. 


And here, in the words of Jeſus, 


we have this probable truth ariſing 


from the nature of the thing, made 
certain Arabam rejoiced to ſee my 


pax. 


Now when the figurative word 
Day is uſed, not to expreſs in general 
the period of any one's exiſtence, but to 
denote his peculiar Mce and employ - 
ment, it muſt needs fignify that 
very circumſtance in his life, which 
is characteriſlie of ſuch office and 


employment. But Jeſus is here 


And 


{ſpeaking of his peculiar office and 
employment, as appears from the 
occaſion of the debate; which was 
his ſaying, if any man keep my com- 
mandments he ſhall never taſte of 
death; intimating thereby the vir- 
tue of his office of Redeemer, 
Therefore by the word Day muſt 
needs be meant that characteriſtic 
circumſtance of his life: But that 
circumſtance was the lay ing down 
his life for the redemption of man- 
kind, Conſequently by the word 


- DAY 1s meant the great ſacrifice of 


CurisrT. 


IT. But not only the matter, but 
the manner, likewiſe of this great 
revelation, is delivered in the text 
— Abraham rejoiced to 8EE my day, 
and he sAwW it.—This evidently 
ſhews the revelation to have been 
made, not by relation in words, but 
by REPRESENTATION in action. 


The verb is frequently uſed in the 
New Teſtament, in its proper ſig- 


to ſee ſenfiblys But 


nification, 


whether uſed literally or figu- 
ratively, it always denotes a full 
| | Intuition» 


Bc 
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And on the mountain with My Token's crown'd 


That Darling immolate. 


Intuition, That the expreſſion 


was as ſtrong in the Syrian lan- 


guage uſed by Jeſus, as here in 


the Greek of his hiſtorian, appears 


from the reply the Jews made to 
him—Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and haſt tbou SEEN Abraham ? 
Plainly intimating, that they un- 


derſtood the aſſertion of Abraham's. 
SEEING Chriſt's day, to be a real 


beholding him in perſon. 


We muſt conclude therefore, 
from the words of the text, that 
the redemption of mankind was 
not only revealed to Abraham, 


but was revealed likewiſe by R. 


„ RESENTAT ION. 


So far then is clear, that Abra- 


ham had indeed this revelation. 


Tite next queſtion will be, whe- 
ther we can reaſonably expect to 
find it in the hiſtory of his life, 
recorded in the Old Teſtament ? 


And that we may find it here; both 


the words of Jeſus, and the nature 
of the thing, aſſure us. 

I. We learn, by the hiſtory of 
Chriſt's miniſtry, that in his diſpu- 


The Patriarch heard, 


And, 


tations with the Jews, he never 
urged them with any circumſtance 
of God's diſpenſations to their 
forefathers, which they either were 
not, or might not be, well ac- 
quainted with by the ſtudy of their 
ſcriptures. The reafon is evident. 
That, for the neceſſary ſupport of 
his character againſt the untavour- 


able prejudices of unbelievers, he 
mult appeal to ſome acknowledged 
facts. = 


Theſe were all contained in 
SCRIPTURE and TRADLTION. 
But we know he took all occa- 
ſions of decrying their TRADITI- 
9x8, as impious corruptiens, which 
had rendered the WRIT TEN aword 


, none effect. 


We conclude therefore from 
Jesus's own words, that the cir- 
cumſtance of Abraham's know- 
ledge of his Day 1s certainly to be 
found in Abraham's hiſtory, 


II. But though this did not ap- 


pear from the words of Jeſus, yet 


it might be collected from the very 
nature of the thing. 


D d | | For 
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And, raiſing ſuddenly his outſpread hands, 


In ecſtacy of joy exulting cried, 


65 


Thanks to the God of Gods, who haſt vouchſafed 


For adinit only the fact (as 
we now muſt) that Abraham 
did ſce CyriIsT's day, and it is 
utterly incredible, that ſo capital 
a circumſtance ſhould be omitted 
in his hiſtory, a ſacred record, pre- 
ordained for one of the ſupports 
and evidences of Chriſt's religion. 


Having thus ſhewn, that the 
doctrine of Redemption was revealed 
to Abraham; and that the hiſtory 
of that revelation is recorded in 
ſcripture, we proceed to the proof 
of theſe two points. 

I. That there 1s no place in 
the whole hiſtory of Abraham but 
this, where he is commanded to 
offer up his ſon, which bears the 
leaſt mark or reſemblance of ſuch 
a revelation, 

This point is evident on the moſt 
curſory peruſal of the hiſtory. 
Unleſs the famous promiſe of God 


to Abraham, that iz him ſhould al! 


the families of the earth be bleſſed, 


be underſtood to be that revelation, | 


& To this, if it ſhould be brought 
6 as an objection, it is replied in 


Thy 


t terms ſomewhat different from 
© thoſe of Bp, Warburton. That 
« in conſequence of this revela- 
«© tion, the Patriarch was per- 
% mitted to ſee ſo far into the 
„ GENERAL ſcheme of redemp- 
© tion, as to know, that this 
6 bleſling was to be derived ſome 
& way or other from him to the 
“ reſt of mankind ; but that there 


« js no intimation in this ſcripture 


of his being let into the PAR- 
„ TICULAR method of it, of his 
© SEEING CHRIST'S DAY. For 
© therecord of this laſt revelation, 
* which Jeſus aſſures us he had, 
«© we muſt therefore look elſe- 
„% where.“ We come therefore, 


II. To the ſecond point: Which 
is to ſhew, that the command to 
offer up Ifaac was the very revela- 
tion of CHRIS T's DAY ; or the 
redemption of mankind, by his 
death and ſufferings; . 

1. We may obſerve from Abta- 
ham's hiſtory, that all God's reve- 
lations to him, even to this laſt, 
open by degrees ; and relate, pri- 

8 e 
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Thy ſupplicant to hear Now ſhall my ſoul 


Depart in peace; for now mine eyes ſhall ſee 


marily indeed, to his poſterity ac- 
cording to the fleſh, but ultimately 
to the whole race of mankind, 
Theſe are the two great coincident 
truths, to which all theſe revela- 
tions tend. 

2. But the laſt, the famous com- 
mand in queſtion, as it hath been 
hitherto underſtood, is not only 
quite disjoined from the reſt of 
Abraham's hiſtory, but likewiſe 
occupies a place in it, which, ac- 
cording to our 1deas of things, it 
hath certainly uſurped. The com- 
mand 1s ſuppoſed to be given as a 
trial only. Now when the great 
ſearc her of hearts is pleaſed to try 
his ſervants; as in this, he con- 
deſcends to the manner of men, 
who cannot judge of the merit of 
their inferior agents without trial ; 
ſo we may be aſſured, he would 
2ccommodate himſelf to their man- 
ner likewiſe, in that which 1s the 
material circumſtance of a trial: 
But, amongſt men, the agent is 
always tried before he be ſet on 
work, or rewarded ; and not after ; 


becauſe the trial is in order to 


know, or to make it known, whe- 


Thy 


ther he be fit for the work, or de- 
ſerving of the reward. When we 
come therefore to this place, and 
ſee a command only to tempt or try 
Abraham, we naturally expect, on 
his anſwering to the trial, to find 
him importantly employed or 


greatly rewarded. On the con- 


trary we are told, that this trial 
was made after all his work was 
done, and ali his reward received: 
Nay, what 1s ſtill more ſtrange, 


after he had been ſo tried already, 


that his faith had been accounted 
to him for righteouſneſs, 


We muſt needs conclude there - 
fore, that the command was not, 


according to the common notion, 


a trial only, 

Yet as the ſacred text aſſures us 
it was atrial; and as a trial neceſ- 
ſarily precedes the employment or 


reward of the perſon tried; we 
muſt hkewiſe conclude, that as no 


employment, ſo ſome benefit followed 
this trial. VVV 


Now, on our interpretation, a 
benefit, as we ſhall ſee, did follow: 


We have reaſon therefore to con- 
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Thy great ſalvation of old time ordain'd 


This world's great Light, 


clude that this interpretation is the 
true. | 


3. Having ſeen the difficulties 
ariſing from the common interpre- 
tation of the command; let us 
view 1t now, in the new light 
In which we have adventured 


to place it. And here we ſhall 


find, that every circumitance of 
the ſtory concurs to ſupport our 


interpretation. 

4. For we ſind the revelation of 
(ive particular method of Mecting) 
the redemption of mankind in that 
very place, where, whether con- 
ſidered in itſelf, or relatively, as 
che completion of the reſt, we 
thould, according to all the rules 
of plain ſenſe, be diſpoſed to ſeek 
LIE | s 

15 And according to our ſenſe of 
the command, the trial, as is m cet, 
precedes the laſt and greateſt favor 
ever beſtowed by God on Abraham, 


6. To confirm all this, we may 
| conſider that this 1 Interpretation of 
the command is moſt eaſy and natu - 
ral ; as being entirely agreeable to 
the ancient way of communicating 


death and 
which were deſigned to be repre- 


and Ifrael's glorious Lot. 


With 


information, by actions instead of 
words; and to God's method, i in 
compliance to a general cuſtom, of 
inſtructing the holy Patriarchs and 
Prophets in his will. 


7. Again, as the high impor- 
tance of this revelation ſeemed to 
require its being given in the 
ſtrong and forcible way of action, 
ſo nothing can be conceived more 
appoſite to convey the information 


required, than is very action. 


Abraham deſired earneſtly to be 
let into the myſtery of the Redemp- 
tion; and God, to inſtruct him (in 
the beſt manner of receiving in- 
firuction) let Abraham feel by ex- 
perience, what it is to loſe a be- 
loved ſon : The Son born mira- 


culouſly, when Sarah was paſt 


child- bearing, as Jeſus was mira- 


culoutly born of a pure Virgin. 
The duration too of the action was 
the ſame, as that between Chriſt's 
reſurrection ; both 


ſented in it: As likewiſe the inter- 


mediate typical ſacrifice, in the 


Moſaic ceconomy, was repreſented 


by 
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With the next Morn, he on the errand ſped 7¹ 
Himſelf, his ſervants, and his only ſon: 


by the permitted ſacrifice of the 
ram, offered up inſtead of Iſaac. 


8. The laſt reaſon I ſhall offer 
in ſupport of this point, is the al- 
Iufon which Jeſus makes (in theſe 
words, Abraham rejoiced to fee my 
day, ) to the following words of Mo- 
ſes, in the hiſtory of the command 
— And Abraham called the nawns of 
that place Fehovah-jirch; as it is 
ſaid to this day, in the mount of the 
Lord it Gall be ſeen, 


To ſhew, that Jeſus alluded to 
theſe words of Moſes, and had 
them in his eye, when he ſpeaks 
of Abraham's rejoicing to ſee his day, 
it will be proper to conſider the 
true force and meaning of either 
text, 

The words of Jeſus have been 
tully conſidered already. 

And, in the words of Moſes, 


( Abraham called ihe name of that 
place Fehovabh:jireh : As it is ſaid 


to this day, in the mount of the Lord 
2t ſhall be ſeen,) we have the aſſer- 
tion of Jeſus* confirmed, that 
Abrabam ſax Chriſt's day and vas 


"Sled, 
"we " Wh. 


Two 


Fehowah-jireh ſignifies, as ſeve- 
ral of the beſt interpreters agree, 
THE LoRD SHALL BE SEEN» 


But with what propriety could 
this name be given to it by Abra- 
ham, if, in this tranſaction, he 
had not /een the repreſentation of 
the Lord's Paſſion, which was to 
happen in a future age? And 
if he did ſee it, how appoſite 


Was the name? The hiſtorian goes 
on -A it is ſaid to this day, in the 


mount of the Lord, it ſhall be ſcen; 
or more exactly to the Hebrew— 
for he ſaid, in the mount THE LorD 
SHALL BE SEEN, In the firſt part 


of the verſe the ſacred hiſtorian 


tells us, that Abraham called tlie 
mount, tbe Lord ſhall be ſeen ; and 
in the latter part he acquaints us 
with the manner how Abraham 
impoſed that appellation, namely, 
by the uie of a proverbial ſpeech, 


implying the reaſon of the name 
To day in the mount, THE Lok 
SHALL BE SEEN. Conformably to 
this interpretation of the text, the 
hiſtorian, on his entrance on the 


— calls the land of Mo- 
| riah, 


| 
| 
| 
4 
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Two days he ſpent in travel, and vain ſearch 
After the well-known Tokens of his God. 


riah, to which Abraham went with 
Iſaac (according to Jerom's inter- 
pretation) THE LAND OF VISION, 


which ſhews that the words of Je- 


ſas, Abraham $\w MY DAY and 
2v25 GLAD, evidently allude to this 
extraordinary circumſtance ; name- 
ly, the diſpofition of Abraham's 
mind upon the occaſion, expreſſed 
in his memorial of a new name im- 
poſed upon the ſcene of action ; 
the ancient way of commemora- 
ting joyful and happy events. 


In a word, Jeſus ſays, Abraham 
faw his day; and Abraham, by 
the name he impoſed upon the 


mount, declares the fame thing. 


But as the viſion was of a public, 
not of a private nature, he ex- 
preſſes himſelf in terms, which 


fignify what mankind in general 


Hall fee, not what he himſelf had 
ſeen— THE LORD SHALL BE SEEN. 
From a vague alluſion therefore, 


of the words of Jeſus, to this hif. - 
tory of the command in general, 
we have now fixed them to the 


very words of Moſes, to which 
they more particularly refer, 


A 


The ſum then of the argument 
is this—Jeſus expreſsly ſays that 


Abraham ſaw and rejoiced to fee his 


day, or the great ſacrifice for the 
ſins of mankind by repreſentation— 
The records of ſacred hiſtory muſt 
needs verify his aflertion.—But 
there is no place in ſcripture which 


preſents the leaſt traces of this re- 
. velation, except the hiſtory of the 


command to offer up Ifaac—This 
hiſtory not only eaſily and natu- 
rally admits of ſuch a ſenſe, but 
even demands it—and reciprocally, 
this ſenſe gives all imaginable light 
to the hiſtory ; and removes the 
greateſt difficulties attending the 
common interpretation of it. Hence 
we conclude with certainty, that 
the command to Abraham to offer up 
His fon was only an INFORMATION 
BY ACTION, Which, at Abraham's 
earneſt requeſt, God was graci- 


_ ouſly pleaſed to give him, of the 
great ſacrifice of Chriſt for the re- 
demption of mankind, The thing 


to be proved. 
Two great ends ſeem to be gain- 
ed by this interpretation ; 


1. The 


tio 
ty 


pre 


he 
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Of the great Father of the faithful told 


1. The ſupporting the connec- 
tion and dependency between the 
two revelations. 


For this interpretation makes the 
hiſtory of the command a DIRECT 
prophecy of Chriſt as Redeemer 


of the world ; whereas the com- 


mon brings it, at moſt, to a TYPI- 
CAL intimation, now the evidence 
of direct prophecies is confeſſedly 
ſuperior to that of Hes. 


2. The other end gained :s, the 
freeing the command from a ſup— 
poſed violation of natural law, 


For, the command being only 
the grant of an earneſt requeſt, 
and known by Abraham, at the 
time of impoſing, to be ſuch a 
grant, he could not poſſibly have 
any doubt concerning the Author 


of it; it being, as was ſaid, only 


the conveyance of information by 


ation inſtead of words, in confor- 


mity to the common mode of con- 
verſe in the more early times.— 


This action therefore being mere 


ſcenery, had NO MORAL IMPORT; 
that is, it conveyed, or implied 
none of thoſe 1NTENTIONS in him 


The 


who commanded it, and in him 
who obeyed the command, which 
go along with actions that have a 
moral import, Conſequently the 


injundtion and obedience, in an ac- 


tion which hath no ſuch import, 
can no way effect the moral cha- 
racter of the perſons concerned: 
and conſequently, this command 
could occaſion no miſtakes con- 
cerning the divine attributes, with 
regard to God's delighting in hu- 
man ſacrifices. On the contrary, 
the very information conveyed by 


it, was the higheſt aſſurance to the 
_ perſon informed of God's good 


will toward man. Hence we ſee, 
there was not the leaſt occaſorn, 
when God remitted the offering of 


Iſaac, that he ſhould formally con- 


demn human ſacrifices, to prevent 


Abraham or his family's falling 


into an opinion, that ſuch ſacri- 
fices were not diſpleaſing to him; 


any more than for the prophet 
Ahyah, when he rent Jeroboam's 


garment into twelve pieces, to de- 


note the enſuing diviſion in the 


tribes of Ifrael, to deliver a moral 


precept againſt the ſin of deſpoil - 


ing 


\ 
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The paſſing moments by ſuch anxious throes 
As nature pleading in a parent's breaſt 


Ing and infulting our neighbour : 
For the command having 2 moral 
import, as being only an INFOR- 
MATION BY ACTION, Where one 
thing ſtood for the repreſentative 
of another, all the conſequence 
that could be deduced from it was 
only this, that the sor or Gon 


ſhould be offered up for the fins of 


mankind. 


However it is to be conſidered, 
that the principle of a feigned re- 
preſentations having no moral im- 
port is employed to free the com- 
mand from the infidel objection, 
that it was an enjoined SACRIFICE; 
not from the objection of its being 
an enjoined DEATH, ſimplys 

For a umansACRIFICE command 
ed might juſtly be ſuppoſed to diſ- 
credit revelation, as giving counte- 


Hance and encouragement to that 


horrid ſuperſtition. 


Whereas with regard to the 
Juitification of a ple DEATH com- 


manded, we may confide in the. 


common argument of divines, 


taken from God's ſovereign right 
over his creatures ; Whoſe power 


Perforce 


could inſtantaneoufly repair the 
toſs, of whoſe goodneſs would 
abundantly reward the act of obe- 
dience. 


In fine, as, by the command, 
Abraham underſtood the nature ot 
man's redemption; ſo, by the na- 
ture of that redemption, he KNEW 
that the ſcenical repreſentation 
us r end happily ; Therefore was 
he not put upon any thing morally 
wrong. But though, as we fee, 


Abraham could have no ſtruggles. 


with himſelf, from any doubts 
that he might violate morality in 
paying obedience to the command ; 
yet did the merit of that obedi- 


ence, where the natural feelings 


were fo alarmed, deſerve all the 
encomiums beſtowed upon it in 
holy writ. 


The reader has here been pre- 


ſented with the ſubſtance of what 
the incomparable author of the 
Div. Leg. of Moſes, has ſaid upon 


this ſubject; extracted without 


any intentional miſrepreſentation, 
and with only ſuch tranſpoſitions 
and alterations as an epitome re- 


8 quired, 


pre- 
What 
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Perforce heav'd up; when every hour's delay 
Increas'd his Iſaac's fears, and gave more point 80 
To his ſubmiſſive but alarming doubts. 

Yet onward ſtill the anxious Patriarch preſs'd 
Maugre all gainſay, maugre all remorſe, 

Till on the Third at early dawn appear'd 
The Tokens of the Lord: A mighty Cloud 85 
Begirt with glorious flame ſtood o'er that hill, 

That weſtern hill, e'en now before your eyes; 


E e 


quired. Whoever wiſhes to ſee 
the ſubject treated upon at large, 
and every poſſible objection to the 
interpretation here given to it, re- 
moved, will find their pains amply 
rewarded by a peruſal of the origi- 
nal, Vol. 5. P. 197—281. 


81. Alarming doubts.) Although 
our Saviour had voluntarily under- 
taken the taſk of dying for the ſins 
of the world, and with infinitely 
more aſſurance of a happy termi- 
nation of the Event, than it was 
poſſible for Abraham or Iſaac, with 
all their information and all their 
faith, in the typical fituation to 


entertain: Vet even He, in his 


human feelings, and in the agony 
of near expectation, could not for- 
bear exclaiming; O my Pather, if 


_ it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from 


Which 


me + nevertheleſs, not as T wvill, but 


as thou wvilt, Matt, XXVI. 39. 


87. That weſtern Hill.] Mount 


Calvary is to the weſt of Mount 


Moriah; the Apoſtles, &c. were 
then ſtanding upon the latter. 
There are thoſe, ſays Biſhop Pa- 
trick, who think Iſaac was laid 


upon the altar to be offered in that 


very place, where Chriſt was eru- 
cified. And thus much is true, 
that though Mount Calvary was 
without Jeruſalem; and therefore 
different in that reſpect from 
Mount Moriah, on which the 
temple ſtood : Vet they were ſo 
near, and it is likely only parts of 
one and the ſame mountain, that 


they were antiently both compre- 


hended under the name of Moriah. 
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Which when the Patriarch and his Son ſurvey'd 
From the ſubjected vale, they proſtrate fell 

Upon the ground, and to the Lord of life 90 
Their humble adorations paid. Then leaving there 
The ſervants and the beaſts, with luſty ſtrides 
They upward trod the hill 'till they had reach'd 
The ſacred top; where preſently they raiſed 

An Altar of twelve ſtones, unhewn and rough, 95 
From the ſharp ridges of the neighbouring crags 
Collected ſoon; on which the cloven wood, 

Upon their ſhoulders brought, they ſkilful laid 

In order due. This done, behind his back 

The hands of his belov'd and only Son 100 
The Patriarch tied; his feet he bound; and laid 
The ſelt-devoted Victim on the pile; 

Then with uplifted hands thus pray'd aloud: 


101. His feet be bound.] Both his 
hands and his feet, as it is explained 
in Pirke Eliezer, cap. 31. When 
the Gentiles offered human ſacri- 


fices, they tied both their hands 


behind their back; as appears 


from Ovid, I. 3, de Pont. Eleg. 


2. and other authors. 


102. The felf-devoted victim.] 
We cannot doubt, that Abraham 
had now acquainted Iſaac with the 


Maker 


will of God; and perſuaded him 
willingly to comply with, and ſub- 
mit to it: Wherein he pre- ſigured 
Chriſt the more exactly, who laid 
down his life of himſelf, and no 


man could take it from him, as he 


himſelf ſpeaks, John X. 17, 18. 
We have likewiſe reaſon to believe 
this of Iſaac, becauſe, being now 
young and ſtrong, he might have 
made reſiſtance, had he been fo 

minded. 
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Maker Omnipotent, Eternal God, 
Source of all wiſdom, Parent of all good, 105 
Sole Author of our being's end and aim ; 
Whom not to know degrades, and not to love 
Defeats our nature's privilege. Behold, 
The humbleſt of thy Servants here thou ſee'ſt ; 
Whom in the counſels of thy boundleſs will 110 
From Ur's idolatrous and impious land 
Thou call'd'ſt to execute thy righteous will. 
Still haſt Thou ſhower'd upon my wandering ſteps 


Thy choiceſt bleſſings : 


till conceded gifts 


And growing favors left me none to aſk; 115 
Save That, the Greateſt, Wiſeſt, Beſt; which now 
Thy never ending Grace intends to ſhew 


To my deſiring eyes. 


Behold him here, 


Who in obedience to thy juſt command 
His grandeur quitted and his native land 120 


A vagabond and wanderer; 


again, 


In firm reliance on that truth which yet 
Did never diſappoint thy ſervant's hopes, 


Benz: Reſolv'd 


minded. Joſephus ſays he was 


twenty-five years old, 1. 1. Antiq. 
14. Bochart makes him twenty- 
eight; the word naar, which we 
tranſlate lad, being uſed for one 


of that age: Joſeph is ſo called 
when he was thirty years old, Hi- 


erozoic. P. 1, I. 3, c. 9. This 


however is very certain, that he 


was old enough to carry ſuch a 


load of wood up a ſteep mountain, 
as was ſufficient to make a fire for 3 4 
burnt offering. Pat. in loc. 
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Reſolv'd to do thy will. What numbers bid 


Defiance to the fierce extremes of war, 125 
And for their Country's Welfare bravely meet 
Inevitable death? Shall not then He, 

The Son of promiſe, Creature of thy grace, 

His life lay down to purchaſe for the Weal 

Of Human Kind a view of that Great Act; 130 
Which ſeen in charity, in hope, and faith, 

Shall All reſtore to Everlaſting Peace? 

He owns thy ſovereign Power ; and lo, ſubmits 
His life to thy all gracious. Will; aſſur'd, 

That Thou from death can'ſt raiſe him to fulfil 135 
Thy righteous promiſes. Behold him here, 

The conſtant Follower of his father's faith, 
The pangs of nature ſuftering, een almoſt 
Beyond what nature can ; yet on the verge 


Or Death's ſtupendous precipice upheld 140 


By earneſt looking to the great reward, 

The revelation of that Grand Event, 

Which to all Ages ſhall his faith tranſmit, 

The Glorious Object of their utmoſt love. 

But, Oh ! what prayer ſhall ſerve a Father's turn 


—Loſt in the Senſe of thy almighty power, 146 


Thy tokens, and thy love, my Mind not dares 
To caſt one look aſide.— Vet hear me, Lord, 

Thy Pious Suppliant | hear g my trembling arm 
Invigorate 
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Invigorate and aid; Let not my Son, — 18 
My beſt belov'd, my righteous Iſaac, feel 

TH' extremeſt torture of the faulchion's edge ;— 
Oh! ſpare his pains, nor let his writhing limbs 
Pervert the purpoſe of my fix'd intent I54 
To doubts' diſtracting horrers.—Gracious God, 
Aſſuage the tumults ſtruggling in my breaſt ;— 
Reſolv'd and patient give my foul to wait 

Th' important iſſue of thy dread command.— 
Thy will on Earth, as in the Heavens, be done. 


So ſaid, he rais'd the truſty faulchion high, 160 


And now deſcending it had almoſt reach'd 


The outſtretch'd neck of the unſhaken Youth ; 
When with thought-executing ſpeed the ſound 


 Of—Abraham, Abraham from an Angel's voice 


Arreſted in mid air th' impending ſtroke : 165 
The patriarch's hand {till hovering o'er the head 
oc 


164. From an angel's woice,.] and his family, and particularly 
Gen, XXII. II. And the Angel of ſrom his being occaſionally allowed 
the Lord called unto him cut of hea® to make uſe of the very language 
ven, and ſaid, &. How well of the deity in ſuch a manner, as 
qualified this Angel was to give to render it difficult to be deter- 
the whole of the ſubſequent in- mined, whether Jehovah, and the 
formation, may be eaſily gathered Angel of Jehovah, do not mean 


from the nature of his preſent and the ſame perſon, only under diffe- 


precedent commiſſions to Abraham rent reſpects and appearances, 
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Of th' aſtoniſh'd Youth—defiſt—forbear— 
The Angel cricd, forbear the trying taſk 
The ſteel with-hold—unbind the lad—from death 
And th' untainted altar take the victim ſafe 170 
To tby paternal arms. Be calm—and give 


Your deareſt heedings to my high beheſts. 


Home> 


For now You may perccive, both Thou and He, 
Ye righteous Servants, in th' extremes of death 
And nature's direſt ſtruggles to your God I75 
Obedient found, how well you have deſerv'd _ 
The choiceſt Favor of indulgent Heaven ; 

And from your Feelings, when the fearful knife, 
Thirſt ing for blood, approach'd the victim's throat, 
Can aim a thought at the exceeding Worth 180 
Of that Great Sacrifice and Love of God, 

Which Angels erſt have pried into in vain, 


Know then, you Pattcrns of excclling worth, 
Of dauntlets conſtancy and god-like truth, 
As your weak Nature and obnoxious Frame, 18; 
Able to ſtand but liable to fall, 
In their moſt perfect and enlighten'd ſtate 
Let fin into the world and all the woe, 
Which now ſo reign and riot uncontroul'd ; 
Who leſs than He, that form'd him from the womb 
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Of unſubſtantial Nothing, could repair 


The Breaches made in the eternal laws 
Of Holinets and Truth by Man's groſs act 
Of diſobedience ; or Antidote prepare, 


Able to countervail the mortal taſte 


Of the Forbidden Fruit? 


; 4295 
What let; on earth 


Than the contaminated traitor's blood 
E'er expiated Treaſon's foul offence * 


199, Hg, Agent"; death.] In 
the beginning was the Word, and 
the word was with God, and the 
word was God. All things were 
made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was 


made. John I. 1, 3. For by him 


were all things created that are in 


heaven, and that are in earth, vi- 


ſible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or princi— 


palities, or powers: all things were 
_ created by him and for him, and 


he is before all things, and by him 
all things conſiſt. Col. I. 16, 17. 
And the Word was made fleſh, and 


dwelt among us; and we beheld 


his glory, the glory as of the only 


begotten of the father, full of 


grace and truth, John 1, 14. 


How then could leſs than the High Agent's deatli 


It 


And without controverſy, great 1s 
the myſtery of godlineſs: God 
was manifeit in the fleſh, jultified 


in the ſpirit, ſeen of Angels, 


preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up 
into glory. 1 Tim. III. 16. For 
Chriſt, who is over all, God bleſ- 
ſed for ever, Rom. IX. 5, both 
died, and roſe, and revived, that 


he might be the Lord both of the 


dead and living. Rom. XIV. 9. 
His divine nature indeed was 
impafiible, and could not ſuffer ; 
But its perſonal union with the 
human gave relative perfection to 
the latter, and ineſtimable virtue 
and value to the ſacrifice of it: fo 
that though in Adam All die, yet 
in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
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In Man's moſt perfe& form (if ſo He will'd, 200 
And the great Crime requir'd) atone for Guilt 
Deſtructive of the Creature's end and aim? 

Or, how ſhould not the precious Blood of Him, 
Who all things made, who through th” eternal Spirit 
Once in the annals of computed time 205 
Would himſelf offer wir Hour spor to God, 

The Conſciences of men from dead works purge 
To ſerve the living God ? This in the depths 

Of his fore-knowledge ſeen, th' Almighty God 
Predeſtin'd to ſend forth, as thou well know'ſt, 210 
From the dear boſom of his'endleſs love, 

Th' only begotten Son, th' effectual Might, 

To PERFECT the great Work by him BEGUN. 


With what determin'd zeal, diſtinguiſh'd ſigns, 
He ſtill has exercis'd his God-like Charge 215 


Human nature in its reſpective 
ſtate of perfection, in the perſon 
of its grand repreſentative Adam, 
tranſgreſſed the commandments, 
and thereby forfeited its original 
pretenſions to a ſtate of happy im- 
mortality. 5 
Human nature in its reſpective 
ſtate of perſection, in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt, kept the command- 
ments, and thereby regained its 


O'er 


original pretenſions to a ſtate of 
happy immoratlity; after that the 
Son of God, by the voluntary ſa- 
crifice of a SPOTLESS AND PER - 
FECT BODY, had likewiſe made a 
ſufhcient ſatis faction to the Divine 


Juſtice for the great breach made 


in the firſt table, by the original 
tranſgreſſion. 


210. A thou well Fnow'ft.] 


Gen. XII. z, and Gen. XV. 17. 
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O'er Man's degenerate race, thou oft has heard 
From the great Anceſtor's prophetic mouth, 
And thoſe, who long in holy converſe lived 
With righteous Noah : And even now haſt ſeen - 
Through the long flight of thirteen hundred years, 
In Iſrael's ſcourgings, Judah's great defence, 221 
His mighty arm up-lifted to ſuſtain 

The glorious Cauſe, the cauſe of God and Man. 


And maugre all ill bodings, though their crimes 


Call for Jehovah's vengeance ; though He make 


Terror, Conſumption, and devouring Beaſts 226 


His delegated . ; though He ſend. 


Famine amongſt them, Peſtilence, and War, 


Almoſt till Devaſtation can no more; 


Though civil Fury and levitic Broils 4230 


Erect the Banners of th' Ape tate F 1<11d 


? | a 7 — 3 1 

In the Moſt Holy Place ; though Strangers bear 
s | EA: 
/ —- 9 Within 
217. n the great Arceffer, 227. Tung ze male, Ke 

on Noah lived after the fond Leit. XXVI. 

50 years, Gen. ol Te 3 5 
ok the father of Abraham mz 232. Ja maſt bag plate.) 2. 

— *  & Ng . _— | 
born 222 Fears 2frer the food. Macczbers V. 16, 17, md VI. 1, 
Gen. XI. zd was only 70 rears 2 It mas owing che to b 
Abbes ke begaz Abrakem. Gen, <fcutons and comraepmon of the 
XI. 26. Abraham mas therefore Priefls, that Ai (bu Epp 
| | 12 9 r 
5 rem old when Noah che. 725 enabled 10 Deneve tom je- 
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Within Jeruſalem's devoted walls 
Tyrannic ſway, and cloth'd in purple rule; 


Yet of thy Sons a Remnant ſhall be ſaved, 


233 


O'er whom their God may reign conſpicuous King, 
And keep the Promiſes of old with Thee 


Made and confirm'd. 


From Judah (whom ere- 
Under the Covenant's vindictive rod 


Thou ſaw'ſt lamenting his deſerved fate 


[ while 


240 


Near Babylon's proud walls) ſhall, ſo your King 


Wills and ordains, the Sceptre not depart | 


ruſalem and the temple in the man- 
ner he did. The latter was con- 


verted into a temple dedicated to 


Jupiter Olympius. 


232. Though Strangers bear] 
Herod, an Idumean. 


242. The Sceptre not depart] 
That is, Gop in conſequence of 
the covenant entered into with 
Abraham at Charran, and con- 
firmed to him at the inſtitution of 
the ſacrament of circumciſion, 
WILL NOT CEASE (by his dele- 


5 gates, viz. angels, judges, kings, 


prieſts and prophets for the exal - 
tation of his people, or ſpoilers and 
conquerors for their correction) 


FROM BEING THE TEMPORAL 
GOVERNOR OF, AND LAW GIVER 


| RITY: 


Till 
ro, THE PATRIARCH'S POSTE- 


RIOUS ACCOUNTS THAT SCEPTRE 


SHALL BE WITHDRAWN FROM 


SOME OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL, 


YET SHALL IT NOT DEPART | 


FROM JUDAH AND HIS PESCEN- 
DAN TS; nor ſhall thoſe deſcendants, 
however oppreſs'd, however di- 
miniſh'd by ſlaughter, by captivi- 


ty, by defertion or declenſion to 
idolatry, ceaſe to be a collective 


body of people, numerous and 
conſequential enough to be the 


objects of ſuch a government, u x- 


TIL THE MtsSlAH COME. See 
the diſſertation .upon the Sceptre 
of Judah in the Script. Hiſt. of 
Abraham, 


FOR ALTHOUGH ON VA- 


XI. 
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Till he himſelf, predicted Shiloh, come 
Cloth'd in your fleſh. 

| For in proceſs of time, 245 
Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive ; a Virgin ſprung 
From Iſaac's race, and David's royal blood, 
On whom the Spirit of Holineſs ſhall come, 
And the High Power of the High'ſt o'erſhade : 
Therefore that Holy Thing which ſhall of Her 250 
Be born, pure and immaculate, the Chriſt, 
The Lord, the Son of God, ſhall be proclaim'd 


By ANGELs watching o'er the wond'rous Birth, 


And chaunting in mid air their Hymn's of joy,— 


Glory to God on high, in Earth all peace, 255 


Good will towards Men.—A sTAR ſhall alſo rife, 


And hovering pendent o'er the humble roof, 


Where firſt th* Hereditary King ſhall draw 


This mortal air, ſhall be a BURNING Lame 


To guide the Sages of the ethnic world, 260 
And ſpread the Glory of thy Iſaac's ſons 


Beyond the reach of envy or of time. 


This is the CarLD, that ſhall from Iſaac ſpring, 


The Wonderful, the mighty God, the Prince of. -. 


peace; 
This is the KING, whoſe Government ſhall know 
No End; Whoſe univerſal Reign ſhall give 2266 
85 F f * L X- 
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Exhauſtleſs Bleſſings to the Sons of Men. 
Under the Law, and of a Woman born, 
That He, grand Archetype, your Nature's Prieſt, 


Touch'd by the feeling of your mortal ſtate 270 f 


Vet without ſin, might gracious prove, tho' clear, 
In the diſcharge of his momentous Truſt; 

And ſomewhat have to offer at the ſhrine 

Of God's offended juſtice and dire wrath. 


Hear then, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, 


The Son of God, Meſſiah, ſhall ſubmit 276 | 


His Body unto death, his Soul to hell, 
A perfect Offering, an Atonement full, 
For dilobedience, and the ſin that dooms 


Your wretched Race to miſery and death : 280 


And having thus, by his devoted Blood 
Finiſh'd Creation's Work, and by his Death 
The Tyrant Death of his fell ſting diſarm'd, 


He from the manſions of the vanquiſh'd grave, 


Hence made the paſſage to eternal life, 285 | 


Shall riſe triumphant to the heaven of heavens 
And all the glories of the Father's throne ; 
Where He ſhall reign for ever King of Kings 
And Lord of Lords. 5 


271. Clear. ] That is, by his perfect obedience, 


OA. 


with nds mY tw. 


II. 


280 f 


His 


276 | 
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His Deity will He 


To graven images no longer leave : 291 
The Power of fin and death, the works and ſtrength 
Of Satan's wily Head, being bruis'd, being cruſh'd, 


| The dread Arch-fiend, confounded and ſubdued, 


Shall fall Iike light'ning from his pride of place. 


And now do I behold in all the Tents 296 
Of Chemoſh and of Milcom evil plight ; 
Their long frequented Shrines, their ſhady Groves 
Are broken down, and their High Places fall'n; 
And Deſolation and Deſtruction fit 300 
Enthron'd upon their ruins. Bel bows down, 
And Nebo ſtoops, and Remphan is no more. 
The lying Vanities of Greece are dumb; 


Her Seers, her mad Diviners are aſham'd : 


Thoſe boaſted Teachers round the temple crowd, 


And hear enraptur'd the Meſſiah's lore. 306 
The lordly Ruler too and peaſant Slave 


Are come together, and lie down in peace 


Beneath his eaſy yoke. For his Elect, 


The conſtant Partners of his ſecret hours, 310 


Taught 


297. Cbemoſb. ] The God of the 301. Bel, Nebo, Remphan.] The 
Moabites. Gods of Aſſyria, Paleſtine and 
297. Milcom.] The God of the. Egypt reſpectiy ely. | 


Amorites and Baſanites, | 
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Taught by his counſels, by his mandates charg'd, 
And abled by the Holy Spirit of truth, 
Evangelize all nations; and Baptize 

The pure in faith with water in the name 


Of the eternal Three, the high Triune. 3¹ 5 


This Sacrament ordain'd by Chriſt himſelf 
The ſacred Prelude, the diſtinctive Sign, 
Of fin waſh'd out and righteouſneſs again 
Freſh from the Ocean of celeſtial Grace 
 Upriſen in the members, is the Means, 320 
Whereby in him all Nations ſhall be bleſs'd, 
AII Promiſes fulfill'd, all Prophecies complete, 
All Happineſs obtain'd. For It ſhall laſt 
And with the ſacred Regiſters remain, | 
When miracles ſhall ceaſe and knowledge fail, 325 
The Bond of union, and th' aſſuring Pledge 
Of the great Comforter's abode on Earth 
Cloth'd in the Father's glory and the Son's 
To warn the guilty, and the troubled calm, 
To raiſe the humble, and inſtru& the meek, 330 
And in all hearts obedient to his call 
To breathe the breath of life, and in them dwell _ 
A dove-like Spirit and pure, engend'ring love, 


And joy, and peace, and meekneſs, and firm hope, 


And holy temperance (the goodly fruits 335 


'Of 
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Wh 


Of Paradiſe on earth, and the portents 
Of their regain'd Inheritance in heaven) 
Till time ſhall be no more. 


Thy Sons mean-while, 


The countleſs children of that perfect faith 340 


Which thou being yet uncircumcis'd attain'd'ſt, 


Wand'ring with patience through this Vale of tears 
In long ſucceſſion and remoteſt climes, 


340. The countleſs children.] 
Abraham had three wives. aſt, 


Sarah, anſwering to the covenant 


eſtabliſhed with himſelf, or the 
law of faith manifeſted by works 
of obedience and love; and her 


on Iſaac, to the children of that 


covenant. 2dly, Hagar prefigue 
ring the moſaic covenant, or law 
of ritual works, &c. and her ſon 
Iſhmael, the children reſting upon 
the externals of that covenant ; 
and 3dly, Keturah, repreſenting 
the univerſal covenant or law of 
the goſpel, and her numerous 
children ſtanding for the Gentiles : 


to let the patriarch ſee, that the 
gentiles alſo, the children that were 
not by promiſe, ſhould in the end 
be partakers of the benefits of his 
faith: that he ſhould be the father 


of All them that believe, though 


Their 


they ſhould not be born within the 
pale of the Jewiſh church: that 
the promiſe that he ſhould be the 
heir of the world, was not to him 
and to his ſeed through the law, 
but through the righteouſneſs of 
faith: to the end, the promiſe 
might be ſure to all the feed; not 
to that only which was of the law, 
but to that alſo which ſhould be of 
the faith of Abraham: And that 
he was intended to be the ſpiritual 
father of Jews and Gentiles, 


Greeks and Barbarians, bond and 


free. 
340. Of that perfect faith.] 
Abraham's faith conſiſted in the 


| thorough belief and truſt he had ig 


the Teveral diſpenſations and pro- 
miſes of God, proved and mani- 
feſted by works of obedience and 


love, | 
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Their ſouls reſign into his plaſtic hands 344 
Who bounteous gave them ; And their mortal part, 
Their earth to earth, their duſt to duſt commit; 
Till that Stupendous Day, by dreadful ſigns 

Of Nature ſickening and the ſeas and waves 348 
Their antient bounds o'erpaſſing with dire roar 
And mens” hearts ſinking with foreſhewn diſtreſs 
And boding fears, made known, When yet once 
Th' omnific Jeſus ſhall not only ſhake [more 
The inmoſt fabric of this ſolid Globe 

With wild diſorder and convulſive pangs; 

But the Archangel, whoſe tremendous voice 355 
On Sinai erſt aſtounded thy frail ſons, 156 
Vaunt Herald of the time, ſhall now fo bad - 

So long his everlaſting Trumpet blow, 


That Heaven's wide concave ſhall the mighty Had 


Reverb; the Earth ſhall hear; the troubled Seas 
Shall render back their prey ; the Tombs ſhall yawn, 
And yield their vivifying bodies up; 362 
And every particle and atom blown FWD 
To the four quarters of the boiſterous winds 

Shall as at firſt, when the chaotic depths 365 
The mighty Fiat ſummon'd, ruſh in haſte | 
From their concealing continents to find 
Their wonted ſtations in the conſcious Man. 


347. By dreadful ſgnt.] Luke XXI. 29. 
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The Dead awake, the Quick ſhall be transform'd; 
And Thoſe who firſt receiv'd the breath of life, 
And Thoſe who laſt obtain'd the gracious boon, 
The archangehc ſummons ſhall obey, 372 
Coming with bodies from corruption changed 
To incorruption : And, or trembling ſtand 
Amidit the Millions of the cited world 375 
Confounded with the ſenfe of mortal guilt, 
Or humbly confident in that true faith, 
Which taught them to aſpire to heavenly joys, 
To immortality and glory, wait 
With patience till the Everlaſting Doors 380 
Again be lifted up. 

And hark, I hear; 


Wrapt into fartheſt time my Mind perceives 
The folemn ſounds ! For ſee ! th' Eternal Gates, 


Self mov'd, upon their thund'ring hinges roll; 385 
And opening wide and high, behold ! i' th' Midit, 


The Galilæan, the deſpis'd, the mock'd, 


The crucified Meſhah, buried Chriſt, 


The Firſt Begotten from the dead, appears 
In light and glory ſo tranſcendent cloth'd, 390 
That through the clear Expanſe, ſhorne of his beams, 
The ſun diſplays his ineffectual head, 

Or clouded ſhines in blood ! Pavilion'd round 
With all the terrors of almighty Power 


Go | Behoſd 
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. Behold, He comes, the King of glory comes; 395 
Once Son of Man, now call'd the Word of God ! 
His piercing Eyes are as a flame of fire ; 

And on his Head unnumber'd crowns appear 
Upon the Cincture is emboſs'd THAT NAME 
Known only to himſelf. But lo! alaſs, 400 
That Veſture dipt in blood, and that fell Sword 
Entrenching every way and darting flames, 

THY inexorable fierceneſs of his wrath 

Declare. Borne on cherubic wings, his Croſs, 
Hovering ſublime between the heavens and earth 
A Throne coruſcant with enſanguin'd rays, 406 
The King ot Kings and Lord of Lords preſents 


Unveil'd to human view. Beneath his feet 


The Hierarchies of Heaven aflembled fit ; 409 | 


Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
'The dread Tribunal form, 
The Trumpet ſounds ; 
All Nature hears and quakes ! ! th' eternal Books 
By Angels waiting on the important charge 

Are opeu'd; and diſcloſe to every eye 415 
The deeds and fates of Men ! Th' Archangels now, 
Gabriel the ſtrength, and Michael th' power of God, 
Raphael benign, Ithuriel, and the reſt 
Ere- while employ'd on high beheſts to man, 


Walk to and fro, and, with deputed power 420 
: . And- 1} 
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And hand unerring, on the boundleſs plain 


In ſtations ſuited to their ſeveral deeds 


The countleſs Progeny of earth arrange. 
How dreadful is the Gulph, that parts between 
The righteous and the wicked ! how immenſe ! 


How tathomleſs ! how hideous ! 426 


But again 
Th” archangelic Alchemy reſounds! 
What notes of joyous gratulation pierce _ 
The echoing ſkies, the Righteous, to the bar 430 
Of Everlaſting Juſtice, and the award 
Of the Redeemer, ſummoning ! what ſmiles 
Of {weet complacency his face adorn ! 


What gracious accents dwell upon his tongue; 


Diſpelling from their meek and contrite hearts 435 


All clouds of doubt, all ſorrows from their eyes !— 
Come, ye bleſs'd Co-heirs of my Father's love, 


The kingdom enter from all time prepared 
The hoy reward of your accompliſh'd toils. 


Now Heirs of glory and the Sons of God, 440 


In bright tranſparent veſts, and bodies purg'd 


From earthly droſs and foul cor rudtive ſtains, 


With never fading garlands in their hands 


| And hallelujahs in their mouths, they meet 


Their merciful Redeemer in the air; — 445 


6 2 And 
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And at the Footſtool of his Judgment Seat 
In twelve co-ordinate, but ſeparate, Files 
By Angels glorying in the grateful talk 
Are plac'd Aſſeſſors. 

Yet once more the Blaſt 450 
Of the laſt Trumpet fills my tingling ears; 
Louder and louder ſounding like the voice 
Of thunders, which the ratling welkin rend 
And ſhake the rooted mountains! Horrors dire 
The Guilty and th' Incorrigible ſeize; 455 
Vindictive Conſcience harrows up their ſouls, 
Drags forth their miſdeeds, and foretells their doom; 
They dare not look upon the righteous Judge, 
Or upward turn their eyes in hope of Grace; 
But ſhock'd, abaſh'd, confounded, ſelt-condemned, 
Deſpair itſelf affords them no relief; 461 
Their agonizing Fears by Ages tell 
Each Moment of the grand and ſolemn Pauſe; 
Till midſt the ſhrieks of millions, and the craſh 


And fierce commotions of a world impell'd 465 


By new attractions, dire projectile powers, 

They hear the Dreaded Sentence, — Go, begone ; 
Ye bale, ye blin Contemners of my laws 

For ever live ; and with your Idol Earth 


And all its ſerpentine and treacherous wiles, 470 


Traverſing headlong the remoteſt bounds 
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No more is ſeen amongſt the Stars of heaven.— 
Event how awful! unreveal'd, how far 49 
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Of fartheſt Ather, fink into the gulph 


Of endleſs uproar and outrageous fire, 
For the Arch-rebel and his impious Crew 


Of old ordain'd : And ever during woe, 475 


And hopeleſs miſery, and remember'd grace, 
Add depth to every ſigh. 

But oh ! what tongue 
What words can tell, or heart of man conceive, 
Th' amazing, the diſaſtrous Scene, which Earth, 
Now hated of her God, preſents to view. 481 
Her Elements diſſolve with fervent heat, 

Her firmamental Heaven ſhrinks to naught, 


Her Mountains bow their heads, her Rocks melt 
| Commingling with her waves in liquid fire; [down, 
And one great Blaze, one univerſal Flame 486 
O'erſpreads her face and deluges her form. 

Swift from her Sphere, with ſpeed beyond all thought, 


She flies, —ſhe diſappears ;—her very track 


Surpaſſing human or angelic ken! 

But ſuch is the high will of Him, whoſe Will 
Of wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs is the Sum; 
Whoſe Will 18 therefore Fate. 


Thus muſt it be, 
The Angel added, with thoſe reckleſs ſouls, 


W ho, 


495 
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Who, by the rage of appetite ſeduced 
Or the deluſions of an impious mind, 499 
Challenge the vengeance of th' Almighty's wrath. 


But now, what Tranſports burſt upon my ear, 
What Glories on my ſight ! the Angel cried ; 
The Grand Aſſize is ended, and the Ways 
Of God's eternal Providence made clear 
To every iutellect: th' Omniſcient Judge 505 
Aſcends triumphant tow'rd the heaven of heavens, 
Thron'd in unrivall'd State, amidſt the ſhouts 
And acclamations of the innumerous Hoſt 
Swelling glad Pæans of high praiſe to Him, 
The Alpha and Omega, Firſt and Laſt. 510 
Whilſt through th' immeaſurable Tracts of ſpace, 
Mark'd by the radiance of celeſtial pomp, 
The ranſom'd Saints, re-echoing the ſong, 
Hold on their way, and through the Gates of Pear] 
Entring the regions of immortal Bliſs 515 
With all the heavenly multitude, advance 
To celebrate the nuptials of the Lamb, 
And in the manſions, once the happy ſeats 
Of Satan and his Angels, to receive 
Their crowns of glory and immortal ſeals. 520 
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Were I the pleaſures of thoſe realms to tell, 
"T would fire thy eager ſpirits, inflame thy heart 
With ceaſeleſs longings to partake their joys : 

But this eternal blazon may not be 

To ears of fleſh and blood. Thou'ſt heard enough; 
Contented reſt with what thine eyes have ſeen 526 
And ears have now receiv'd. Further to ſeek 
Would argue thee diſtruſtful, or ſeduced 

By impious curioſity to know _ 

What nor thy ſtate demands, nor faith requires. 


The End of the Eleventh Book. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Some queſtions in regard to the Time and Man- 
ner of Redemption reſolved. An explanation 
of the nature and extent of the Moſaic Law. 


Thc Vicarial Sacrifice. The Converſion. Peter's 


concluding Speech. The Effect. 
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| THE DAY or PENTECCS> 
OR 

MAN RESTORE D. 
BO OK NI. 


THE CONVERSIT® @z; 


| HE Patriarch and his Son both Mumbly bows 
; Submiſſion to th' _ Monitor. 
Yet ſtill upon the Father's count na 
The ſigu of further queſtion ; w hi0 
Th' Archangel inſtant faid, 1 ο⏑ wor th tound 5 
To be Lorna the Friend of God, with whom 


WU© 


: The heavenly Promiſes delighe to dwell, 
i Be not diſcourag'd by my Want g voice 
; From aſking . that may relieve thy doubts, 
[ Or further tend t* illuminate the truths 10 
Committed to thy truſt. | 
Sy Ml-icdſt the Diſplay, 
The good old Patriarch then ſpec! 1 refat SD, 
7 Ot Revciations of ſuch high import, 
3 H H 7 Where 
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Where one bright Sun ſhines thro” the vaſt extent, 
Let not my Lord bc angry, if my Mind 16 
Preſumes to aſk. »1:;y in his holy reſt 
Th' Omnipotend tould chuſe to work for Man 
By means ſo various, and by acts ſo far 
Protracted into time? Why did he not at once 20 
By his deciſive Fiat and great Word 
Complete Redemption's plan ? Would not his Power 
Have then been more unqueſtion'd, and his Reſt 
From all eternity been leſs diſturb'd ? 
Would not his Mercy have ſtood forth more clear? 
His Love more forcibly have ſtruck the hearts 26 
Of creatures frail and dull? 
The Angel imiled, 
And, condeſcending to his weakneſs, thus 
Brief anſwer made, Know, ſhort- ſighted Man, 
That Time to the Benner of God 31 
Is only as a drop to ocean's ſtores : 
And who, but caſts the dimmeſt eye abroad, 
And ſcan's with recollection's flighteſt glance 
Creation's works, can doubt th' exerted Act 35 
Of whate'er power, or mercy, or regard, 
Each new Occaſion or new Syſtem aſks ? 
Or think, who gave to fair Exiſtence birth, 
Will leave its beauties to the ſpoiler Chance ? 
In reſt He takes no pleaſure ; but delights 40 
; | | To 
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To exerciſe his Providence in ways 

Reſponding to the whole and every part 

Of this great Univerſe. On Earth, thou know'ſt, 
All Being moves progreſſive; Man himſelf 

From infancy arrives to manhood, and 45 
From manhood's fullneſs to declining eld. 

Creation was the work of God, and roſe 

At one great effort of his will and power 

All perfect from his hands. Twas Man made fin 
Redemption therefore of his nature ſhares, 50 
To all the race extending: and is made 

By due degrees and different manners known, 

As different ſtages of the World require: 

With It beginning, and with ſteady pace, 
Though flow, proceeding onward to the end 55 
And conſummation of this tranſient Scene, 


It yet remains to tell thee, that the aim 
Of that preſcriptive and adumbring Law, 


Hereafter to be given from Sinai's mount, 


Is only to compel thy ſtubborn Sons bs 
To execute the great deſigns of Heaven 


Committed to their truſt ; and with that Truſt. 


Shall all its ritual obligations ceaſe. 

Hagar's diſmiſſion, thy Egyptian flave, 

And the rejection of her carnal Son, * 65 
e 
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The proud contemptuous Iſhmael, declare 
What fate awaits that Covenant of works, 
And, Thoſe, who reſting in the blood of bulls 
And goats, pierce not the veil nor look beyond 
The fading pleaſures of this mortal lite, 

In full aflurance of this truth, behold, 

Behind thee is a Ram by God himſelf 
Prepar'd ; the Sacrifice of old ordain'd 

For ſin, *till the momentous Time ſhall come 
So late to thy prevailing prayers made known, 75 


| Y 
O 


The Patriarch look'd, and lo, a fpotleſs ram 
Caught in a tangling thicket by the horns 
Preſents conviction to his wond'ring ſoul. 
Seizing the holy victim with their hands 
Down on their knees they fell, when thus the Sire 
In ecſtacy of joy his God addreſs'd ; 3 1 
O Lord, now letteſt Thou my anxious ſoul 
Depart in peace : my longing eyes have ſeen, 


THAT GREAT SALVATION, which thy arm has 


wrought 
For Adam's hapleſs Sons; THAT BURNING LAMP, 


Which ſhall its ſalutary beams diſpenſe 86 


Through every region of th' awaken'd earth; 
And be the Glory of my favor'd race: 


of 


© 
* 
2 
* 
. 
+ +8 
" 4 ' 7 
* 
| 1 
FD 
«a0 
bs 
Cl 
= 
4 
. 
** 
* 
A”, 
WM; 
71 
. 
4 


SEE - - 


: . ——_— — — B an 
— a . * n „ n Nn N = * * 3 ES, — N * . * 
* ” & 2 x was * — Sx * £2 © I * * * 5 3 , ds. 
mo Er SIE REY N RAS 3 p IC? F | — 8 * = 
a Ln n Ye? 0 : 5 ES 


2 — 3.5 N 
nn ee on in eh 
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Of thole at leaſt, who by enlighten'd hope 
In this vicarial blood thy mercies ſcek. 90 


So ſaid, he plung'd his Eniſe into the throat 
Of the provided Ram ; then, duly cut, 


He threw the members on the burning pile: 


From whence aroſe to the delighted ikies 


Odours more fragrant than are thoſe, which meet 
Th' arreſted ſcent from the Sabæan Groves; 96 


Or thoſe rare Gardens, Where the balm diſtills 
Its royal perfumes. 


Thus th' Apoſtle ſpake, 
And ended here. But for a time enſued 100 
A general pauſe ; inſpir'd were all who heard 
With admiration and great thoughts of heart 
And, muſing, each upon his neareſt fix'd 
His wiſtful look, and eager ſeem'd to ſay, 


How warm'd our hearts! How open'd are our eyes! 


This awful ſilence Nicodemus firſt 106 


With air devout and pious accents broke; — 


How great, how irreſiſtible the power 


Of heavenly Truth ! and by you explain'd, 
Ye choſen, Delegates, atteſted Saints, 110 


Admitted as you are to all its ſtores, 
Endow'd with faculties ſo rich, ſo rare, 
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It muſt prevail; till all the various Tribes, 

Till all the Kingdoms of this blinded world, 

One God acknowledging, one Chriſt, one Faith, 
Be turn'd, repentant, to the paths of peace. 116 


AMEN, replied Three Thouſand Mouths at once! 
Whilſt from the radiant Canopy of heaven 
Light inexpreſſible deſcending quick 
Illumin'd every face; aud in the clear 120 
Unclouded firmament ſoft thunders roll'd. 


Struck with th' auſpicious Signs th' Apoſtle rais'd 
His hands and eyes with eagerneſs to heaven, 
And, full of deity, devoutly thus 
Gave copious vent to his aſtoniſh'd ſoul : 125 


My God, my God, how I revere thy ways, 
The Splendor of thy wonders how adore ! 
Who ſhall gainſay, that Theſe be not baptized, 
Who are with Us partakers of the gifts 


Of thy tranſcendent Spirit? What withſtand 130 | 


Such various powers, ſo plenteouſly beſtow'd ? 

Hail mighty Comforter, Celeſtial King ! 

Hail Bright Eftulgence, Co-eſſential Beam 

Of Godhead, that enlighten'ſt every foul 134 

Which comes into the world; and in them dwell'ſt 
: A 
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A pure ethereal Spark, o'crcaſt full long 

By fin and worſe corruption; But now deign'ſt 
Reſume the powers of priſtine Majeſty, 

The Father's glory *aflerting and the Son's ! 

Hail truth's Reſtorer! Hail unerring Guide! 140 
Father of Lights, immortal Being hail ! 

For Zion, proud and obſtinate of heart, 
Deeming, that God would all her cruel plagues 
Upon her high Oppreſſors' heads return; 

And that Meſſiah, the cloud kiſſing Branch, 145 
The wonderful, the mighty Lord would bring 

All Nations in ſubjection to his rule 

By fury poured out, and arm made bare; 
Contemptuouſly look'd down on him, Who came 
: Not to deſtroy, but ſave a wretched world; I50 
Not to enſlave, but Liberty proclaim, 

7 Light and deliverance to the Sons of men, 

Who ſat in darkneſs and the vale of death: 

By pride miſled and diſappointment ſtung, 154 
His words She ſcott 'd at, and his works deſpis'd, 
Steel'd her rebellious heart againſt their force. 


Though Time's prophetic period was come round, 
And Heaven and Earth gave ſigns of vaſt import; 
Though He, that had not where to lay his head, 
The Man of ſorrows and with grief acquainted, 160 
—— Ti "Had" 
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Had number'd with tranſgreflors, borne our fins ; 
And thus Event had with Deſcription join'd 
Conſentient hands ; Yet ſlow was She of heart 

So to conceive her Symbols and her Rites, 

Or the Portents by hallow'd Seers foretold, 165 


Though Victory over death advanc'd his Throne 
Above all mortal heights, and crown'd him King, 
The Lord of life and death; Though the ſtill Grave 
Her charge gave up to the admiring eyes 
Of teſtifying Multitudes, who ſaw 170 
Proof palpable to ſenſe ; Ambition croſt 
No eyeballs had to ſee, no ears to hear. 


Bent on terreſtrial dignities and power, 
Pre ſumptuous Zion, inſolent and vain, 174 
| Reck'd not of heaven, nor of heavenly things: 
The new Jeruſalem deſpis'd, diſown'd ; 

With bonds afflicted thoſe and baſeſt death, 
Who ſpake of her triumphant Arm, and ſet 
On David's righteous Throne the Son of Man : 

'To be agnized Meſſiah, Prince of peace. 180 


— 


But who then had believed our Report? 

To whom had been reveal'd the Arm of God ? 

What Nation, or what Kindred would have heard 
ro Fe 1 
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The Goſpel Tydings from our artleſs lips, 


When treacherous Zion our Credentials ſpurn'd, 


Refus'd to own our mandates and beheſts? 186 
Demonic Darkneſs muſt have ever held 
Beneath its gloomy ſway the human Soul, 

And from it kept the rays of chearing truth. 

Man muſt have liv'd an Alien from his God; 190 
Toſs'd to and fro on Nature's boiſterous ſea, 
Unpiloted, unballaſted ; adrift 

With every wind been driven; the ſport of chance; 
Hadſt Thou not come, Eternal Paracletez; 194 
Hadſt Thou not pointed out Redemption's Star, 
And their dull eyes directed through the clouds, 
That interrupted, falſify'd their views. 


Oh! what had vantag'd elſe the bloody drops 


Down pouring o'er his face, his ſoul aſtound, 


His agonizing pains, his ſhameful death; 200 
Jeſus had died, and Angels wept in vain; 


In vain the Graves had yawn'd, the ſhected Dead 
Had walking at noon-day the Living ſcared ; 
The Earth in vain had her centre ſhook 


In fign of woe; at that dread hour in vain 205 
| Had Horror ſeized the fainting ſouls of men 


As Diflolution, Doomſday were at hand; 
9 5 5 Han 
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Hadſt Thou ne'er in their hearts to theſe portents, 
Their wond'rous birth, a Laſting Witneſs borne. 


In vain had Chriſt aſcended up on high, 210 
In vain Captivity had captive led ; 
In vain his Merits and accepted Claims 
Before the Throne of his Almighty Sire 
With ceaſcleſs interceſhon had preferr'd ; f 
Had not the Captain of Salvation ſent 215 1 
Thee, promis'd Comforter, his Regent down . 
To glorify his Deeds ; and to the height, 
As erſt in Eden's long deſerted Groves, 
Ditplay his Majeſty, his Truth, his Love. 


Now ſhall the Kingdoms of this world become 
The Kingdoms of our God, and of his Chriſt; 221 | 
And he ſhall reign for ever King of Kings, 
And Lord of Lords, 
Hallelujah—Amen- 
25 Reſounded 3 in full chorus through the Porch ; 
And fill'd its pealing Vaults with joys inſpired 
By Truth Triumphant, Happineſs reſtored. 227 
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